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LEGEND OF MONTBOSE. 



CHAPTER I. 

In a i^beflion. 



When what's iiol meet^ but w bat must be, was law 
Then were ihejr.ehosea ; in a better hour. 
Let what is meet be said it must be meet. 
And throi^ their power i*the dust. 

CORIOtAlTM. 

Ik a small apartment, remote from tbe rest 
of the guests assembled at the castle. Sir 
Dtmcan Campbell was presented with every 
species of refreshment, and respectfully at. 
tended by Lord Menteith, and by Allan 
M*Aulay. His discourse with the latter 
Uimed upon a sort of hunting campaign, 
kj which they had been engaged together 
againat the Children of the Mijt, with 
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4 TALB8 OF MY LANDLORD. 

whom the Knight of Ardenvohr, as well 
as the M' Aulay9« had a deadly and irrecon- 
cilable feud. Sir Duncan, lioweveri speedily 
endeavoured to lead back the conversation 
to the subject of his present errand to the 
^ca8tle of Darnlinvarach. 

^* It giieved him to the very heart,'* be 
said, ** to see that friends and neighbours^ 
who should stand shoulder to shoulder, 
were likely to be engaged hand to. hand in 
a cause which so little conoemed ihenu 
What signifies it," be said, ^ to the High- 
land chiefs, whether King or Parliament got 
iq)permost ? Were it not better to let them 
settle their own differences without inter* 
ference, while the chiefs in the mean time 
took the opportunity of establishing thek 
own authority in a manner not to be called 
in question hereafter by either King or 
Parliament ? He reminded Allan M^Aulay 
that the measures taken in the last reign to 
settle the peace, as was alleged of the High- 
lands, were in fact levelled at the patri- 
archal power of the chieftains,*— apd be 
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floentioned the celebrated settlement of the 
life undertakers, as they^ were called, in 
the Lewis, as part of a deliberate plan, 
formed to introduce strangers among the 
Celtic tribes, to, destroy by degrees their 
ancient customs and mode of government, 
and to despoil them of the inheritance of 
ttieir Others. And yet," he continued, ad« 
dressing Allan, «^ it is for the purpose of 
^ving despotic aothorit^^ to the monarch 
by whom these ^^signs have been nursed, 
that so many Highland chieft are upon the 
point i^ quarrelling with, and drawing the 
sword against their neighbours, aUies, and 
ancient confederates.'' 

<* It is to my brother," said Allah, *• it is 
to the eldest son of my father's house that 
the Knight of Ardenvohr must address 
these remonstrances. I am, indeed, the 
brotiier of Angus ; but in being so,^ I am 
only the first of his clansmen, and bound 
to shew an example to the others by my 
ohearful and ready obedience to his com- 
mands." 
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^* The cause also/' said Lord Menteith> 
interposing, <* is far more general than Sif 
Duncan Campbell seems to suppose it. It 
is neither limited to Saxon nor to Gael, 
to mountain nor to strath, to Highlands, 
nor to Lowlands. The question is, if we will 
continue to he governed by the unlimited 
authority assumed by a set of persons ia 
no respect superior to ourselves, instead of 
returning to the natural government of the 
Prince against whom they have rebelled. 
And respecting th? interest of the High- 
lands in particular,*' he added, «* I.crave, 
Sir Duncan Campbell's pardoafor my plain- 
ness } but it seems very clear to. me, that^ 
the only effect produced • by the present 
usurpation, wiil be the agrandisement a£ 
one overgrown clan at the expence of every 
independent chief in the Highlands." 

•' I will not reply to you, my lord,** said 
Sir Duncan Campbell, " because 1 know 
your prejudices, and from whom they are 
borrowed j yet you will pardon my saying, 
that being at the head of a rival branch of 



tHe Hoase of 6rabain» I have both read of 
Md known an £arl of Menteith who would 
have disdained to ; have been tutored in 
poUtiCiiy or. to have been commanded in 
vmr^ i)j. §9 Earl of Montrose." 

<< You will $qd it in vain, Sir Duncan,'* 
said Lord Menteith, haughtily, '* to set my 
vanity in Arms, against my principles. The 
King gave my ancestors their title and 
ritnk} and these shall never prevent my 
acting,, in the Royal c^use, under any one 
who is better qyalified than myself to be a 
commander in chief. Least of all, shall 
any miserable jealousy prevent me from 
placingmy han4 and sword under the gui 
dance of the bravest^, the most loyal, the 
most heroic spirit among our Scottish no* 
bility." 

" Pity," said Sir Duncan Campbell, ** that 
you cannot add to his panegyric the farther 
epithets of the ;nost steady, and the most 
Qon$i^ent« But I have no purpose of de- 
bating these points with you, my lord,** 
waving his hapd,:as if to avoid further dis« 
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cussioti ; *< the die is cast witk 70U*; al^ 
low me ODly to express my sorrpw for the 
disastrous fate to which Angus M'Auhy's 
natural rashness, and your lordship's itifla* 
ence, are dragging my gallant friend Attan 
here, with his father's clady and many' a 
brave man besides." 

<^ iTh^ die is cast for us all. Sir Duncan,** 
replied Allan, looking gloomy; ^ the iron 
hand of destiny branded our fate upoA our 
fore- head long ere we could form a wish, 
or raise a finger in our own bdialf. Were 
this otherwise, by what means does the Seer 
ascertain the future from those shadowy 
presages which haunt his waking and his: 
sleeping eye ? Nought can be fweseea but 
that which is certain to happen." 

Sir Duncan Campbell was about to reply, 
and the darkest and most contested point 
of metaphysics might have been brought 
into discussion betwixt two Highland dis- 
putants, when the door opened, and Annot 
Lyle, with her clairshach in her hand, m* 
tered the apartment The freedom of a 
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Highland maiden was in her step and in 
her eye; for, bred up in the closest in^ 
timacy with the Laird of M^Aulay and his 
brother, with Lord Menteith, and other 
young men who frequented Darnlinvarach^ 
she possessed none of that timidity which 9 
female educated chiefly among her own sex 
would either have felt, or thought neces- 
sary to assume, upon an occasion Uke the 
present* 

Her dress partook of the antique, for 
new fashions seldom penetrated into thei 
Highlands, nor would they easily have 
found their way to a castle inhabited chief- 
ly by n^en whose sole occupation was war^ 
and the chase. Yet Annot's garqaents were 
not only becoming, but even rich. Her 
open jacket, with a high collar, was com* 
posed of blue cloth, richly embroidered, 
and had silver clasps to fasten, when it 
pleased the weiarer» Its sleeves, which 
were wide^ came no lower than the elbow,, 
and terminated inagdden fringe; under 
this upper coat, if it can be so termed, she 

A St 
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wore an under dress of blue satin, alsa 
richly embroidered, but which was several 
shades lighter in colour than the upper gar- 
ment The petticoat was formed of tartan 
silk, in. the set, or pattern, of which the co- 
lour of blue greatly predominated,, so as ta 
remove the tawdry effect too frequently pro- 
duced in tartan, by the mixture and strong 
opposition of colours. An antique silveir 
chain hung round her neck, and supported 
the wre$U or key witb which she tuned ber 
^ instrument A smalf ruff rose above her coL 
iar, and was secured by a broach pf some va^^ 
lue, an old keep-5ake from Lord Mentekh« 
Her profusion of ^ight haijE almost hid hei 
laughing eyes, while, with a smile and n 
i^lushy she. mentioned that she had M^Aut 
lay's directions to aisk.them if they chos4 
piusic. Sir Puncaq Pampbell ga^ed with 
considerable surprise arid interest ajt .the 
lovely fkpparition which thus interrupted 
his debate with Allan M'Aulay. . ., 

<< Can this,!' he said to him in a whispei^ 
<< a creature so beautiful and elegant, be ^^ 
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domestic musician of your brother's esta- 
blishment?" 

^* By no means,*' an&wered Allan» hastily, 
yet with some hesitation ; ^* she is a '■ ■ a 
«-^near relation of our family f*-aiid treated," 
he added, more firmly, *^ as an adopted 
daughter of our father's house." 

As he sp.Qls;e thus, he arose from his seat, 
and with that air of courtesy which every 
Highlander can assume when it suits him 
to practise it, he resigned it to Annot, and 
offered to her, at the same time^ whatever 
refreshments the table afforded, \vith an as- 
siduity which was probably designed to 
give Sir Duncan an impression of her rank 
and consequence. If such was Allan's pur- 
pose, however, it w^s unnecessary. Sir 
Duncan kept his eyes fixed upon Annot 
wiib an' expression of much deeper interest 
than could have arisen from any. impression 
that she was^ a person of consequence. 
Annot even felt embarrassed under the old 
knight's stend^^aae.; aftdat was not yirith^ 
out considenible habitations thaty. tuning 
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ber instrutneiit, and recehriDg an assenting 
look from Lord Menteith and Allan, she 
executed the fi>lIowing ballad, which our 
friend, Mr Secundus M^Fherson, whose 
gocMiness we had brfoie to ackiiowledge» 
has (ibus trannlated into the English tongue : 

THE ORPHAN MAID. 

NovmberVhail-cIoad drifU away^ 

Noveibber*! aim-beam wan 
Looks cblcQy on dicf casde grey. 

When ftirth eomet Z^y Anncf 

The olrpban by the oak was set. 

Her arms, her fbet, were bare. 
The hail-drops had not mdted yet. 

Amid her raven hair. 

'^ And, dame,"* she said, '' by all the ties 

That child and mother know. 
Aid one who never knew these joys. 

Believe an orphan's woe.*^ 

■ 

The lady said, '' An orphan's state 

Is hard and sad to bear ; 
Yet worse the widow'dttiother's At^ 

YTho numnia bolh ted iSnd bein 
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^ TwdTe tiiaM the lolliog year luis wg^i, ' 

Since^ while from veogeMioe "wild 
Of fierce Strathalkn's chief I fled, 
Forth's eddies whelmed my child." 

** Twdv^e times Ae yeur its count his hciti/ 

The waadexii^ maid replied, 
'^ Since fishers on St Bridget's mom 

Drew Qets on Cambria side. 

'^ St Bridget sent ho scaly spoil ; 

An infant, well nigh dead. 
They saved, and reared in want and to3j 

To beg from you her bread." 

That orphan maid the lady kissed,— 
'^ My husband's looks you bear ; 

Saint Bridget and her mom be blessed I 
You are his widow's heir," 

They^ve robed that maid, so poor and pale, 
^ In silk and sandals rare; 
And pearls, for dr6pe of frosen hai^ 
Are glistening in her hak.* 
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* The admirers of pure Celtic antiquity, notwithstand« 
ing the elegance of the above translation, may be desi^ 
roua to see a literal version from the originil Gaelic, 



While th^sotig proceeded. Lord Men: 
teith observed, with' acme surprise, that it 



which we therefore subjoin >. and hanr« cml j to add, 
that the original is deposited with Mt Jedediah Cleish- 
botham. 

Literal Translation. 

The hail-blast had dnfted away upon the wings of 

"^the gale of autumn. The sun looked from between the 

clouds^ pale as the wounded hero who rears his head 

feebly on the heath when the roar of battle hath passed 

oyer him. 

Finele, tlie Lady of the Casde^ camerforth ta.see her 
maidens pass to the herds with their leglins. 

There sat an orphan maiden beneath the old oak-tree 
of appointment. The withered leaves fell around her^ 
and her heart was more withered than they. 

The parent of the ice (poetically taken for thct frost) 
still congealed the hail-drops in her h^ur ; they were 
like the specks of white ashes on the twisted bot^ghs of 
the blackened and half-consumed oak. . 

And the maiden said^ *' Give me comfort^ Lady^ I 
am an orphan child." And the Lady replied^ ^* How 
pan I give that which I have not ? I am the widow.of 
fk slain lordj — the mother of a perished child. . When I 
flad in my fear frpm the vengeance of my husbanda 
fibe, our bark was overwhelmed in tlie tidej, and my ia^ 
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itppeared to produce a muoh deeper effect 
upon the mind of Sir Duncan Campbell^ 
than he could possibly have anticipated 
from his age and character. He well knew 
that the Highlandersof that pet iod posses- 
fed a much greater sensibility both for tale 
and song than was found among their Lqw« 
land neighbours j but even this, he thought, 
hardly accounted for the embarrassment 
with which the old man withdrew hia eyes 



fant perished. This was on Saint Bridget's mom, n«ar 
the strong Lyns of Campsie. May ill luck light upon 
the day." And the maiden answered^ '^ It was on Saint 
Bridget's 'moini^ and twelve harvests before this time^ 
that the fishermen of Campsie drew in their nets neither 
grilse nor salmon, but an infant half dead,' who hath sioce 
lived in misery, and must die, unless she is now aidedl^ 
And the Lady answered, '^ Blessed be Saint Bridget 
and her m^n, for these ^e the dark eyes and the fak 
oon look of my slain lord ; and thine shall be the inher 
xitance of his widow." And she called for her waiting 
attendants, and she bade them clothe that maiden in 
iOk and in samite; and the pearls which they hi^e 
wove annong her black tressesy were whiter than th^ 
fiosen hail-dropf^ 
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from the songstressi as if unwiUitig to suffisr 
them to rest on an object so interesting* 
Still less was it to be expected, that fea« 
tures which expressed aride, stern common 
sense, and the aust^evhabit of authority:« 
should have been so much agitated by so 
trivial a circumstance. As the Chiefs brow 
became clouded, he drooped his large shag* 
gy grey eye-brows until they almost con- 
cealed his eyes, on th6 lids of which some- 
thing like a tear might be seen to glisten* 
He remained silent and fixed in the same 
posture for a minute or two, after the last 
note had ceased to vibrate* He then rai^ 
sed his head, and having looked at Annot 
Lyie, as if about to speak to her, he as sud- 
denly changed that purpose, and was about 
to address Allan, when the door opened^ 
and the Lord of the Castle made his ap^^ 
pearance. 



A L£6£N]> Qf HONTBOfeB* 



17 



CHAPTER II. 



Dark on their journey loured the gloomy day, 
Wild wure the hUIt, and douVtfui grew the way | ' 
yiov dark, more sioomyt and more dduhtful. ibew'd 
The manftion, which received them from tha road. 

Thb Travellirs^ a Bmance.' 

f r 

• f . 

Angus M^AulAt was chargedwitha ibes* 
sage which he seemed to find some difficul- 
ty in communicating ; fot it was hot till 
after he had framed his speech several di& 
ferent ways, and blundered them all, that 
he succeeded in letting Sir Duncan Camp« 
bell know that the cavalier who was to ac- 
company him was waiting in readiness, 
and that all was prepared for his return to 
Inverary. Sir Duncan Campbell rose up 
very indignantly; the affiront which this 
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message implied immediately driving out 
*crf*his recollection the sensibility \vhich had 
.been awakened by the music. 

^< I little expected this»" he said, looking 
indignantly at Angus M'AuIay. <* I little 
thought that there was a chief in the West 
Highlands, who, at the pleasure of a Saxon, 
would have bid the Knight of Ardenvohr 
leave his castle when the sun was declining 
from the meridian^ and ere the second cup 
had been filled. But farewell^ sir, the food 
of a churl does not satisfy the appetite ; 
when I next revisit Darnlinvarach, it shall 
be with a naked sword in one band -and a 
fire-brand in the other." 

" And if you so come," said Angus^ ** ^ 
pledge myself to meet you faiily^ though 
you brought five hundred Campbells at 
your back, and to afford you and them such 
entejtainment that you shall not again com^ 
plain of the hospitality of Darnlinvarach*" 

•* Threatened men," said Sir Duncan^ 
«• live long. Your turn for gasconading. 
Laird of M^Aulay, is too well known, that 
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man of honouv should regard your 
To youy my lord, and to Allan, who have 
supplied the plaoe of my churlish host, I 
kave my thanks. And to you, pretty 
mistress,'' he said^ addressing Annot Lyle^ 
^ this little token, of having, opened ^ 
Ibiintain which hath been dry for many a. 
yean*? So saying he left the apartment^ 
and commanded: his attendants to be sum- 
moned. A^gue M^ Aulay, equally embaN 
ussed and incensed at the charge of inhos* 
pitality,. which, was the greatest possible^ 
affront to a Highlander^ did not follow Sir 
Puncan to the court-yard, where mounting, 
his palfrey, whieh was in readiness, folio w^t 
ed by six mounted attendants, and acconu. 
piinied by the nohLe Captain Balgetty,. wha 
had also awaited him, holding Gustavu» 
rf ady fop- action, though he did not dtaw 
his girths and mount till. Sir Duncan ap« 
peared, the whole cav^al^ade left the castle^ 
The journey was long, and toilsome, buij 
witliout any of the exjxeme privations 
which the I^^rd o^ JM^Aul^y had.prophe* 
lied. In truth. Sir Duncan, was very cau« 



tious to avoid IhoM nesrer aad more secret 
pathii by meanfi of wiiieli the oounty of 
Argy.ie vfM accessible fitm die westward f 
for hia relation^ and' cBief, the Marquist wa» 
ysed to boast, tliat he w^ould not for a bun* 
dred thousand crowns any mortal should" 
know the passes by which an armed force- 
Kould pex^etrate into his country; 

Sir Duncan Campbell, therefore, rather- 
shunned the Highlands, and &lling into- 
the low country, made for the nearest sea-^ 
port, where he had several half-decked gaU 
lies, or birUngs,,as they were called, at his 
command; Ita one of these they embarked^, 
with Gustavus in company, who was so 
seasoned to adventure, that land and sea 
seemed as indifferent to him as to his mas« 
ten 

The wind being ftimutable, they pursu- 
ed their way rapidly witli sails and Oars ;^nd 
early the next morning it was announced 
to Captain Dalgetty, then in a small cabin 
under the half-deck, that the galley was. 
under the walls of Sit Duncan Campbell's 
castle^ 
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• Ardenvohc, accordingly, Tose kigh above 
bim, when he came upon the deck of the 
galley. It was a gloomy sqviaie tower, of 
considerable size and great height, situated 
upon a headland projecting into the salt 
water lake, or arm of the sea, which, they 
Imd entered on the precedingevening. A 
wall, with flanking towers at each angle, 
surrounded the castle to landward ; but to^ 
wards the lake, it was built so near the 
brink of the precipice as only to leave room 
for a battery of seven guns, designed to 
furotect the fortress from any insult from 
that side, although situated too high to be 
of any eflfeclual use according to the mo* 
^erA system of warfare* 

The^asterfi sun, rinng behind the oH 
tower, flung its shadow fax an the lake^ 
darkening the dedc of the galley, on which 
Ciaptain Ddtgetty now walked, waiting with 
some impatience the signal to land. Sir 
Duncan Campbell, as he was infortned by 
Ids attendantsb was idready within the waMs 
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<>f the eastle; but no one encouraged the 
'captain's proposal of following him ashoffe, 
vntii, as tfaey stated, they should receive 
the direct permission or order of the Kn^t 
of Arden vohn 

In a lihoft time aEfterwards the man- 
date arrived » while a boat, with a piper 
in the boW, bearing the Knight of Ar^ 
denvohr's crest in stiver upon his left 
arm, and jriaying with all his might th6 
family march, entitled The Campbells are 
Coming, arrived to conduct the envoy of 
Montrose to the castle of Ardenv6hr» 
The distance between the galley and tiie 
beach was so short as scarce to require the 
assistance of the eight sturdy rowers, in 
f>ofinets, short coats, and trews, whose 
e^rts sent the boat to the little ereek in 
which they usually landed, befbre one could 
have conceived that it had left the side of 
the birling. Two of the boatmen, in spite 
of Dalgetty's resistance, horsed the captain 
on the back of a third Highlander, and 
wadiDg through the aurf with him, landed 
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him fa%h and cky upon tbe beach benteth 
the castle rock. In the face of this rock 
there appeared something like the entrance 
of a* low-browed cavern, towards which the 
assistants were ^eparing to hurry our friend 
Dalgetty, when, shaking himself loose from 
them with some difficulty, he insisted upon 
seeingGustavus safely landed before he pro- 
ceeded one step farther. The Highlanders 
cduld not comprehend what he meant, un« 
til one who had picked up a little English^ 
^r rather Lowland Scotch, . exclaimed, 
<* fiouts 1 its a' about her horse, ta useless 
baste;'' f\irther remonstrance on the part 
of 'Captain Dalgetty was interrupted by 
-the appearance of Sir Duncan Campbell 
himself, from tlie mouth of the cavern 
wfaieh we have described, for the purpose 
0f iiivitiftg Captain Dalgetty to accept of 
the hospitality of Ardenvohr, pledging 
his honour, at ttie same time, that Gusta- 
irust should be treated as became the hero 
from whom he derived his name, not to 
QMition the important person to whom be 
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now belonged. Notwithstanding thia satis- 
&ctQTy gu»fa9tee» Citpttin DtJgetty^ would 
still have h|eiitated» such wa9 his ansietjr 
to witness the fate of his companion Gus* 
tavaSi had not two Highlanders seised him 
by the armsi two more pushed him on bor 
bind^ !white.a fift^v exclaimed,^ Hout awlBf 
m* the daft JSasenalch! does she no bear 
the laird bidding her up to her aiA casde^ 
«nd is na that very mickle honour for the 
likeo'her^ 

TlwP impfilled» Captaiii I^igetfty could 
^nly keep a reverted eye towatdl the gaA^ 
ley in which he had left the pail^er oi his 
miUtary toils. In a few minutes afterWHrda 
he fouodiiimself iny<^ed in die total dufe- 
liess of a staircasep which^ ei^rifig -fioso 
the low-browed cavern which we have men- 
tioned^ winded upwards through the eiK 
trails of the living rock. 

<* The cursed Highland salvages," mui- 
tered the captain, half aloud ; ^* witat is to 
become of me if Guatavus^ the namesake 
of the invincible Lion of the ProtestaiiHt 
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league, should be lamed among their unten- 
ty hands." 

** Have no fear of that," said the voice 
of Sir Duncan, who was nearer to him than 
he imagined ; ^< m j men are accustomed 
to handle horses, both in embarking and 
dressing them, and you will soon see 6us- 
tavus as safe as when you last dismounted 
from his back." 

Captato Da^etty knew the world too 
well to ofier any further remonstrance» 
whatever un^^iness he might suppress 
within bis own bosom. A step or two 
higher up the stair shewed light and a 
door, and an iron-grated wicket led him 
oat iipon a gallery cut in the open face 
of the rock, extending a space of about 
six or dght yards, until he reached a 
seecHid door, where the path re-entered the 
rock, and which was also defended by an 
iron portcullis. << An admirable traverse^** 
observed the Captain ; ** and if commanded 
by a field-piece^ or even a few musquets, 

VOL. IV. B 
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quite sufficient to ensure the J^tece agtiinst 
a storming party." ' i - ^ ^ 

Sir Duncan Campbell made n6 imfivl^er 
at the time ; but, the moment afterdrttfiJsi 
when they had entered the second cAV^tfi, 
he struck with the stick which he baditi 
his hand, first on the one side, and tben-tMi 
the other 6f the wicket, and the Mtten 
ringing sound which replied to the blo^wft, 
made Captain Dalgetty sensible that th€fi»e 
was a gun placed on each side for the pur- 
pose of raking the gallery through w4vicli 
they had passed, although the embras^i^s, 
through which they might be fired •im 
occasion, were masqued on the ouli^ide 
with sods and loose stones. Having as- 
cended the secotfd stair-case, ihey found 
themselves again on an open platform and 
gallery, exposed to a fire both of musquetry 
and wall-giins, ifi being come ^ith hodtite. 
intent, they had ventured farther. A tbitd 
flight of steps, cut in the rock like the fiar* 
mer, but not caverned over^led them finally 
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iskto the battery at the foot of the tower. 
This last stair also was narrow and steep* 
and, pot to mention the fire which might be 
direi^ted on it from above, one or two rjsso- 
lute men, with pikes and battle-axes, could 
haye^ made the pass good against hundreds, 
for- t^' stair-case would not^ admit .two 
p^rsQns abreast, and was not secured by any 
soft pf balustrade or railing from the sheer 
and abrupt precipicei on the foot of which 
tbi? tid^e now rolled with a voice of thunder. 
So that, under the jealous precautions used 
to secure this ancient Celtic fortress, a per- 
son, of weak nerves, and a brain liable to be- 
come dizzy, might have found it sopiething 
diffiqult to have achieved the entrance to 
th,e castle, even supposing no resistance had 
been offered. 

Captain Dalgetty, too old a soldier to feel 
such tremors, was no sooner arrived in the 
court-yard, than he protested to God, the 
defences of Sir Duncans castle reminded 
him more of the notable fortress of Span« 
dau, situated in the March of Branden- 
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burgb, than of any place whilk it had been 
his foitune to defend in the course of his 
travels. Nevertheless, he criticised consi- 
derably the mode of placing the guns on 
the battery we have noticed, observing, that 
«• where cannon were perched, like to scarts 
or sea-guils, on the top of a rock, he had 
ever observed that they astonished inore 
by their noise than they dismayed by the 
damage which they occasioned.'^ 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conduct- 
ed the soldier into the tower ; the defences 
of which were a portcullis and iron* clench- 
ed oaken door, the thickness of the wall 
being the space between them. He had 
no sooner arrived in a hall hung with ta- 
pestry, than th'e Captain prosecuted his mi- 
litary criticism. It was indeed suspended 
by the sight of an excellent breakfast, 
of which he partook with great avidity ; 
but no sooner had he secured this meal, 
than he made the tour of the apart- 
xifient, examining the ground around the 
castle very carefully from each window in 
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the room. He then returned to his chair, 
and throwing himself back into it at his 
lengthy stretched out one manly leg» and 
tapping bis jack-boot with the riding*rod 
which he carried in his hand, after the man- 
ner of a half-bred man who affects ease 
in the society of his betters, he delivered 
his unasked opinion as follows : — *^ This 
bouse of yourst now» Sir Duncan, is a very 
iftttty defensible sort of a tenement, and 
yet it is hardly such as a cavaliero of ho* 
aoiir would ejipect to maintain his credit 
by holding out for many days. For, Sir 
Duucan, if it pleases you to notice, your 
bouse is over-crowed, and stigbted, or 
coounanded, as we military men say, by 
yonder round hillock to thelandward, where- 
on an enemy might stell such a battery of 
cannon as would make ye glad to beat a 
cbamade within forty^eight hours, unless it 
pleased the X^rd extraordinarily to shew 

mercy." 

«< There is no road," replied Sir Dun- 
can, somewhat shortly, <' by which cannon 
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can be brought against Ardehvohn The 
swamps and morasses would scarce carry 
your horse and yourself, excepting by such? 
paths as could be rendered impassable wtlb-^ 
in a few hoars.'* - i '• -j 

<* Sir Duncan,'* said the Captain, ** it i^ 
your pleasure to suppose so; and }'et we 
martial men say, that where there is a sea- 
coast there is a naked side, seeing thai 
cannon and munition, where they cannot; 
be transported by land, may be right dasity; 
brought by sea near to the place wfaer^ 
they are to be put in action. Neither i^ a 
castle, however secure in its situation,^ to 
be accounted altogether invincible, dr, aa' 
they say, impregnable ; for I protest t*ye, 
Sir Duncan, that I have known twenty- 
five men, by the niere surprise and audaci- 
ty of the attack, win, at point of pike, as 
strong a hold as this of Ardenvohr, sTnd 
put to the swdrd, captivate, or iiold to the 
ransom, the defenders, being ten times their 
own number." 

Notwithstanding Sir Duncan Campbell's 
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knowledge of the wprld^ and his power of 
coDcealiiig bis interpal emotion^ be appear* 
ed piqued and hurt at these reflections^^ 
vhioh the Captain made with the: most un» 
conscious gravity, having mer^ely selected 
the. subject, of conversation as one upon 
whiqh he thought himself capable of shi- 
ni9g> Mid^ as th^y say, of laying down'the 
l^yr^ without exactly recollecting that, the 
topic. Qiigbt, hot be equally. agreeable to his 
landlord. . . 

*' To. cut this matter short," said Sir 
Duncan^ with an expression of voice and 
Countenance somewhat agitated^ << it is un* 
necessary for you to tell me, Captain Thlf 
gettyi that a castle may be stormed if it is 
oot yatlorously; defended, or surprised if it 
is w^ .heedfuUy watched* I trust this poor 
hp.usf^ off mine will not be found in any of 
t)}ese predicaments^ should even Captain 
P^lgetty himself chuse to beleaguer it/' 

^*. Jlor all. that. Sir Dunqan," answered 
the persevering commander, «* I, would pre- 
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monish you, as a friend, to trace out a 
sconce upon that round hill, with a good 
graff^ or ditch, whffr may be eainly accoim 
pushed by compelling the labcnir of the 
boors in the vicinity ; it being the custom 
of the valorous Gustavus Adolphus to 
fight as much by the spade and shovel, as 
by sword, pike, «nd musquet. Also I 
would advise you to fortify the said sconce^ 
not only by a fotissie m graflb, but also by 
certain stackets or palisades.'' — (Here Sir 
Duncan, becoming impatient, left theapart- 
mirnt, the Captain following hiiti to thfe 
door, and raising his vmce as he retreated;^ 
until he waa&iriy out of hearing. )'-«^< The 
whilk stackets o^ pdisades should be arti- 
ficially framed with re-entering angles and 
loop-hdes, or crendles, for musquetry, 
whereof it shall arise that the foemen-— — * 
The Highland brute ! the old Highland 
brute ! They are as inmid as peacocks, and 
as obstinate as tups-^and here he has missed 
an opportunity <tf making his house as pret- 
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ty an irregular fortification as an invading 
army ever broke their teeth upom But I 
seet" he cootinuedy looking down frona the 
ismidow upon the biAtoin of the precifucOy 
«* they have got Gustavus safe ashore^-pro* 
per &Uow ! I would know that toss of his 
head among a whole squadron. I must go 
to see whM they are to make of him.'' 

He had no sooner reached, however, the 
court to the seaward, and put himself in 
the act of descending the stair- case, than 
two Highland sentinels, advancing their 
luoch^ber a^es, gave him to understand 
that this was a service of danger. 

** Diavolo !'^ said the soldier, ^< and I 
have got no pass- word. I could not speak 
a syllable of their salvage gibberish, an ijt 
were to save me from the provost-marshal." 
^ I will be your surety," said Sir Dun«. 
ean, ** Captain Dalgetty," who had again 
approached him without his observing from 
whence ; ^^ and we will go together, and 
flee how ypur favourite pharger is accom* 
modatiEKL? 

b2 
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lie conducted him accordingly down 
the stair- case to the beach, and from thetice ^ 
by a short tarn behfnd a large rock, vrhich * 
concealed the stable and other offices be** 
longing to the castle. Captain Dalgetty' 
became sensible, at the same time, that ihe^ 
aide of the castle to the land was rendered to- ' 
tally inaccessible by a ravine, partly natural - 
and partly scarped with great eareand la-' 
bdur, so as to be only passed' by a drawbridge. 
Still, however, thei captain insisted, not-' 
withstanding the triumphant air with which'' 
Sir Duncan pointed out bis defences, that^ 
a sconce should be erected on Drumsnaby' 
i^e round eminence td the east of the csistle, " 
in respect the hou^e tkight be annoyed from 
thenee by burning bullets full df fire^ shot 
out of cannon^ accdi'ding to the eiirioua 
invention of Stephen Bathiany King of Po* • 
land, whereby that prince utbrly rukied iim. 
great Muscovite city of Moscow; TMai 
invention^ Captain Dalgetty owned, he hsid^ 
not yet witnesaed, bat observed, ^* tliat it 
would give him particular delectation to»^ '• 
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the same put to the .proof agaioAt 
Ardeo vohr^ .Qc aoy other castle of similar 
strength;"' obierviogy V that so curious ao 
e:c{>ertment could not but afford the great* 
est}do%bt to lall adnstirers of the ;military 

Sir Duncan Campbell diverted this con- 
versation by carrying the soldier into Iiis 
stablos^ aod suflfering hiiu to arrange Gus« 
tavus.aqcordiog to his own will and plea» 
8ute«i After this duty had beeo carefully 
per&riuddi Captain Dalgetty proposed to 
return to the castle, observing it was his 
intention to spend the time betwixt this 
and dkiiier, which, he presumed, would 
coflse Upon the parade about noon, in 
burnishing his armour, which having sus- 
tained some injury from the sea-air, migbt» 
he was afraid, seem discreditable in the 
ey*Bk \pi. M*Callam More. Yet, while 
tl«i)tl<vei:e returning to the castle, he failed 
n^f^m^xn Sir Duncan Campbell against 
th« great injury he might sustain by any 
suddea onfall of an f^emy, whereby his 
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]ione8» cattle, and granaries might be cut 
luff and oontumed, to his great prejudice; 
wherefiHfe» he again strongly conjured him 
to construct a sconce upon the round hiK 
called Drunwnab, and oifered his own 
friendly services in lining out the samc^ 
To this disinterested advice Sir Dvincan 
only repHed by ushering his guest to bis 
apartment, and informing him that the ti^. 
liag of the castle bell woidd nwke him awara 
when dinner was ready* 
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CHAPTEBIIL 

Is iSbis thy caatle, Baldwin ?— Jtf ejgDcholjr 
Displays ber sable banner from tbe donjon, 
Baiieafng ifte wImAb fenm of She surge benenth. 
W«f« I • iMNbym 19 le^ Ah iloqin 
Pollute the face of nature, and to hear 
The ceaseless sound of wave, and seabird's scream, 
I'd wish aie fai the hut fhsit poorest peasant 
E'er ftwneA t^give Vm ymvomry ihctov 

Thb gaihxA Ritt master would wBlmgly 
huve eaipleyed his leilsure in studying the 
exterior of Sir Duncan's castle, and verify- 
ing his own miUtary ideas upon the nature 

m 

df its defences. But a stout sentinel, who 
mounted guard with a Lochab^-axe at the 
door of his apartment, gave him to under- 
stand, by v»y significant signs, that he was 
in a sort of honourable captivity. 

** It is strange,** thought the Ritt-master 
to himself, •« how well tliese salvages under- 
stand the rtdes And practique of war. Who 
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would have pre-supposed their acquaint- 
ance with the maxim of the great and god- 
like Gustavus Adolphus^ that a flag of' 
truee should be half a messenger half a 
spy?" And, bayfi\g fwflied burnishing 
his arms, he sate down patiently to com- 
pute how much half ^ a dollar per diem 
would amount (o at the ?nd<of ;^ ^x poooths 
campaign ; and, when he had settled that . 
problem^ proceeded to the more abstruse 
calculations necessary for dic^wing up s| b&t« 
talion of two tliomaiid oienon the prini^ple 
of extracting the square root 

FiTom he ipi4sii^gS|)ie was tqhs^ \^ i^ 
joyiul ^un4 .pf th^ ^iflBerfbell, .«^ .^; 
sound of whiij)iJtii^ ^ighlanderi lately. hi&^. 
guar(|,, .became .h^^gpn^emap-usher^ apd 
maffhallpd J^m \q tlj^pthftlU.wlveire a tft^^. 
with f4iMM; covers, Ijar^i wppl^. prpjrfs fif.^ 
HighUn^ hpsffi^lUy. SirPiwJis^n en^t^< 
con4ufti^ his lady, a ^U^faded^ mj^if^it 
oholy fi^nialfy^drpsed in deep i^omrpingv^ 
They vFcrQ fodlqw^d by^ presbjtfriap cler- 
gyn\an iq his Qejieya clp»l^ ?;nd ^e^^fiog fL: 
Uack silk scq^^capvcoveiring his shcMt hair 
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80 closely, that it could scarce be lieen at 
all, so that the unrestricted ears had an un^ 
due predominance in the general aspect* 
This ungraceful fashion was universal at 
the' time, and led partly t6 the nicknames 
of roundheads, prick-eared curs, and so 
forth, vAiich the insolence of the caValieri 
liberally bestowed bn their political ene* 
mies; ■ . • . 

Sir Duncan presented his military guest 
to his lady, who received' his technical salu- 
tattdn with a stiff and silent revefcoce, in 
which it could scarce be judged whether 
pr!^e of melancholy had the greater share. 
The chtfrchraari, i^J' whdfil he was next pre- 
sehtfed^ ieJyl^d htm with^a gknce of niingted 
dislike and curiosity. But the Captain, well 
actiistbmed to worse lobksfrom more dan- 
gerbife persons, carerl very little eitfefjr for 
those of th6 lady or of the divine, but b6nt 
bis ti^hofe soul upon assaulting a hnge pieced 
of beef, which smoked at the wether end of 
the table. But the onslaught, as he would 
hapre termal it» was deUyed until the ton^ 
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chiskm of a veiy loi^ grace» betwixt every 
seetioii <^ which Dalgetty bandied his knjbfe 
9dA fmk^ aa he might have done bis muik 
ket or pike when going upon action, and 
as often resigned them unwillingly when 
tbe prolix chaplain commenced another 
clause of his benedktion. Sir Dunciin lis^ 
teoed with decency, though he was sup^ 
posed rather to have joined the Covenant 
ters out of devotion to his chief, than real 
respect for tbe cause either of liberty w oS 
presbytery^ His lady alone attended to 
tbe bleasiiig, with syinptoms ot deep acqui* 
esciSEice. 

The meal was performed almost in Car- 
thusian silence ; for it was none of Captain 
Dalgetty's habits to employ his n^uth in 
talking, while it could be more profitably 
occupied. Sir Duncan was absolutely si* 
lent,. and the lady and churchman only 
occasionally exchanged a few words, apokt 
1^ low, and inditetinctly^ 

.But, wberi the dishes were removed, and 
their place, supplied by liquors of various 



A LB0BND OF MOVTWmE. 41 

sortfl^ Captain Dalgetty no longer had» him* 
self, the same weighty reasons for isilenoe, 
aikl b^an to tire of that of the rest of the 
company. He commenced a new attack 
upon his landlord, upon the former grounds 

** Tbucfaing tbat round monticle, or hilJ^ 
or eminence, termed Drumsnab, I would 
be proud to hold some dialogue with you; 
Sir Duncan, on. the nature of the sconce 
to be there constructed ; and whether the 
angles tibereof shcnild be acute or obtuse--^ 
anent wfailk I have heard the great Velt> 
Mareschal Bannier hold a learned argur 
m^it with General Tiefienbach during a 
sdll*^ stand of arms.^ 

<« Captain Dalgetty,*' answered Sir Dun- 
can Tery drily, ^ it is not our Highland 
usage to debate military p<nnt8 with strangers. 
This castle is like to hold out against a 
Stronger enemy than any fm'ce which the 
unfortunate geiktlemen wc left at Damtin^ 
varach are able to bring against it" 

A deep sigh from the lady accompanied 
the conc^ion of her husband's speech. 
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which seemed to remmdher of somi paiop- 
ful circumstftnce^ 

«' He who gaTO,*' said the .clergyman, ad* 
dressing her in a soletim tone, **hathtakie& 
away. May^you, homntrable lady^ beibtig 
enabled to say blesiicd be bis name*" '' 

To this exhortation^ ^ich seemed ins. 
tended for her sole behoof, the lady answer^ 
ed by an inclination of her head, more huni^ 
ble than Captain Dalgetty had yet observed 
her make* Supposing he should now. find 
her in a more conversible humour^ he 
proceeded to accost her. 

*^ It is indubitably very natural that your 
ladyship should be downcast at the men- 
tion of military preparations^ whilk I have 
observed to spread, perturbation; among 
women of all nations, and almost all con« 
ditiona. Nevertheless, Penthesileo, inau^ 
cient times, and also Joan of Arc» 'and 

• 

Others, were of a different kidney. Atid^ 
as I have learned whil6 I served tbfr Spav- 
niard* the Duke- of Alva, in former tikies 
bad the leaguer^lasaes who foilowed 'bis 
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(auop marshalled into terOas, (whilk we 
cfill regiments), and officered and com- 
manded by thoseof their own feminine, and 
regalited by a commander-in-chier, called 
in German Hureweibler, or, as we would say 
vernacularly. Captain of the Queans. True 
it is,: they were persons not to be named as 
parallel to your ladyship, being such qiM 
fumHum carparibus ^fiidebantj as we. said of 
Jean Drochiels, at Mareschal- College, the 
same whom the French term durtisannes^ 
and we in Scottish'* — — 

'^ The Ip'dy will spare you the. trouble ot 
&rther exposition, Captain Dalgetty,** said 
his host, somewhat sternly; to which the 
clergyman added, ** that such discourse bet- 
ter befitted a watch-tower guarded by pro- 
fane soldiery than the board of an honour- 
3^^ person, and the presence of a lady of 
qtiaiitgr.'* 

5^ Craving your pardon, Domine orDoo- 
^ytmt quoctcnque aMo normne gandes^ for 
I WQuM have you to know I have stufdied 
polite letters,'? said tlie unabashed envoy, 



' 
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filling a great cup qfmne, *' I see oo growid 
for your reproof, seeing I did not speak of 
those turpeB per^otMB^ as if their occupation 
or character was a. proper subject of con- 
versation for this lady's presence, but aim- \ 
ply per (jufeiden§j as illustrating the matter 
in hands namely, their natural courage and 
audacity, much enhanced, doubtless, by 
the desperate eircumstanees of their condi* 

** Captwn Dalgetty," said Sir Duncan 
Campbell, <* to break short this discourse 
I must acqwtint you tihat I have some busi- 
ness to dispatch to*iii|^it» u order to. eaa^ 
ble me to ride with you to-momw towaids 
Inverara, and therefore^' 

** To ride with this person to-morrow l*" 
replied his lady ; '^ such cannot be your 
purpose. Sir Duocan, unless you have for* 
gotten that the morrow is a sad anniversa- 
ry, and dedicated to as sad a solemnity.'* - 

** I had not foigotten," itoswered Sir 
Duncan j ^' how is it possible I can ever 
forget ? but the necessity of the times re- 
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quires I should send this officer onward to 
Inverara, without loss of time.'* 

** Yet, surely, not that you should ac- 
company him in person/' enquired the 
lady. 

** It were better 1 did,** said Sir Duncan ; 
^* yet I can write to the Marquis, and foU 
low on the subsequent day. — Captain Dal- 
getty, I iviH dispatch a letter for you, ex- 
plaining to the Marquis of Argyle your 
character and commission, with which you 
will please to prepare to travel to Invera* 
ra, early to-morrow morning." 

** Sir Duncan Campbell," said Dalgetty, 
*' I am doubtless at yonr discretionary dis« 
posai in this matter ; not the less, I pray 
you to remember the blot which will fall 
upon your own escutcheon, if you do in any 
ways sufler me, being a commissionate flag 
of truce, to be circumvented in this matter, 
whether dam^ ri , velprecario ; I do not say 
by your assent to any wrong done to me, 
but even through absence of any due care 
on your part to prevent the same." 
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, ^ You are mider the safeguarjd of my ho- 
nour, sir," answered Sir Duncan Campbell, 
«< and that is more than a sufficient securi- 
ty. And now," continued he, risings •' I 
must set the example of retiring." 

Dalgetty saw himself under the necessitj 
of following the hint, though the hour was 
early } but, like a skilful general, be avail- 
ed himself of every instant of delay which 
circumstances permitted.^ << Trusting to 
your honourable parole," said he, filling Us 
cup9 ** I drink to you, Sir Duncan, and to 
the continuance of your honourable house.'* 
A sigh from Sir Duncan was the only reply* 
^< Also, madam," said the soldier, replenish- 
ing tlie quaigh with all possible dispatch, 
<* I drink to your honourable health, and 
fulfillment of all your virtuous desires-^^and, 
reverend sir, (not forgetting to fit the ac- 
tion to the words,) I fill this cup to the 
drowning of all unkindncss betwixt you 
and Captain Dalgetty— I should say Major 
— and, in respect the flagon contains but 

one cup more, T drink to the health of all 

11 
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honourable cavaliers and brave soldados — 
and the nask being empty, I am ready, Sir 
Duocan, to attend your factionary or sen- 
tinel to my place of private repose." 

He received a formal permission to retire, 
and an assurance that as the wine seemed to 
be to bis taste, anotber measure of the same 
vintage should attend him presently, in or- 
der to sooth the hour of his solitude. 

No sooner had the Captain reached, the 
apartment than this promise was fulfilled ; 
and, in a short time afterwards, the added 
comforts of a pasty of red-deer venison 
rendered him very tolerant both of confine- 
nient and want of society. The same do- 
mestic, a sort of chamberlain, who placed 
this good cheer in his apartment, delivered 
. to Dalgetty a packet, sealed and tied up 
with a silken thread, according to the cus- 
tpm of the time, addressed with many forms 
of respect to the High and' Mighty Prince, 
Archibald, Marquis of Argyle, Lord of 
Lome, and so forth. The chamberlain at 
the same time apprized the Ritt- master. 
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that he must take hoi^e at vi early hour ibt 
Inverara» where Uie packet of Sir Doncaa 
would be at OQce his mtroduction and his 
passport. iNot forgfHUng tliat it twas his ci^ 
ject to collect information as well as to act 
as an envoyj and desirous, fiorhis own sake, 
to ascertain Sir DuncanX reasons for send* 
Ing him onwmHi without bis personal at* 
tendapcCj the jj^itt-ma^ter enquired at the 
domestiCf with all the precaution that his 
experience suggesjted, what were the rea* 
sons which detained 3^1? D^incftn iUk :home 
on the sucifeeding daj. ,The maUt who 
was from, the low country, ropiied, *< that it 
was the habit of Sir. Dun<;an and his lady 
to observe as a day of solemn fast and hu« 
miliation the anniversary upon which their 
castle had been taken by surprise* and their 
children^ to the number of four, destroyed 
cruelly by a band of Highland freebooters 
during Sir Duncan's absence upon an expe- 
dition which the Marquis of Argyle had 
undertaken against the Macleans of the 
Isle of MuU.'' 8 
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« Troly,!* saitf the soldier,, " your lord 
and' lady have some cause for fiist and hu- 
imiiadoa; Nevertheiessi I will, venture to 
pronounce, that if he had taken the advice 
of atly experienced soldier, having ^kiil in 
the pratiques of defejidisg places.ef ad van« 
tage,' he would have built a sconce upon the 
small hill which is to the left of the draw- 
brigg. And thia I can easily prove ta you, 
mine honest friend ; for, holding that pasty 
tcibe'tliecastle—what'iyotir name, friend?" 

** Lorirner, sir,** replied the naaoi^ 

^* Hfere is to your healthy honest Lori- 
rner.-^ I say, Loriraer^— holding that pasty 
to be the main body or citadel of the place 
to be defended, and taking the marrow^ 
l>on6 for the sconce to be erected J"^ . 

•* I am/sorry, sir," said Lorimer, inter- 
rupting hiih, " that I cannot stay to hear 
the rest of yo«r demonstration; but the bell 
will present!) ring. As worthy Mr Granean- 
gow), the Marquis's awn ch^pldin, does fa^ 
mily worshipj, and only seven of our house- 
hold out of sixty persons understanding the 

VOL. IV. C 
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Scottish tongue, it would misbecome Bxty 
one of them to be absent, and greatly pre* 
judke me in the opinion of my lady. There 
are pipes and tobacco, sir, if you please to 
drink a whiff of smoke, and if you want any 
thing else, it shall be forthcoming t^o 
liours hencci when prayers are over."" So 
saying, he left the apartment 

No sooner was he gone, than the heavy 
toll of the castle^bell summoned its inhabit 
tants together j and was answered by the 
shrill clamour of the females, mixed with 
the deeper tones of the men, as, talking 
Earse at the top of their throats, they hur- 
ried from different quarters by a long but 
narrow gallery, which served as a commu<- 
nication to many rooms, and among others, 
to that in which Captain Dalgetty was sta- 
tioned. «* There they go as if they were 
beating to the roll-call," thought the soldier 
to himself; ^^ if they all attend the parade, 
I will look out, take a mouthful of fresh air, 
and make mine own observations on the 
practicabilities of this place." 



Acc6i^dif)gly» when all was quiet, he open^ 
^ his chamber-door, and prepared to lea^ 
it; when, half whistling, bidf hamming a 
Gaelic fune, he saw his friend with the axe 
a9vai»eing towaitls htm from the distant 
end of the gallery* To have shewn any 
want of confidence, would have been at 
once impolitic, and unbecoming his miii- 
ta#y cbariacter ; so the Calais, putting the 
biBSt fact upon his situation he could, whist- 
led a Swedish retreat, in a tone still louder 
thanthe notes of his centinelf and retreat- 
ing pstce by pace, iirith an air of indiffspence, 
^ if his only purpose had been to breathe a 
htlle fre^ air^ he shut the door inthe fiice 
of his guards when the felloW bad approach- 
ed Within a few paces of him, 
'Thus disappointed by the vigilance oF 
his centinel, Ritl^master Daigetty retired 
to his apartmrat, where, amid the theore- 
tic calculations of tactics; and the occasion- 
al more practical attacks on the flask and 
pasty, he consumed the evening until it 
was time to go to repose. In the morning, 
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he was sumnooned by Lorimer at break of 
day, who gave him to understand, that 
wheiihe had broken his fast, for which he 
produced ample maiertah, his guide and 
horse wer^ in attfenda^ce for hi^ jotimey to 
Invefara.' After complying' with' the hos- 
pitable hint of tlie Chamberlain, tiiC soldier 
proceedied to take horse. In passing through 
the apartments, he observed that domestics 
were busily employed in hanging the gfeali 
ball with black cloth, a ceremony ^hich^ 
he said, he had observed practised when 
the immortal Gustavus Adolphus by iii 
state in the Castle of Wolgast, and which^ 
therefore, he opined, was a testimonial of 
the strictest and deepest mourning. 

When Dalgefty mounted his steed, he 
found himself attended, or perhaps guard- 
ed, by five or six Campbells, well armed^' 
commanded by one, who, from the target at 
his shoulder, and the short cock's-fbather in 
his bonnet, as well as from, the state tfrhich 
he took upon himself, claimed the rank of a 
Dut)niewassel,oxclansmanofsuperiorrankj 
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and^Jndeecl^ from bis dignity of ileportmentf 
CQuld not atand in a more distant degree gf 
rdatioQsbip to Sir Duncan, than thatof tenth 
Of twelfth comin at farthest. But it was im- 
possible to .extract positive information on 
this or anfother subject, inasmuch as of ither 
this conamander nor any of bis. party spoke 
Engliib, The Captain rode, and bis mili- 
tary attendant A walked ( but such was their 
activityf and so numerous the impediments 
which the nature of the road presented to 
the equestrian ui0de of travelling, tha( &r 
from being retarded by the slowness of their 
pacet hb^difficulty wasxather in keeping up 
with Jits guides. He observed that they 
occasionally watched him with a «bar)> eye, 
aa.if tbey were jealous. of some effort to 
escape ; and once, as he lingered behind at 
aomng. a brook, one of the gillies began 
io blaw the match of his piece, giving him 
iD imdrntaod that he would run some 
fisqtte in case of an attempt to part com* 
{)any. .DaJgetty did not augur much good 
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from the close watch thus maihtahied ^spaa 
his persd!) ; but there was no remedy i fi>r sm 
attempt to escape from his atteiiddntt^itiiBi 
imperrious and unknown <cottntry> w^obld 
have been little short of insanity. Kt^&^^^ 
fore plodded patiently dn thit^ugh a wasted 
arid savage wilderness, treading paCbs Whieft 
were oilly knbwnto theshfepherdsMd %lKt- 
tie-drivers, and pa»^ing with much moi^of 
discomf>rt than s^eisfairtion many Of 4ho8e 
aublinve combinatiotlsp Of mootitainolis s€^ 
fiery, which now draw visitors ibom-tvei^ 
eomer of England' to 'fti^t their eyM updtk 
Highland grand^is^, and DldrtlPp ^W» ^ 
iates upon Highland J9(re. At iebgth^^^jr 
Mrivedon the sotithetb verge of that iKiiblfe 
lake upon wbicb Inv^rara k'litustted % aflA 
a bugle, which the Buimiewasseiwiii^Uftt 
til] rock and gre^wood tmgi i$trVe4>K^ 
signal to a weli-manned'^aU^y whle^tfoil. 
Ittg from a creek mh&tJd it ^lay ^eonc^ealMl^ 
received thepiarby outboard, kKihidlng(]rtji» 
tavus i which sagax^ious quae^ped , afl W^ 
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rienced traveller both by water and landt 
Walked in and out of the boat with the dis- 
cretion of a Christian. 

Embarked on the bosom of Loch Fine, 

Captain Dalgetty might have admired one 

of the grandest scenes which nature affords.^ 

He might have noticed the rival rivers 

Aray and Shiny, which pay tribute to the 

lake, eadi issuing from its own dark and 

wooded retreat. He might have marked, 

on the soft and gentle slope that ascends 

from the shores, the noble old Gothic castle, 

with its varied outline, embattled walls^ 

towers, and outer and inner courts,, which, 

ao &r as the picturesque is conceni^,. pre* 

sented an aspect wiieh ny>re spiking than 

the present massive and unifiNrm^mwdsiom 

He might have admired thpse^ da(l& woods 

wlttch \liDr mwy a mile surrowided tbis 

aturong and princely d^eUipg^. and; hu ^e 

au^t have dwelt on die piQtaresqiie pe^k 

of Daniquoieh^ starting abruptly from the 

lake, and raising its scathed brow into the 



/ 
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Bustsof middle sky^ While a solitfiirf lw#«(j!{i^ 
KKwer, perched on its t6p l&e an ed^% 
nest, gave dignity to. tbdsoehe by awckkcfh* 
lAg a sense of possible dan^/ Ail thci^, 
and every other accompantmeiit of this no^ 
ble scene. Captain Dalgetty might havo 
m^rkitdy if he had been^so minded* But, 
to contess the truth, the gallant captain^ 
^ho had eaten nothing since day bceak, 
was chiefly interested by the smoke which 
ascended from the castle cliimnies, and the 
expectations which this aeemed to wamuit 
of his encountering an. abundant stock of 
provaUt) as he was wont to coil siipplie$«of 
this nature. 

Hie ^boat isoon approached the rugged 
pier, which abutted into the loch from tlie 
little to^wn of Inverara, then a rude as* 
semblage of huts, xith a vevy few stcme 
mansions interspersed, stietchirrg upwards 
from the banks of jIJDcb Fine to the.prin-^ 
cipal gate of the casde, before whidh a 
scene presented itself that might easily 
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huve quelled a less stout heart, and turned 
a more delicate stomach, than those of Rit- 
ter ma9ter Dugald Dalgetty, titular. of 
DniintJlwackei. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

For close designs and crooked counsels fit, 
Sagadoasy bold^and tttrbdent of Wit, 
Restleasr ittfk'd is (iriodipie ^od plqoei . 
In pM'r uopleased* imfntient in disgrace. 



• 1 •• 



Absalom an(/ Achitofhxl; '' 



The village 6f Inverara, now n neAt 
county tow A,- then partook of the rudeness 
of the seventeenth dentdry, in the misei!&«i 
ble appearance of the houses, and theriit 
regularity of the unpaved street; But la 
stronger and mote terrible characteristic 
of the period appeared in the martcet-^lad^, 
which was a space of irregular width, i(i^ 
way betwixt the harbour, or pier,'^iand'lfcfe 
frowning castle gate, which terminated ^tli 
its gloomy arch-way, portcullis, and bank- 
ers, the upper end of the vista, Midway 
this space was erected a rude gibbet dn 

9 
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Nrhich hung five desd bodie8» two of which 
£rom their dress seemed to have been Low*: 
landersy and the other three corpses were 
muffled in their Highland plaids. Two or 
three women sate under the gallows^ who 
seemed to be mourning and singing the 
coronach of the deceased, iq a low voice. 
But the spectacle was apparently of too 
ordinary occurrence to have n^ch interest 
for the inhabitants at large, who, while they 
thronged to look at the military figure, the 
horse of an unusual size, and the burnished 
panoply of Captain Dalgetty, seeined to 
J^stow no attention whatever on the pite- 
ous spectacle which their own market-place 
afforded. 

> The envoy of Montrose was not quite so 
ipdifiesent, and hearing a word or two of 
{^glish escape from a Highlander of de» 
cent appearance, he immediately l^alted 
^ustavus and a4dressed him. ^* The Pro* 
vp$t Marshal has been busy here, my friend. 
May I crave of you what these delinquents 
have been justified for P' 



> 



He looked Aowardt tliit gibbet atlMwpote^ 
and die Gael comprebendiDg his tDeaomi^ . 
ather^ by his aetimi than his troMb^iiBioe-. 
diately replied^ * *^ (Three geotJeaaeii taten 
WMiy-T^God sain theoo* (cnMflin[pinftieeliy4>^ 
tva Sassenach bits o' botdies, that«radiiad» 
aometlifng M^CalknaMore badettiietiiy} and 
tttsniiig fron Dalgetfty-^itb an ak of Judifir 
iweD0c» away he wldked^ stirring aolfiiiiber 
^piotipii. 

DaigQtty fihn^gged r hia^ siMiilders : afid 
j^coceededir for Sir^DantaQ Caaofdieltls teoiil 
or twelfth' cousin had i^re«dy:*^bawii some 
signs of impatience* . 

' At the gate of tine Casl)le» piuithar^ibem* 
ble spectacle of feud nl power awaited him. 
Within a stockade or palisaido^^iiridefasaeem* 
ed lately to have been added t0thedt&nces 
of the gate, and which was proleefced by 
two pieces. of light ariiUeryt was & small 
inclosure, where stoiiid a huge block, on 
wfaicih^lay mbi axe. Both were o&eared with 
recent Blood, and a quantity of saw-dust 
strewed around, partly retained and partly 
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oblfiteratlcid. tte dnikk of u vay Iste execu* 

As Dftlgetty locvked en tiiis new object 
of : terror, his principal guide suddenly 
Pitched him by the skirt of bis jerkin» and : 
havnag tbu» attmcted his attention^ winked 
and pmnted wtcfa fais finger, to a pole fixed 
on the stockade^ which supported a bumati 
head^ being thaVdoubties3, of the late suf^ 
ferer. There^ was a leer on the Highland*' 
t^ face, as be pointed to this .ghastly spec- 
tade, wbidn rented 10 his feilow-tiavdlej: 
ominooa of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounted from bte horse at 
the gate^way, and Gustavus was taken from 
him witiuHit his being peirmitted to attend 
him to the atable^a€c;ordtng to his custom. 
Thia gave tlie soldier: a pang which the 
appafaius of death ihad . not conveyed.*-^ 
^^ Poor Gust^vos^" said be to himself, ^* if 
anylihin^^ but ^good happens to mCf .1 bad 
better have left him at Darnlinvarach than 
brought him here among these Highland 
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salvages^ whi> scaired know the bead :4if a 
borse from his taiL But dutjr^ aemst part ^ 
man from his neattat aAd deattst^^ 

*' Whmi the cannons are roaring, lads, and the colour 

are flying, 
The lads that seek honour inust never fear AjrMg i 
Then, stieits oavaliersi IH us toil t^wtbhuftniilt |a^ 
And fight for tb? Goq^l imd the hold Kingpf ^^den.*^ 

Thus silencing his apprehensions With tile 
butt-end of a military ballad,' he ifollowed 
his guide into a sort of guard- room, filled 
with Highland soldiersl It Was ihtiniatei^ 
to him that he must remain here unt)t fai^ 
arrival was communicated to the' Marquis. 
To make this i^ommunicatioh Che more In- 
telligible, he gave to the Dunniewassiel ISfr 
Duncan Campbeirs packet, desiring, '^s 
well as he could, by signs, that it fHioixTA 
be delivered iiito the M^rquis'H^owfa handl- 
His guide nodded and withdrew. * ^* '" 
The Captain was left aboiit Mf an fiotif 
in this place, to endure with indifferenccf, or 
return with scorn, the inquisitive, and at' 
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the QftOift Aiipei . tbe . iDimkAlglancesof the 
a^m«d Q»dg tf»?iriliOiR hisisterior and equu 
pikge wa9..4(i:A»ich' si^jeot of curiosi^^ ai 
hi9 .persoii and country seemed matter of 
disIike.^. All this be bore with militarjr 
noiu;;lM4wcf^ iintiU^^^ the expiry of the 
ab(Hre fMsrtod^ aperaon. dressed in black vel* 
vet,-an4 wearing a gold chain like a modem 
magi^trf^ of Edinburgh, but who was^ in 
hpU'9tenvd of the household to the Mar^^ 
qi|is;of Argyl^^ entered the apartment, and 
ii^viied, with solemn gr^vity« the Captain to 
follow him to his joaster's presence^ 

Tim jwite qC apartments through which 
^^passe^, ,w^re filled with attendants or 
vifilji^j^^ of various descriptions, disposed, 
pe:rhap9|. wit;h some ostentation, injorder to 
imjpxess the. envoy of Montrose mth an 
idff^pf the. superior power and ms^ipifipeQc^ 
belonging to the rival house of Argyle* 
Oi^e sudtt-room was<fil^d with If cqueys, ar« 
rajred in. brown and yellow, the colours of 
the family, who, ranged iq double file, gazed 
in silence upon Captain Dalgetty as he 
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passed betin^ixt their ranks. Another was 
occupied by Highland gentlemen and cltii6 
of sinall branches^ who were wamkBfg^tiHmr 
selves with chess, backgammon^ and other 
games, which they scarce intermitted to 
gaze with^ curiosity upon the stranger. ^A 
third was filled with t^Lowland ^gevtleioen 
and (^cei:s, who seemed also in attendance} 
and after all, the presence-chamber of the 
Marquis himself, shewed him attended by 
a levee which marked his high importatice. 
. .This apartment, the folding*do<H*8 of 
which were opened £»r the reception of Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, was a Jong gall^ry^ decorated 
with tapestry and family portraitSt land' ba« 
ving a vaulted ceiling of open wodd*w<^9 
theextreme projections of the beams beii^ 
richly carved and gilded. The gallery :^ 
lighted ..by. long lanceplated* Gothic case- 
ments,. divided by heavy stpne sbaftSj and 
filled with painted g\^ss^ where the $uii« 
beams , glimmered .dimly ^ tbpoiagh i ^boao^ 
heads, and galleys,' apd batons, and awords, 
armorial bearings of the^owefliil house of- 
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Argyle, and emblems of the high hereditary 
oflSces of Justiciary of Scotland, and Mas* 
ter of the Royal Household, which they 
long enjoyed. At the upper end of this 
Qiagni&cent gallery stood the Marquis him- 
self, the centre of a spleofdid circle of High- 
land and Lowland gentlemen, all richly 
di'essed, among whom were two or three 
of thexiergy, called in, perhaps, to be mu 
uesses of bis 2eal for t e ( 'ovenant. 
"^ Tlie Mkrquis himself was dressed in the 
fashion :'drthe> period, which Vandyke has 
so often painiedf boC his habit was sober 
atnl' tsniforai in colour, and rather rich than 
gajf'. His dark complexion, farrowed fore- 
head, and dofhicast look, gave him the ap- 
pearance of one frequently engaged in the 
consider ation of impcMrtant affairs, and wiip 
has aoquHedt by long Jiabit, an aiir ot^ gravi. 
ty and mystery. Which he cannot siiak^ off 
even where there b nothing to be conceaU 
ed« The cast with bis eyes, whicii bad 
procured him in the. Highlands the nick^ 
name of Gillespie^ Grumach (or the grim), 
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was less perceptible when be looked down- 
ward, wbicb perhaps was one cause of his 
having adopted that habit. In person, he 
was tall and thin, bat not without that dig* 
nity of deportment and manners which be- 
came bis high rank* Something there was 
cold in his address and sinister in his look, 
although he spoke and behaved with the 
usual grace of a man of suchquality. He was 
adored by his own clan, whose advancement 
he had greatly studied, although he was in 
proportion disliked by the Highlanders of 
Other septs, some of whom he had already 
stripped of their possessions, while others 
conceived themselves in danger from his 
future schemes^ and all dreaded the height 
to which he was elevated. 

We have already noticed, that in display- 
ing himself amidst his counoiUors, his offi- 
cers of the household, and his train of vas« 
sals, allies, and dependents, the Marquia^ 
Argyle probably wished to make an im« 
pr^onon the nervous system of; Gaptsto 
Pugald Dalgetty. But that dou^ty.persQn 
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had fouglit his way, in one department or an-^ 
other, through the greater part of the Thirty 
Yeara War in Germany, a period when a 
brave .and aoccessfal soldier was a compa- 
nion for prinoes. The King of Sweden, 
and, after his example, even the haughty 
Prinees of the Empire, had found diem* 
selves fain frequently to compound with 
their dignity, and silence when they could 
not satisfy the pecuniary claims of theiir 
soldiers, by admitting them to unusual pri- 
vileges and fiuniliarity. Captain Dugald 
Dalgetty bad it to boast he had sate with 
prinees at feasts nmde for monarchs, and 
therefore was not a person to be brow-beat 
t^en by the dignity which surrounded 
M^Callum M<»e. Indeed, he was naturally 
by qo means the most modest man of the 
world, bat, on thecontraory, had so good 
an opinion of himseU^ that into whatever 
Company he chanced to be> thrown, he was 
fliways proportionally elevated in his own 
<K)itoei«; so that he felt as much at ease Iq 
the^most exalted^ society as among his owq 
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ordinary companions. In this high opinion 
of hi^ own rank he was greatiiy^ fortified by 
his ideas of the military profession^ which, 
in his phrase, made a valiant cawalitr a ca- 
merdoe to an etttperor. 

When introducedi therefore, into the 
Marquis's presence-chamber, he.advasieed 
to the upper end with an air of more con- 
fidence than grace, and would have gone 
dose up to Argyle's person before speaking, 
bad not the latter waved his hand as a ^* 
nal to him to stop short Captain Dalget- 
ty did so accordingly, and having made his 
military congee with easy confideiuie, he 
thus accosted the Marquis : «< Give you 
good morrow, my lord-^or rather I shoidd 
say, good even ; JBeso a u^ted lo8 mtmoif M 
the Spaniard says#" 

^^ Who are you, sir, and what is your bu- 
siness T" demanded the Marquis, in a tone 
which was intended to interrupt the o&0» 
sive familiarity of the soldien 

<< That is a fair interrogative, my lord,"* 
answered Dalgetty, '' which I shall forth- 
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with answer as becomes a cavalier, and that 
peremptorie^ as we used to say at Mareschal 
Gollege.'* 

*' See '.who or what he is, Neal,** said the 
Marquis sternly to a gdtitleman who stood 
near him. 

** I will save the honourable gentleman 
the labour of inv6stigati'on/V continued the 
Captain. <^ I am Dugald Dalgetty , of Drum- 
tbwacket tha[t should be9 late Ritt-master in 
various services-, and now Major off know 
Bot what or whose regiment of Irishes j and 
1 am tome with a flag of truce from a high 
2nd powerful lord, James Earl of Mon- 
trose, and other noble persons now in arms 
for his Majesty, and so Grod save King 
Charles." 

" Do you know where you are, arid 
the danger of dallying with us, sir," again 
deiohanded the Mar()tiis, " that you reply 
to file as if 1 were a child or a fool ? The 
Earl of Montrose is with the English ma- 
lignKfits,) and I suspect you^are one of these 
Irish runagates, who are come into this 
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country to bum and alaj, as they did under 
Sir Phelim O'Neale." 

«« My lord,** replied Captain Dajgtftty, 
«< I am no renegade^ tibough a Majoif of 
Irishes, for which I might r^er your.lofd* 
ship to the invincible Gustavus Adripbus 
the lion of the North» to Bamiiery to Ox- 
enstiem, to the warlike Dnke of Saxe«Wei« 
mar, Tilly, Wallenstein, FJccolomini, and 
other great captains, both dead and living ; 
and touching the noble Earl of Montrosei 
I pray your lordship to peruse these my 
full powers for treating with you in the 
name of that right honourable commander.'' 

The Marquis looked slightingly at the 
signed and sealed paper whiph Csptain 
Dalgetty handed to him, and throwing it 
with contempt upon a table, asked those 
around him what he deserved who came ss 
the avowed envoy and agent of malign&nt 
traitors in arms against the state ? 

" A high gallows and a short shrift," was 
the ready answer of one of the bye-st4nders. 
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** I will crave of that honourable cavalier 
who hath last spoken," said Dalgettjr, «^ to 
be le^s hasty in forming his conclusions, 
and also of your lordship to be cautelous in 
adopting the same» in respect such threats 
are to be held out only to base bisognos^ 
and not to men of spirit and actiooy who 
ate bound to peril themselves as freely in 
services of this nature, as upon sieges, bat« 
ties, or onslaughts of any sort. And albeit, 
I have not with me a trumpet, or a white 
flag, in respect our army is not yet equip- 
ped with its full appointments, yet the ho- 
nourable , cavaliers and your lordship must 
concede unto me, that the sanctity of an 
envoy who cdmeth on matter of truce or 
parle, consisteth not in the fanfare of a 
trumpet, whilk is but a sound, or in the 
flap of a white flag, whilk is but an auld rag 
in itself, but in the confidence reposed by 
the party sending, and the party sent, in 

the honour of those to whom the message 

• 

IS to be carried, and their full reliance that 
they will respect the Jus gentium as weel as 
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tile law of arms in the person, of the com^ 
mission^te" 

<< YoQ are not come hither to lectiire us 
upon the law of arm^ sir/' said the Mar- 
quis, ^* which neither does nor cran apply to 
rebels and insungents ; but t6 suffer the pe- 
nalty of your insolence sind M\y for bring 
nig a traitoroqs message totfae Lord Justice 
General of Scotland, whose duty calls upon 
him to pumsh. such an ofience with death." 

*• Gentieoien," said the Captain, who be 
gan much to dislike the turn which his 
mission seemed about to take, ** I pray you 
to remember, that the Earl of Montrose 
will hold yoU' and your possessions liable 
for whatever injury my person, or my horse, 
shali sustain by these unseemly proceed- 
ings, and that he will be jilstiBed in execu- 
ting retributive vengeance onyour pftr^onft 
and possession^." 

This menace was received witba scorn- 
fvjl laugh, while one of the Carnpbells re- 
plied, " It is a far cry to Lochow," a pro- 
verbial expression of the tribe, rteaning 
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that their ancient hereditary domains lay 
beyond the reach of an invading enemy. 
<< But, gentlemen," further urged the un- 
fortunate Captain, who was unwilling to be 
condemned, without at least the benefit of 
a full hearing, f' although it is not for me 
to say how far it may be to Lochow, in re- 
spect I am a stranger to those parts, yet 
what is more to the purpose, I trust you 
will admit that I have the guarantee of an 
honourable gentleman of your own name. 
Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, for 
my safety on this mission ; and I pray you 
to observe, that in breaking the truce to- 
wards me, you will highly prejudicate his 
honour and fair fame/' 

This seemed to be new information to 
many of the gentlemen, for they spoke aside 
with each other, and the Marquis's face, 
notwithstanding his power of suppressing 
^1 external signs of his passions, shewed 
iJ^Jpatience and vexation, 

** Docs Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr pledge 
his honour for this person's safety, my 

VOU IT. D 
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« 

lord ?*' said one <^ the eompaiiy^ addressing 
the Marquk* 

^< I do aot believe it,'' answered the Mar^ 
quis ; ^^ but I have not yet had time, to read 
his letter." 

" We will pray your lordship to do so,^ 
fiaid anotb^ of the Campbells^ ^ our name 
must not suffer discredit through the means 
of such a fellow as this." 

<< A dead %," said a clergymani ** ma- 
keth the ointment of. the apothecary t# 
stink-" 

<< Eeverend sir/' said Captain Dalgetty^ 
*< in respect of the use to be derived, I for- 
give you the unsavouriness of ycnir compa- 
rison 4 and also f emit to the gentleman ia 
the red bonnet, tbe disparaging epithet of 
Jellaw which he has disoourteeusly applied 
to me, who am no way to be distinguished 
by the same, unless in as far as I have been 
called fellow-soldier by the great Gustavus 
AdolphuSy the Lion of the North, and 
other dioice commanders, both in Ger- 
many and the Low Countries* But touch- 

7 
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ing Sit Duncan's guarantee of my safety, I 
will gage my life upon his making my words 
good thereanent, when he comes hither to- 
morrow." 

^* If Sir Dancan be so soon expected, my 
lord/' said one of the interoessoni^ ^* it 
would be a pity to anticipate matters with 
this poor man/' 

" Besides that,'' said another, " your 
lordship^^I speak with reverence«^should» 
at least, consult the Kni^t of Ardenvohr's 
letter, and learn the terms^ on which this 
Major Dalgetty, as he calls himself, has 
been sent hither by him^'* 

They closed around the Marquis, and 
conversed together in a low tone, both 
in Gaelic and English* The patriarchal 
power of the Chiefs was very great, and 
that of the Marquis of Argyle^ armed with 
all his grants of hereditary jurisdiction, was 
particuiaiiy absolute^ But there interferes 
some check of one kind or other even in 
tlie most despotic government* That which 
mitigated the power of the Celtic Chiefs^ 
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necessity which they lay under of 
ting the kinsmen, who, under them, 
the lower orders to battle, and who 
a sort of council of the tribe in 
peace. The Marquis on this occa- 
ught himself under the necessity of 
)g to the remonstrances of this se- 
• more properly Courotdtai, of the 
^ Campbell, and, slipping out of the 
gave orders for the prisoner to be 
i to a place of security. 
soner !" exclaimed Dalgetty, exert- 
iself with such force as w^ll nigh to 
iff two highlanders, who for some 
\ past had wai^d the signal to seize 
d kept for that purpose close at his 
Indeed the soldier had so nearly at- 
lis liberty, that the Marquis of Ar- 
anged colour, and stepped back two 
laying, however, his /hand on his 
while several of his clan, with ready 
n, threw themselves betwixt him 
apprehended vengeance of the pri- 
But the highland guards were too 

12 
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strong to be shaken off, and the unlucky Cap- 
tain, afler having had his offensive weapons 
taken'from him, was dragged off and con« 
ducted through several gloomy passages to 
a small side-door grated with iron, within 
which was another of wood. These were 
opened by a grim old highlander with a long 
white beard, and displayed a very steep aud 
narrow flight of steps leading downwai;d. 
The Captain's guards pushed him down two 
or three steps, then, unloosing his arms, left 
him to grope his way to the bottom as he 
could, a task which became difficult and 
even dangerous, when the two doors being 
successively locked, left the prisoner in to- 
tal darkness. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Wbatever sfcnmger visits bere^ 

We pity hit sa4 cue, 
Unless to worship be draw near. 

The King of Kings — his Grace. 

BvBir8*8 Spiffnam on a viHtto Jkiffrary*, 

The Captain finding himself deprived of 
light, in the manneF we have described^ 
and placed in a very uncertain siituatiooy. 
proceeded to descend the narrow and bro- 
ken stair with all the caution in his power, 
hoping that he might find at the bottom 
some place to repose himself. But with all 
his care he. could not finally avoid making 

« 

a false step, which brought him down the 
four or five last steps too hastily to preserve 
his equilibrium* At the bottom he stum- 
bled over a bundle of something soft, . .,.- 
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which stirred and uttered a groan, so de- 
ranging the Captain's descenti that he floun- 
dered forward^and finally fell upon hishands 
and knees on the floor of & damp and^itone- 
paved dungeon* 

When Dalgetty had recovered, his first 
demand was to know over whom he had 
stumbled- 

. " He was a man a month since,'' answer- 
ed a hollow and broken voice. 

*« And what is he now, then/' said Dal- 
getty, *« that he thinks^ it fitting to lie upon 
the lowest step of the stairs, and clew'd up 
like a hurchin, that honourable cavaliers, 
who chance to be in trouble^ may break 
their noses over him?" 

" What is he now T replied the same 
voice? "He is a wretched trunk, from- 
which the boughs have one by one been 
lopped away, and which cares little how 
foon it is torn up and hewed into billets 
for the furnace." 

" Friend," said Dalgetty, " I am sorry 
for ypu \hyxX^1kma^ as the i^aniard says. 
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If you had but been as quiet as a log, as 
jrou call yourself, I should have saved some 
excoriations on my hands and knees." 

*^ You are a soldier," replied his fellow- 
prisoner ; " do you complain on account 
of a fall for which a boy would not bemoan 
himself?" ' . ' 

" A soldier ?" said the Captain j *« and 
how do you know, in this cursed dark ca- 
vern, that I am a soldier ?" 

«Vl heard your armour clash as you fell," 
replied the prisoner, ** and now I see it glioK 
mer. When you have remained as long as 
1 in this darkness, your eyes will distinguish 
the smallest eft that crawls on the floor." 

" I had rather the devil picked them 
out ! ' said Dalgetty ; " if this be the case, 
I shall wish for a short turn of the rope, a 
soldier's prayer, and a leap from a ladder. 
But what sort of provant have you got here 
— what food, I mean, brother in affliction ?" 

« Bread and water once a day," replied 
the voice. 
, ♦^ Pri'thee, friend, let me taste your loaf," 
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said Dalgetty ; « I hope we shall play good 
comrades while we- dwell together in this 
abominable pit.^' 

. *« The loaf and jar of water," answered 
the other prisoner, *• stand in the comer, 
two steps to your right baqd. Take them, 
and welcome. With earthly food I, have 
well nigh done/' 

Dalgetty did not wait for a second invi^ 
tation, but groping out the provisions, be- 
gan to munch at the stale black oaten loaf 
with as much heartiness as we heive seen 
him .play his part at better viands. 

" This bread," he said, iputtering with 
his mouth full at the same time, ** is not 
very savoury ; nevertheless, it is not much 
worse than that which we ate at the famous 
leaguer at Werben, where the valdroiis 
Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the cele- 
brated Tilly, that terrible old hero, who 
had driven two kings out of the ^Id— - 
namely, JPerdinand of Bohemia, and Chris*^ 
tian of Denmark.^ — And anent this water, 

b2 
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^hich 18 none of die most sweet, I drink, 
in the same to your speedy defivemnce, 
comrade^ not forgetting mine own, and 
devoutly wishing it were Blienish wine» 
or humming Lub^k beer, at the least, were 
it but in honour of the pledge. 

While Dalgetty ran onin this way, histeetli^ 
kept time with his tongue, and he speedily 
finished the proviinons which the benevo* 
lence or indifference of his oompanion ia 
misfortune liad abandoned to. his voracity:* 
When this task was accomplished, he wrap* 
ped himself in his cloak, and seating hiofe- 
self in a corner of ^e dungeon in. which^ 
he could obtaib a support on each side) 
(lor he had always been^ an admirer of el^ 
bow-chairs, he remarked,, even from his 
youth Upward,) he began to question hia. 
fellow- captive.. 

^Mitte honest frkild,'* said he, *^you 
and I being commdes at bed and board,^ 
riiould be better acquainted. I am Dugald 
Dalgetty of Drumthwacket, and. so foitb^. 
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Major in ft regiment of loyal IrisheS) and 
Envoy Extraordinary of^ High and Mighty 
£ord, James Earl of Montrose-^Pray, what 
may yourmame be ?*' 

*• It will avail you little to know," re- 
plied his more taciturn companion* 

" Let me judge of that matter,** answer- 
ed the soldien 

** WelK then-r-Ranald MacEagh is my 
mme-f-that is, Ranald Son of the Mist.** 

" Son of the Mist !" ejaculated Dalgettyv 
^^ Son.df utter darkness, say L But Ra- 
nald^ since, that is your name, how came ^ 
you in jpossession of the provost's court of 
guard ? what the devil brought you here, . 
that is to say ?'* 

^^ My misfortunes and my crimes/' an- 
swered Ranald. " Know ye the Knight ' 
of Ardenvohr ?** 

" I dd know that honourable person," ' 
replied Dalgetty^ 

*« Biit know ye where he now is?** re* 

{died Ranald. 
« lasting this day at Atdenvohr, that he * 
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may feast to-morrow at Inverara j in which 
last purpose if he chance to fail, my lease of 
human service will be something preca- 
rious.** 

^* Then let him know one claims his in- 
tercession, who is his worst foe and his best 
friend/' answered Ranald. 

*.* Truly I shall desire to carry a less 
questionable message," answered Dalgetty. 
** Sir Duncan is not a person to play at 
reading riddles with." 

•* Craven Saxon," said the prisoner, " tell 
'him I am the raven that fifteen years since 
stoop'd on his tower of strength and the 
pledges he had left there — I am the wolf 
that found out his den on the rock, and 
destroyed his offspring — I am the leader of 
the band which surprised Ardenvohr yes- 
terday was fifteen years, and gave his four 
children to the sword." 

•• Truly, my honest friend," said Dal- 
getty, " jif that is your best recommenda- 
tion to Sir Duncan's favour, I would pre- 
termit my pleading thereupon, in respect 
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I have observed that even the animal crea* 
tion are incensed against those who intra* 
mit with their offspring forcibly, much 
more any rational and christian creature. 
But I pray you in courtesy to tell me, whe- 
ther you assailed the castle from the hillock 
called Drumsnab, whilk I uphold to be the 
true point of attack, pnless it were to be 
protected by a sconce." 

** We ascended the cliff by ladders of 

4 

ropes," said the prisoner, " drawn i^p by 
an accomplice and clansman, who had ser- 
ved six months in the castle to enjoy that 
one night of unlimited vengeance. The 
owl whooped around us as we hung be 
twixt heaven and earth } the tide roared 
against the foot of the rock, and dashed 
asunder our skiff, yet no matn's heart failed 

» 

him. In the morning there was blood and. 
ashes, where there had been peace and joy 
at the sunset." 

<< It was a pretty, camisade, I doubt not, 
JSan.ald MacEagh, a very sufficient on« 
taught, and worthily discharged. Neverthe- 
less,! would havepressed thehouse from that 
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little hillock called Dn^msnab. But yours is 
a pretty irregular ScythiiaA fashion of war^ 
fare, Rdnald, much resfeihbling that of 
Turks, Tartars, atid other Asiatic people*. 
But the reason, ii^y friem]', the cause of this 
i^ar^—the ieterrifna dau^^ a^ I tAay say ^ 
Deliver me that, Ratiald.-' 

" We had been pushed at by the M«- 
Auleys, and other western tribes/' said 
Ritnald, *' till our possessions became un^ 
safe for us." 

*« Ah ha !- said Dalgetfy j .« I have feittt 
remembrance of having heard of that mat<i 
ter. Did you not put bread into isi man'i^ ^ 
mouth, when he had never astomach where^ 
unto to transmit the isame F" 

** Yott have heard*, then,? said Ranald^. 
" the tale of our teVenge on the haughty^ 
forester ?" 

*« I bethink me that I Aavc," said D^lget- 
ty, ^^ and that not of an old date. It was a 
merry jest that, of cramteiing tlte bl^ad ibto ^ 
the dead man's mouth, but somewhat too 
wild and t^alvage, besides wasting the good 
victnals. I have seen when at a siege or a 



leaguer, RanaM, a living fiK>)dier would have 
been the better, Ranald, for that crust of 
bread whilk you &rew awa;: on a. dead, 
pow**' 

^ We were attacked by ^r Dttncan,'* coq-» 
tinned MacEagh, << and my brother was. 
slain — YA^ head was witb^dg on the battle^ 
meats which we scaled*^— I vowed revengoi 
and it 18 a vow t have never broken.'^ 

•• It may be so" said Dalgetty;." and: 
avery thorough-bred soldier will confess- 
that revenge is a sweet morsel;, but in 
what manner this story will interest Sir 
Duncan in your justificaticm^ unless it 
Bhould move him to intercede with the 
Mdrquis to change the manner thereof from > 
banging, or simple suspension, to breaking 
your iimbs on the roue, or wheel, with the 
coulter of a plough, ot. otherwise putting 
you to death by torture, surpasses my com« 
prehension. Were I you, Ranald, I would 
be for miskenning Sir Duncan, keepings my 
own secret, and departing quietly by suffer 
cation^ like your ancestors before you.'* 

••Yet hearken, stranger,*' said the High- 
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hinder. ^' Sir Duncan of Ardenvohf bad 
four children. Three died under our dirks, 
but the fourth survives ; and more would he 
give to dandle on his knee the fourth child 
which remains, than to rack these old bones, 
which care little for the utmost indulgenee 
of his wrath. One word, if I list to speak 
it, could turn his day of humiliation uid 
fasting into a day of thankfulness and re- 
joicing and breaking of bread. O I know 
it by my own heart ! Dearer to me is the 
child Kenneth, who chaseth the butterfly 
on the banks of the Aven, than ten som 
who are mouldering in earth, or are prey- 
ed on by the fowls of the air." 

<< I presume, Ranald,'' continued DaJU 
getty, " that the three pretty fellows whom I 
saw yonder in the market-place, strung up 
by the he^^d like rizzer'd haddocks, claimed 
some interest in you ?" 

There was a brief pause ere the High- 
lander replied, in a tone of strong emotion, 
— « They were my sons, stranger— they 
were my sons !— blood of my blood— «bone 
of my bone !— fleet of foot — unerring in aim 
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— -unvanquished by foemen tiU the sons of 
Diarmid overcame them by numbers ! Why 
do I wish to survive them ? The old trunk 
will less feel the rending up of its roots, than 
it has felt the lopping off of its graceful 
boughs. But Kenneth must be trained to 
revenge— the young eagle must learn from 
the old how to stoop on his foes. I will 
purchase for his sake my life and my free- 
dom, by discovering my secret to the Knight 
of Ardenvohr." 

" You may attain your end more easily,** 
said a third voice, mingling in the confer 
ence, ** by entrusting it to me." 

All Highlanders are superstitious. " The 
Enemy of Mankind is among us !" said Ra- 
nakl MacEagh, springing to his feet. His 
chains clattered as he rose, while he drew 
himself asfar as they permittedfromthequari 
ter whence the vbice appeared to proceed. 
His fear in some degree communicated 
itself to Captain Dalgelty, who began to 
repeat, in a sort of polyglott gibberish, all 
the exorcisms he had ever beard of, with* 
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out being able to remember more than ar 
word or two of each. 

*^ In nmnine dominie as we said at Mares- 
efaal College — santismma madre H diosi as 
the Spaniard i!kmit''^--^iUe guten geider Icben 
den Herm^ saith the blessed Psa1mi5ty in 
Doctor Luther^is translation*'— 

•* A truce with your exorcisms,'' said the 
voice they had heard before ; " though I 
:eome strangely among you, I am mortal 
like yourselves, and my assistance may avail 
you in your present streight, if you ate not 
too proud to be eounselled/' 

While the stranger thus i^oke, he with- 
drew the shade of a dark lantern, by whose 
feeble light Dalgetty could only discern 
that the speaker who had thus mysteriously 
united himself to their company, and mixed 
in thek conversation, was a tall man, dress- 
ed in a livery cloak of the Marquis. His 
first glance was to his feet, but he isaw nei- 
ther the cloven foot which Scottish legends 
assign to the foul fiend, nor the horse's hoof 
by which he is disdnguishtfd in Germany^ 



His fii^t eBquky ^ae^ how the straiiger had 
come among them f 

*^ For," said he, <* the creak of these rusty 
bars would have been heacd had the door 
been made patentf andif youpassed through 
the key-bole^ truiy> sir, put what face yon 
will on it, you are not fit to be enrolled in 
a regiment of living men." 

** I reserve miy secret,**^ answered the 
stranger, ^ until you shall merit the disco^ 
very by communicating to me some of 
yours* It may be that I shall be moved to 
let you out where I myself came in.*' 

^* It cannot bethrough the key- bote then,** 
said Captain Dalgetty, *^ for my corslet 
would stick in the passage were it possible 
that my bead- piece coald get through. As, 
for secrets, I have none of my own, and but 
few appertaining to others* But impart ta « 
us what secrets you desire to know ; or, as>. 
Professor Snufflegreek used to say at the 
Maieschal College, Abei^een,. speak that I. 
Biay know thee.'*^ 

** It is not with you I have first to do,^* 



92 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 



replied the stranger, turning his light full 
on the wild and wasted features^ and tbs 
large limbs of the highlander, Ranald Mae- 
Eagh, who, close drawn up against the walli 
ol*the dungeon, seemed yet uncertain whe- 
ther his guest was a living being. 

•* I have brought you something, mj 
friend,'^ said the stranger, in a more sooth- 
ing tone, " to mend your fare ; if you are 
to die to- morrow, it is no reason wherefore 
you should not live to-night.'* 

«^ None at all — no reason in the creation,'* 
replied the ready Captain Dalgetty, who 
forthwith began to unpack the contents of a 
small basket which the stranger had brought 
ufnder his cloak, while the highlander, ei- 
ther in suspicion or disdain, paid no atten- 
tion to the good cheer. 

•* Here's to thee, my friend," said the 
Captain, who having already dispatched a 
huge piece of roasted kid, w'as now taking 
a pull at the wine-flask. " What is thy name, 
my good friend ?" 

" Murdoch Campbell, sir," answered the 
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servant, " a lackey of the Marquis of Ar- 
gyle^ and occasionally acting as under- war- 
den." 

" Then here is to thee once more, Mur- 
doch," said Dalgetty, •« drinking to you by 
your proper name for the better luck sake. 
This wine I take to be Calcavella. Well, 
honest Murdoch, I take it on me to say, 
thou deservest to be upper- warden, sinee 
thou showest thyself twenty times better 
acquainted with the way of victualling 
honest gentlemen that are under misfor- 
tune, than thy principal. Bread and water ? 
out upon him ! It was enough, Murdoch, 
to destroy the credit of the Marquis's dun- 
geon. But I see you would converse with my 
fnend, Ranald M<£agh here. Never mind 
^y presence ; I'll get me into- this corner 
here, with the basket, and I will warrant 
roy jaws make noise enough to prevent my 
ears from hearing you." 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, 
the veteran listened with all the attention 
he could to hearken to this discourse, or, 
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as he described it himself, <^ laid his can 
back in his neck^ like Gustavus when be 
beard the key turn in the gimel-kist." He 
could, therefore, owing to the narrowness 
of the dungeon, easily overhear the fol* 
lowing dialogue. 

*« Are you aware. Son of the Mist," said 
the Campbell, ** that you will never leave 
this place excepting for the gibbet ?' 

** Those who are dearest to me,*' answered 
MacEagh, ** have trod that path before me." 

« Then you would do nothing,** asked 
the visitor, «* to shun following them ?** 

The prisoner writhed himself in his chains 
before returning an answer. 

" I would do much,** at length he said j 
** not for my own life, but for the sake of 
the pledge in the glen of Strath- Aven.* 

" And what would you do to turn away 
the bitterness of the hour ?'* again demand- 
ed Murdoch : ** I care not for what cause 
ye mean to shun it.'* 

" I would do what a man might do, and 
still call himself a man/' 
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^< Da you call yourself a man," said the 
ioterrogator, << wJbo have done the deeds 
of a wolf?" 

^' I do," answered the outlaw ; /< I am a 
map like ^s^y forefatherg^^while wrapt in the 
mantle of peace, we were lambs— it was 
rent from us, and ye now call us wolves. 
Give us the huts ye have burned, our 
children whom ye have murdered, our 
widows whom ye have starved — collect 
from the gibbet and the pole the mangled 
carcases^ and whitened sculls of our kins- 
men — ^bid them live and bless us, and we 
will be your vassals 2U>d brothers — till then, 
let death, and blood, and mutual wrong, 
draw a dark veil of division between 
us." 

*^ You will then do nothing for your 
liberty," said the Campbell. 

" Any thing— but call myself the friend 
of your tribe," answered MacEagh. 

^* We scorn the friendship of banditti 
and Caterans," retorted Murdoch, " and 
would not stoop to ^accept it. — What I de* 
mand to know from you, in exchange for 
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your liberty is, where the daughter arid 
heiress of the Knight of Ardenvohr is now 
to be found." 

" That you may wed her to some beg- 
gady kinsman of your great master/' said 
Ranald j ** after the fashion of the Children 
of Diarmid ! Does not the valley of Glen- 
orquhy, to this very hour, cry shame on the 
. violence offered to a helpless infant whom 
her kinsmen were conveying to the court of 
the Sovereign ? Were not her escort com- 
pelled tohide her beneath a cauldron, round 
which they fought till not one remained 
to tell the tale ? — and was not the* girl 
brought to this fatal castle, and afterwards 
wedded to the brother of M*Callum More, 
and all for the sake of her broad lands ?" 

" And if the tale be true," said Murdoch, 
" she had a preferment beyond what the 
King of Scots would have conferred on her. 
But this is far from the purpose. The 
daughter of Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr is of 
our own blood, not a stranger ; and who ha^ 
so good a right to know her fate as M'- 
Calhim More, the chief of her clan ?" 
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^ It is on his part, then, that you demand 
k f* said the outlaw. The servant of the 
Marquis assented. 

" And you will practise no evil against 
the maiden? — I have done her wrongenough 
already.* 

** No evil, upon the word of a Christian 
man,** replied Murdoch. 

^< And my guerdon is to be life and H- 
berty ?*• 

*» Such is our paction/* said the Camp- 
bell. 

* Then know, that the child whom I 
sated out of compassion at the spoiling of 
lier ikther^s towet of strength, was bred as 
an adopted daughter of our tribCi until we 
were worsted at the pass of Ballenduthil, 
by the €end incarnate and mortal enemy 
of our tribe, Allan M*Aulay of the Bloody 
hand, and by the horsemen of Lennox, un« 
der the heir of Menteith.^' 

*• Fell she into the power of Allan of the 
Bloody hand,^ said Murdoch, *^ and she % 
reputed daughter of thy tribe? then her 

V<WL. IT. » 
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blood has gilded the dirk, and thou hast 
said nothing to rescue' thine own forfeited 
life." 

•' If my life rest onher's,'* answered the 
outlawi << it is securei for she still survives^ 
but it has a more msecure reliance— tte 
frail promise of a son of Diarmid." 

** That promise «hall not fail you,? said the 
Campbell, ** if you can assure me that she 
survives, and where she is to be fowd." 

<Mn the castle of Darnlinvaraeh," said 
Ranald MacEagh, '^ under the name^of 
Annot Hyle. I have often heard of Jier 
from my kinsmen,^ who have agaia sp* 
proached their native woods, and it is not 
long since mine old eyes beheld her." 

'< You !*" said Murdochf in asfonishmenti 
** youj a chief among the children of the 
Mist, imd ventured so near your mortal 
foer 

" Son of Diarmid, 1 did more,'* replied 
the outlaw : *< I was in the hall of the castle^ 
disguised as a harper, from the wild shores 
of Skianach. My purpose was to have 

10 
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plunged my dirk in the body, of the M^- 
Aulay with the Bloody hand, before whom 
our race trembles,* and to have taken there* 
after what fate God should send me. But 
I saw Anoot Ly le, even when my hand was 
on the hilt of my dagger. She touched her 
clairshach to a song of the Children of the 
Mist, which she had learned when her 
dwelling was amongst us. The woods in 
which we had dwelt pleasantly, rustled their 
green leaves in the song, and our streams 
were there with the sound of all their wa- 
ters. My hand forsook the dagger ; the 
fountains of mine eyes were opened, and 

the hour of revenge passed away And 

now, son of Diarmid, have I not paid the 
ransom of my head ?" 

** Ay," replied Murdoch, « if your tale 
be true ; but what proof can you assign for 
it?' 

** Bear witness heaven and earth,** ex- 
claimed the outlaw, " he already looks how 
he may step over hb word !" 
• " Not so," replied Murdoch ; *« every pro- 
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jnise shall be kept to you when I am as* 
Bured you have told me the truth* But I 
must speak a few wonls with your coai^ 
nion in captivity**' 

<< Fair and &lse-*-^ver fair and fabe/ 
muttered the prisoneri as he threw himself 
once mor^ on the floor of his dungeon* 

Meanwhile, Captain Dalgetty^ who had at- 
tended to every word of this dialogue, wa* 
makirtg his own remarks on itin private; 
*« What the lienJter can- this sly fellow have 
to say to me ? I have no child, either of my 
own, so far as I know, or of any other per- 
son, to tell him a tale about. But let hiifi 
come OB — he will have some manoeuvring 
ere he turn the flank of the oH soldier." 
Accordingly, as if he had «tood pike in 
hand to defend a breach, he waited With 
caution, but without fear, the commence^ 
ment of the attack. " You are a citizen of 
the world,- Captain Dalgetty,'' said Mur- 
doch Campbell, *« and (?ann<rt be ignorant 
of our old Scotch proverb gifgqfl "^^'^^^ 
goes through all nations and all services." 
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^ Then I should know something of iV' 
said Dalgetty, •« for, except the Turks, 
there are few powers in Europe whom I 
have not served; and I have sometimes 
tiiought of taking a turn either with Beth- 
lem Gabor, or with the Janizaries.'' 

" A man of your experience and unpre* 
juiced ideas, then, will understan4 me at 
once," said Murdoch, « when I say, I mean 
that your freedom shall depend on your 
true and upright answer to a few trifling 
queationa respecting the gentlemen yoa 
have left ; their state of preparation ; the 
number of their men^ and nature of their 
appointments ; and as much as you chance 
to know about their plan of operations**" 

*• Just to satisfy your curiosity/' said 
Dalgetty, <^ and without any farther pur^^ 
poser 

«* None in the world,*" replied Murdoch j 
^^ what iaterest should a poor devil like me 
take in their operations ?" 

^< Make ym^ interrogatums tiben/' said 
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the Captain, << and 1 will answer them pe- 
remptarie,'* 

<* How many Irish may be on their march 
to join James Grahame the malignant i^ 

** Probably ten thousand/' said Captatti 
Dalgetty. 

" Ten thousand l" replied' Murdoch ah- 
grily } << we kn'ow that scarce two thousand, 
landed at Ardnamurchan.'^ 

<^ Then you know more about tliem thaif 
I do," answered Captain Dalgetty, with 
great composure. *^ I never isaw them mus^ 
tered yet, or even under arms^'^ 
• << Aiad how ma;ny men of the clans may 
be expected?" demanded Murdoch. 

** As many as they can make, ** replied 
the Captain. 

«• You are answering from^ the purpose, 
sir," said Murdoch j " speak plainly, will, 
there be five thousand men ?* 

** There and thereabouts^" answered 
Dalgetty. 

«* You are playiug with your life, sir, if 
you trifle with me," replied the catechist ; 
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^';one whistle of mine; and in less than ten 
minutes your head hangs on the draiif* 
bridge.'^ . - 

^* But to speak candidly » Mr Murdoch,^ 
replied the Gaptaio, " do you think it is a 
reasonable thing to ask me after the secretis 
of our army, and I engaged to serve for the 
3Pvhole campaign ? If I taught you how to 
defeat Montrose, what becomea of my pay> 
arrears, and chance of booty ?*' \ 

" I tell you," said Campbell, " that if 
you be stubborn, your campaign shall begin 
and end in a march to the block at th^ 
castle-gate, which stands ready for such 
land-laufers ; butif yoa answer my queSf 
tions faithfully, I will receive you into my 
— ^into the service of M^Calliim More." 

"Does the service afford good pay?* 
said Captain Dalgetty. 

" He will double yours, if you will re* 
turn to Montrose and act under his direc- 
rection." 

^ I wish I had seen you, sir, before ta^ 



104 TALE8 OF MT LAKXKi.OIU>t 

king on with' him/ said Dalgetty^ appear* 
ing to meditate. 

*< Oa the contrary, I can afford you laere 
advantageous terms now/' said the Camp* 
bell ; ** always supposing that you are faitlu 
ful.'' 

** Faithful, that is» to you» and a traitor 
to Montrose," answered the Captain. 

<< Faithful to the cause of religion «ul 
good order," answered Murdoch^ ^^ which 
sanctifies any deception you may emploj 
to serve it.*' 

<* And the Marquis of Argyle,— should I 
incline to enter his service^ is he a kind 

« 

m^ter ?" demanded Dalgetty. 

<< Never man kinder,*' ^uoih Campbell. 

^< And bountiful to his officers ?" pursu- 
ed the Captain. 

** The most open hand in Scotland,*^ re- 
plied Murdoch. 

<* True and faithful to his engagements f^ 
continued Dalgetty. 



^ As henourable a aoblemm as breatl^,"^ 
said the clansman^ 
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.. ^ I, never heard so pnuch good of hioi 

bttforas'' said Dalgetty ; *< you must, know 

the Marquia well, or rather you must he 

the- Marquis himself. Lord of Argyle,*" 

he adkled^ throwing himself suddenly oar 

the disguised nobleman, <* I arrest you aa 

Ihe name of Kmg Charles as a traito^r. If 

you ventijure to call fer assistance, I wiU 

wrench round your neck." 

. The attack which Dalgetty made upoa 

AFgylfi^s- person waa so sudden and unex-^ 

pected* that he easily prostrated him on the 

floeor of the dungeon, and held him dawir ' 

with one hand, while his right, grasping' 

the Marquis's throat, was ready to strsa^e 

Uoi ea.the slightest attempt to call for as^- 

sistance.. 

^' Lord of Argyle,** he said, *^ it is now 

my turn to lay down the terms of capitit^ 

lation. If you list to shew me the pjdvi|te: 

way by which you entered the. dungeoni 

}ou shall escape, on condition of being my 
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College, until your warder visits his pri- 
soners. But if not, I will first strangle yodt 
— I learned the art from a Polonian hey- 
duck, who had been a slave in the Otto^ 
man seraglio—and then seek out a mode of 
retreat/* 

*• Villain ! you would not murder me for 
my kindness," murmured Argyle. 

^* Not for your kindness, my lord,** re* 
plied Dalgetty ; «< but first, to teach your 
lordship the Jus genHvm towards cavaliers 
who come to you under safe conduct ; and 
secondly, to warn you of the danger of pro^ 
posing dishonourable terms to any worthy 
soldado, in order to tempt him to become 
false to his standard during the term of h» 
service." 

" Spare my life," said Argyle, «« and I 
will do as you require." 

Dalgetty maintained his gripe upon the 
Marquis's throat, compressing it a- litde 
while he asked questions, and relaxing it 
so far as to give him the power of answer* * 
ing them. 
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^^ Where is the secret door into the ditiu 
geoD ?'^ he demanded; 

^ Hold up the lantern to the corner on* 
your right hand» you vrill discern the iron 
which covers. the spring,'' replied the Mar- 
quis. 

*< So far so good.*~Where does the pas- 
sage lead to rv 

^^ To niy private apartment behind the ^ 
tapestry,? . answered the prostrate noble-^ 



*^From thence how shall' I reach the^ 
gateway?** 

<< Through the grand gallery, the anti^^ 
room, the lackeys^ waiting-hail, the grandi 
guard- room^-r"; 

*' Ail crofwded with soldiers, factionariesi 
wd attenda»ts?t^-HthatwiU.never do for m^ 5 
my lord ;-p— have ypti no seo-et. passage, to > ' 
the .g4te, ras you have ta .your dangeons it 
I have ^wea. wioh.»& vQeraianyi'' 

^^ f hflreiaa'fiassage thni^b the chape V*' 
^i^^thi^MArqiMBi^^^pemng from my apgrt^^ 
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'< The sword of Lei^;* w[died die Biar- 
quMS i ^ bttiiff yott mUi meare my^ fdedge 
at konwh I Witt go miArjimf eiroit ;^ 
tbixm^ everj giiacd> aad wt you at. fiitt 
liberty with a passport.'* 

<< I flsj^ trust jroiH oiy lord, were your 
throat not already black vrith the grssp of 
mji fingers ;r-^as; it iBf b$so hi manm auitgd, 
aa tik Spaoiaid saya; Yet you ma^ gtwrt 
me a passport; — are there writiag mat^ 
rials ifi your apartment ?' 

- «' Surely ; and blank pasqK>rt8 ready to 
be signe(L I witt attend yoa tfaere,"^ said 
the Margcost ^ instantly .'^ 

<* Jt were too much honour for the like 

elmey'' said Dalgetty ; ^ your lordship 
^aU reooin itoder ohaif^ of mtiie honest 
iiie«d Ranald MaciSagb} therefore^ pticbee 
let aaedesgyaip. within rcadi^of his dass*^ 
BxmeA Ranafa^ yovwe howwiailws attsid 
-Hiikwk. Xabail find #ie flMsaWr i dbobfc 
nttt^efsnttingyoiiiatfreeiMik Misiiltttt 
do as you see me do ; clap your baail tt^ 
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* 

ovi tbe weasaad^ of ikis Itigk and w^bt jT 
pdncet tinder hia rafl^ and if lie ofbt to 
atniggfle or ery oat» fail not,, my worthy 
RaoaUt toi aqoeexe doogfartiiy ; and if it 
be aui dtMg^wify RaoaUy that k^ til be 
swoon, there is no great matter^ seeiag he 
designed yottrgoHet and minetostiU hard^ 



>» 



^ If he offer at speeek or aliruggk^* said 
Rmaldy ^ he dice by my haad;'' 

*** That isiright^ RanBld~vety qpiriied^ 
a thorough-going ^iend that, understands a 
hint is worth a millioiu*' 

Thus resigtiing^tbecharg^ of the Marquis 

to- his newconfed erate^ Balge tty pressed the 

spdngy by which theseecet doorfllew'openy. 

though SO) well wwe its^ hinges polisiied and 

oiled^ that it made not the slightest noiae in 

rerolTiug. The opposke side of the door 

was seeared by vesy sttroag bolt and bae^ 

besidtt which hung^ one or two kq^s^ de. 

sigDM^ apfataady tfo* undo fistter4ofkflu A 

nsirow stair«ease, aseending up through 



the diickneis of the castle- wall, Idnded, m* 
the Marqm had truly informed hiniy .be- 
hind the tapestry of his private apartment 
Sach communications^were frequent in old« 
feudal castles^ as they gave, the lord of the 
fortress, like a second Diony$iiis» the* 
means of hearing the conversatioa of bis> 
prisoners, or, if he pleased, of vtsttingt 
thera in disguise, an experiment which had 
terminated so unpleasantly on the preseott 
oeeasion for Gillespie Grumach.. ^Having: 
examined previously wj^ether there vas'j 
any one in the apartment,, and finding the; 
coast cleary^the Captain entered, and hast- 
ily possessing himself of a blank passport^, 
several of which, lay on^ the tahle» and of 
writing materials, securing^ , set the s»mo\ 
time, the Marquis's dagger, and a^ilk cord . 
from the hangings, be again dei^cendeu into: 
the cavern, where, liatenii>g a tnoi ent ^« 
the ddor,' he could hear the hali*sti]$^; 
v(Hce of the Marqabiuakysg^gieftt pno^p^ 
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to MacEagh^ on conditioB he wovtld- Mffet 
bim to give an alarm- 

*« Not for a fforest of deer — not for a 
thousand head of cattle^** answered the 
free«booter ; **- not for all the lands that 
ever called a son of Diarmid master, will 
I break the troth I have plighted to him 
of the iron^'garmenti'' 

** He of die iron-garment,'' said DiEilgettjrt 
entering, <^ is bounden unto you» MacEagh'^ 
and this noble lord shall be bounden also*; 
but first he must fi)l up thir passport with 
the names of Major Diigald Dalgetty and 
hi^s guides or he is like to have a passpbrt 
into another world," 

The Marquis subscribed, and wrote^ by 
the light of the dark-lantern,, as the soi* 
dier prescribed to him* 

** And now, Ransdd,'* said DalgettjF^ 
'* ^rlp thy upper garment'-^thy piaid i 
mean^ Ranald, and' in jt witi 1 muffle the 
M'CaUum More^ atadimsKe of him,^for tfaeT 
time, a Child of the Mist ;-^Nay, I mti^t 
hring it over your head|. ii^y lord, so as:to^ 
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Msure us^ against your mirtiiBed cliunoiir. 
'-'So, now he is sufficijaatly nuiffled ; — heM 
doin your baodst or^ by heaveo,, I witt stab 
you to the heart with your own dag|per $ 
«-<iOayi you shall be bound wkh aotbiog less 
than silk, as youf quaUty deserve9.-»So 
BOW he is secure till sofne one eonea to rc^ 
lieve him. If he ordered us a late diooer^ 
Ranald^ be is like tO' be the sa&r«r ^-^t 
^ii4&at hour, my good RanaM, did the jafl^r 
ttsuidly appear." 

<• Never till the sua was beneath the 
western wave," said M'£iAgb. 

<< TheUt my friend^ we shall have three 
hours good," said the cautious Captaim^^lA 
the mean time, let us labour for your libe- 
cMion." 

To examine Ranald's chain was the next 
occupation. It was undone by means o£ 
one of the keya which hiuig behind the F^ 
vttte deor, probably deposited Uiere* that 
tibe ACarqfita OHgH if he pkaaed^ disivdl' 
tfpcMoner^off ceiiov« him dsewbere vil^ 
out th* neneanlgr of awmmmitg tbi vM^ 
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den. The outlaw stretched his benumbed 
arms, and bounded from the floor of the 
dungeon in all the extasy of recovered free* 
doiQk 

^< Take the livery-coat of that noble pri- 
soner," said Captain Dalgetty ; <* put it oh, 
and follow close at my heels.'* 

The outlaw obeyed. Tbey ascended the 
private stair/ having first secured the door 
behind themi and thus safely reached the 
apartment of the Marquis. 
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CHAPTER VK 

This wat tbi entry th«n, 4h6t* Btafrv-^but whither aAbr ? 
Yet be that's sure to periBl|io».the'kind 
May quit the nicety of card and oomgass^ 
And trust the open sea without a pilot. 

Tragedy tf Brennamdh - 

^ Look out for the private way through 
the chapely Raaald,'*^ said the Captain, 
*^ while I give a hasty regard to these mat^ 
ters.** 

r Thus speakings he seized with one hand 
ai bundle of Argyle's most private papers^ 
and with the other a purse of gold^ botk 
of which lay in a drawer of a rich cabinet 
which rtood invitingly open. Neither did 
he neglect to possess himself of a sword 
and pistols^ with powder-flask and balls,, 
which hung in the apartment.. ^ Intelll- 
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gencfe and booty," said the veteran^ as he 
pouched the spoils^ *^ each honourable ca- 
valier should look to the one on his gene- 
ral'9 behalf, and the other on bis own. 
This sword is an Andrew Ferrara, and the 
pistols better than mine QWm But a fair 
exchange is no robbery. Soldados are not 
to* be endangered, and endangered gratui- 
tously, my Lord of Argyle.— But soft, soft, 
Ranald ; wise Man of the Mist, whither art. 
thou bound?" 

It wa% indeed full time to stop MacEagh'd 
proceedings ; for^ net fiodiiig the private 
passage ceadily, and impatient, it would 
seem, of farther delay, he had caught dowii 
a sword and target^ and waa aboiit to. en- 
ter the. great gallery, with the purpose 
clouhtless, of fighting his way through all 
opposition* ■ ■ ? 

" Hold,^ while yoa live,** whispered DaW 
getty, laying hold on him. <' We must 
not be perdue if possible. So bur we thia 
door, that it may be thought 
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More would be private-^-and now let me 
make a recooaoissance for the private pas- 
■»ge;' 

By looking behind the tapestiy in trari» 
oits places^ the Captain, at length discevei* 
td a private door, and behind that a wtnding 
paasage^ terminated by another door, which 
doobttess entered the chapel. But what 
wasfais disagreeable surpske to^hear^ion 4i)e 
other side of thia second door^ the aonoious^ 
voice of a divine in the act of preaching* 

<« This made the villain^'* he saidy ** t^ 
oommend this to us as a private passsgs* 
I an strongly tempted to retnni: nod art 
Ua thniat;^ 

He tlien opened very genfly the dooVf 
which led into a latticed gallery used by 
the Marquis himselfi the cuitaina oi which 
were drawn^ perhaps with the purpose of 
having it supposed that he was engaged in 
attendance upon divine worship, when, is 
fiictt he was iri>seiit v^pon his swolar aflp^ 
Tbeve was no other parsoa in the sea^ ^ 
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Ihe Tamily of the Marquis, such was the 
high state mdntained ifi those days^ sate 
during service in another gallery, pkcad 
somewhat lower than that of the great m an 
himself. Hms being the case, Captain 
Dalgetty ventured to ensconce himself id 
the gallery, of which he carefully secured 
the door. 

Never {although the expression be a bold 
one) was a sermon listened to with more 
impatience, and less edification, on the pari 
of one, at least, of the audience. The Cap- 
tain heard sixteenthly — seventeenthly -— 
eighteenthly^ and t0 conelvde^ with a sort 
of feeling like protracted despair. But no 
man can lecture (for the service was called 
a lecture,) for ever, and the discourse wa* 
tt length clteed^ the clergyman not failing 
to make a profound bow towards the lat^ 
ticed gallery^ little suspecting whom fa4 
honoured by that reverence. To judge 
from the haste wid) which they dispersed, 
the domestics of the Marquis were scarce 
ttiore pleased with their late occupation 
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than the anxious Captain Dalgetty^ in- 
deed, maqy of them being Highlandmeo, 
had the excuse of not understanding a sin- 
gle word which the <:lergynian spoke, al« 
though they gave their attendance on his 
doctrine by the special order of Mmiallum 
More* and would have done so had he beea 
a Turkish Imaum. 

But although the congregation disper- 
sed thus rapidly* the^divine remained be- 
hind in the chapdi and, walking up aad 
down itsOothic^recincts, seemed either to 
be meditating on what he had just been de- 
livering* or prq)2u:iDg a fresh discourse for 
the next opportunity. Bcdd as he was, 
Dalgetty hesitated what he ought to do. 
Time* however, pressed* and every mo- 
ment increased the chance of their es« 
cape being discovered by the jailor visiting 
the dungeon perhaps before his wonted 
time* and discovering the exchange which 
had been made there. At length* whisper- 
ing Ranald* who watched all hir motions, to 
follow him and preserve his countenance, 
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Captain DaTgetty, with a very composed 
air» descended a flight of stepd which led 
from the g^Hery into the body of the cha- 
pel. A less ^xp^tenced adventurer would 
have endeavoured to pass the worthy cler* 
gyman rapidly^ in -hopt^ to escape unnoti- 
ced. But the Captain, who foresaw the ma^ 
nifest danger of failing in such anattemptf 
walked gravely to meet the dmne upon his 
walk in the midst of the chancel, and, pull- 
ing off his capt was about to pass him after 
a formal reverence. But what was his sur- 
prise to view in the preacher the very same 
persoa with whom' he bad dined in the cas- 
tle of Ardenvohr. Yet he speedily reco- 
vered his oomposure ; and ere the clergy, 
^y man could speak, was the first to address 
him. *' I could not/' he said, <^ leave this 
mansion without bequeathing to you, my 
very reverend sir, my humble ihaiifks for 
the homily with which you have this even- 
ing favoared us." • 

" I did net observe, sir," said the clergy- 
maUi '^ that you wer& in the chapel." 

*^ It pleased the honourable. J^arquis,^' 
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•aid Dalgett jy modestly, ^ to grace me inik 
a toeat in his own gallery.** The divine 
bowed low at this intimatioDi knowing that 
•uch an honour was Only vouchsafed to per- 
sons of very high rank. " It ha? been my 
fate, sir/' said the Captain, <^ in the sort of 
wandering life which I have led, to bare 
heard different preachers of different reli- 
gions—as for example, Lutheran, Evange- 
lical, Reformed, Calvinistical, and so forth, 
but never have I listened to such a homily 
as yours.** 

" Call it a lecture, worthy sir," said the 
4ivine, << such is the phrase of our 
church." 

<« Lecture, or homily," said Dalgetty, " it 
was, as the High- Germans say, j^n%Jvrir$ 
0ieh ; and I could not leave this place with- 
out testifying unto you what inward emo- 
tions I ha^e undergone during your edifying 
prelection ; and how I am touched to the 
^quick, that 1 should yesterday, during the 
refection, have seemed to infringe on the 
respect due to such a person as yourself/ 

** Alas ! my worthy sir," said the clergy- 
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man, ^< we meet in this world as in the Val- 
ley of the Shadow of Death, not knowing 
against \d)om we may chance to encounter. 
In truth it is no matter of marvel, if we 
sometimes jostle those, to whom, if known, 
we would yield all respect Surely, sir, I 
would rather have taken you for a profane 
malignant than for such a devout person as 
you prove, who reverences the great Master 
even in the meanest of his servants." 

^ It is always my custom to do so, learn- 
ed sir," answered Dalgetty ; « for in the ser- 
vice of the immortal Gustavus — ^but L de- 
tain you from your meditations"~-his de- 
sire to speak of the King of Sweden being 
for once overpowered by the necessity of 
his circumstances. 

*• By no means, my worthy sir," said the 
clergyman. *« What was, I pray you, the or- 
der of that great Prince, whose memory is 
80 dear to every Protestant bosom 7 

^ Sir, the drums beat to prayers morning 
wd evening, as regularly as for parade; atid 
if a soldier passed without saluting the 

VOL. IV. F 



122 TALES OF MY LANDLORD* 

chaplain, he had an hour's ride on the wood* 
en mare for his pains. Sir, I wish you a 
very good evening — I am obliged to depart 
the castle under M^Callum More's pass- 
port. 

^< Stay one instant, sir," said the preacher; 
" is there nothing I can do to testify ray 
respect for the pupil of th^ great Gustavus» 
and so admirable a judge of preaching P' 

" Nothing, sir," said the Captain, " but 
to shew me the nearest way to the gate-^ 
and if you would have thekindness/' be add- 
ed with great effrontery, " to let a servant 
bring my horse with him, the dark grey 
gelding — call him Gustavus, and he will 
prick up his ears — for I know not where the 
castle stables are situated, and my guide,'' 
he added, looking at Ranald, *^ speaks no 
English." 

" I hasten to accommodate you," said the 
clergyman ; ** your way lies through that 
cloistered passage." 

«« Now heaven's blessing upon your va- 
Bity !" said the Captain to himself •' I was 

11 
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afraid I would have had to march off with- 
out Gustavus.** 

In fact, so effectually did the chaplain 
exert himself in behalf of so excellent a 
judge of composition, that while Dalgetty 
was parlying with the centinels at the draw- 
bridge, shewing his passport, and giving the ^ 
watch- word, a servant brought him his 
horse, ready saddled for the journey. In 
any other place, the Captain suddenly ap- 
pearing at large after having been publicly 
sent to prison, might have excited suspicion 
and enquiry ; but the officers and domes* 
tics of the Marquis were accustomed to the 

m 

mysterious policy of their master, and never 
supposed aught else than that he had been 
liberated and entrusted with some private 
commission by their master. In this belief, 
and having received the parole, they gave 
him free passage. 

Dalgetty rode slowly through the town 
of Inverara, the outlaw attending upon him 
like a foot-page at his horse's shoulder. A% 
they passed the gibbet, the old man looked 
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on the bodies and wrung his hands. The 
look and gesture were momentary, but ex* 
pressive of indestribable anguish. Instant- 
ly recovering himself, Ranald, in passing, 
whispered somewhat to one of the females, 
who, like Riepah the daughter of Aizab, 
seemed engaged in watching and mourning 
the victims of feudal justice and cruelty* 
The woman . started at his voice, but im- 
mediately collected herself, and returned 
for answer a slight inclination of the head. 
Dalgetty continued his way out of the 
town, uncertain whether he should trj to 
seize or hire a boat and cro^ the lake, or 
plunge into the woods and there cODceal 
himself from pursuit. In the former event 
he was liable to be instantly pursued by the 
gallies of the Marquis, whieh lay ready for 
sailing, their long yard-arms pointing to the 
wind, and what hope could he have in an 
ordinary Highland fishing-boat to escape 
from them ? If he made the latter choiee, his 
chance either of supporting or concealing 
himself in those waste and unknown wilder- 
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nesses was in the highest degree precarious. 
The town lay now behind him, yet what 
hand to turn to for safety he was unable to 
determine, and began to be sensible, that in 
escaping from the dungeon at Inverara, he 
had only accomplished the easiest part of a 
difficult task. If retaken j his fate was now 
certain ; for the personal injury he had offer- 
ed to a man so powerful and so vindictive, 
could be atoned for only by instant death* 
While he pondered these distressing reflec 
tions, and looked around with a counte- 
nance which plainly expressed indecision, 
B;anald MaicEagh suddenly asked him 
** which way he intended to journey ?" 

** And that, honest comrade," answered 
Dalgetty, ** is preceesely the question which 
I cannot answer you — truly I begin to hold 
the opinion, Ranald, that we had better 
have stuck by the brown loaf and water- 
pitcher until Sir Duncan arrived, who, for 
his own honour, must have made some fight 
for me." 

*' Saxon," answered MacEagh, " do not 
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you regret having exchanged the foul 
breath of yonder dungeon for the free air 
of heaven.. Above all, repent not that yo« 
have served a Son of the Mist Put your- 
self under my^uidancei and I will warrant 
your safety with my head," 

*^ Can you guide me safe through these 
mountains, and back to the army of Moo- 
trose ?" said Dalgetty. 

** I can," answered MacEagh j *.« there 
iives not a man to whom the mountain pass- 
es, the caverns, the glens, the thickets and 
the corries are known, as they are to the 
Ci)ildren of the Mist. While others crawl 
on the level ground, by the sides of lakes 
and streams, ours are the steep hollows of 
the inaccessible mountains, the birth-place 
of the desert springs. Not all the blood- 
hounds of Argyle can trace the fastnesses 
through which I can guide you." 

" Say'st thou so, honest Ranald?" replied 
Dalgetty } •* then have on with thee, for of 
a surety I shall never save the ship by my 
own pilotage." 
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The outlaw accordingly led the way into 
the wood by which the castle is surround- 
ed for several miles, walking with so much 
dispatch as kept Gustavus at a round trott 
and taking such a number of cross cuts and 
turns, that Captain Dalgetty speedily lost 
all idea where he might be, and all know- 
ledge of the points of the compass. At 
length, the path, which had gradually 
become more difficult, altogetlier ended 
among thickets . and underwood. The 
roaring of a torrent was heard in the neigh* 
bourhood, the ground became in some 
places broken, in others boggy, and every, 
where unfit for riding. 

*« What the foul fiend," said Dalgetty, 
" is to be done here ? I must part witli 
Gustavus, I fear." 

•' Take no care for your horse," said the 
outlaw J ** he shall soou be restored to you." 

As he spoke, he whistled in a low tone, 
^nd a lad, half dressed in tartan, half naked, 
haying only his own shaggy hair, tied with 
A thong of leather, to protect his head and 
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face from sun and weather, lean, and half- 
starved in aspect, his wild grey eyes ap« 
pearing to fill up ten times the proportion 
usually allotted to them in the. human face, 
crept out as a wild beast migbt have done 
from a thicket of brambles and briars. 

" Give your horse to the gillie," said 
Ranald MacEagh ; << your life depends up- 
on it.*' 

'^ Och ! och !" said the despairing vete- 
ran, << Eheu ! as we used to say at Mare- 
schal College, must I leave Gustavus in 
such grooming ?" 

" Are you frantic, to lose time thus ?" 
said his guide ; << do we stand on friend's 
ground, that you should part with your 
horse as if he were your brother ? I tell you, 
ypu shall have him again ; but if you never 
saw the animal, is not life better than the 
best colt ever mare foaled ?" 

<< And that is true too, mine honest 
friend," sighed Dalgetty ; ** yet if you 
knew but the value of Gustavus, and the 
things we two have done and suffered to- 
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gether— See, he turns back to look at me ! 
—be kind to him, my good breechless 
friendi and I will requite you well.** So 
saying, and witbal sniffling a little to swal- 
low his grief, he turned from the heart- 
rending spectacle in order to follow his 
guide. 

To follow his guide was no easy matter, 
and soon required more agility than Captain 
DiJgetty could master. The very first 
plunge after he had parted from his char- 
ger, carried him, with little assistance from 
a few overhanging boughs, or prcgecting 
root« of trees, eight foot sheer down into 
the course of a torrent, up which the Son 
of the Mist led the way. Huge stones, 
over which they scrambled, thickets of 
thorn and brambles, through which they 
had to drag themselves, ix>ck8 which were 
to be clififtbed on the one side with mnch 
IftboQV and paii!i, for the purpose of an 
equally precarious descent upon the other ; 
^ these, and many such interruptions, 
were futttounted by the light-footed and 



^ 
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half-oaked mountaineer with an ease and 
velocity which excited the surpme and 
eavy of Captain Dalgetty, who, encutnber* 
ed by his head-piece, corslet^ and other ur * 
mour, not to mention his ponderous jack- 
boots^ found himself at length so much ex- 
hausted by fatigue, and the difficulties of 
the road, that he sate- down upon a stone 
in order to recover his breath, while he ex« 
plained to Ranald MacEagh the difference 
betwixt travelling expedku^ and mpeditut^ 
as these two military phrases were under- 
stood at Mareschal College, Aberdeen. 
The sole answer c^ the mountaineer was to 
lay his hand on the soldier^ arm, and point 
backward in the direction of the wind. D^ 

* 

getty could spy nothing, for evening was 
closing fast, and they were at the bottom 4>f 
a dark ravine. But he could distinctly hiear 
at a distance the sullen toll of a large bdL 

•< That," said he» ^^ must be the alarm — 
the storm- clock, as the Germans call it^'' 

^< It strikes the hour of your death,'' an* 
swered Ranald^ ^* unless, you can acooob 
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pany me a little farther. For every toU of 
that beU, a brave man has yielded up his 

- •* Truly, Ranald, my trusty friend/* said 
Dalgetty, <* I ^iil,not deny that the case 
may be soon mine own ; for I am so for- 
feuchen, (being, as I explained to you, im* 
pediiusj for had I been espedittM, I mind not 
pedestrian exercise ^le flourish of a fife)y 
that I think I had better ensconce myself in 
one of these bushes, and even lie quiet there . 
to abide what fortune God shall send me* 
I ontreat you, Ranald, to shift for yourself, 
and leave me to my fortune, .as the Lion 
. of the North, the immortal Gu8tavu$ 
Adolphus, my never* to-be- forgotten mas- 
ter, (whom you must surely have heard oi\ 
Ranald, though you may have heard of no 
one else), said to Francis Albert, Duke of 
Saxe-Laoenburgh, when he was mortally- 
wounded on the plains of Lutzen. Neither 
despair altogether of my safety, Ranald, 
seeing I have been in as great pinches a& 
in G^many**^more especially, I re-^ 
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member me, that at the fatal batUeof NerUn- 
geQ«-*after ivbich I changed e^rvice" — ^ 

'^ If you would save your Other's sim^ 
breath to help his child out of troiihle, in- 
stead of wasting it upon the tales of Sean* 
nochtes," said Raoaldi who now turned im* 
patient of the Captain's loquacity, '< or if 
your feet could travel as £i6t as your 
tongue, you might yet lay your head on 
an unbloody pillow to-night" 

^* Something there is like military skill 
in that," replied the Captain, '^ although 
wantonly and irreverently spoken ta an of- 
ficer of rank. But I bold it good to par- 
don such freedoms on a mai^eh, in respetit 
of the Saturnalian licence indulged in such 
cases to the troops of all nations. And 
now, resume thine office, friend Banald, in 
respect I am well- breathed ; or, to be more 
plain, Iprtw^ sequar, as we used to say at 
Mareschal College^'' 

Comprehending his meaning rather from- 
his motions than his language, the Sotn of the 
Mist again led the way, with an uneiriiig 

8 
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precision that looked like iDStinct, through 
a variety of ground the most difficult and 
brc&en that could well be imagined. Drag- 
ging along his ponderous boots, encumber- 
ed with thigh-pieces» gauntlets, corslet, and 
badk-piece, aot to mention the buff jerkin 
wkidi he wore under all these arms, talk« 
iog of his former elcploits the whole wlaj, 
though Ranald paid not the slightest at- 
tention to him. Captain Dalgetty contri- 
ved to follow his guide a considerable way 
farther, when the deep-mouthed baying of 
a hound was heard coming down the wind, 
as if opening on the scent of its prey. 

«< Black hound," said Ranald, ^< whose 
throat never boded good to a Child of the 
Mist, ill fortune to her who littered thee ! 
hast thou already found our trace? But 
thou art too late, swart hound of darkness, 
and the deer has gained the herd/* 

So, saying, he whistled very softly, and 
was answered in a tone equally low from 
the top of a pass, up which they had for 
some time been ascending. Mending their 
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pace, they reached the top, where the inooD» 
which had now risen bright and clear, shew* 
ed to Dalgetty a party of ten or twelve 
Highlanders, and about as many women 
and children, by whom Ranald MacEagk 
was received with such transports of joy,. 
as made his companion easily sensiUe 
that those by whom he was surrounded 
must of course be Cliildren of the Mist^ 
The place which they occupied well auited 
their name and habits. It was a beetling 
Crag, round which winded a very narrow 
and broken foot-path, commanded in vari* 
ous places by the position which they held* 

Ranald spoke anxiously and hastily to 
the children of his tribe, and the men came 
one by one to shake hands with Dalgetty,^ 
while the women, clamorous in their grati* 
tude, pressed round to kiss even the hem 
of his garment 

*« They plight their faith to you," said 
Ranald MacEagh, *< for requital of tlie 
good deed you have done to the tribe 
day." 
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<^ Enough said, Ranald,'* answered the 
soldier, '< enough said — tell them I love 
not this shaking of hands— it confuses ranks 
and degrees in military service ; and as to 
kissing of gauntlets, puldrons, and the like, 
I remember that the immortal Gustavus, as 
he rode through the streets of Nuremberg 
being thus worshipped by the populace, 
(being doubtless far more worthy of it than 
a poor though honourable l^avalier like my- 
sdft) did say unto them, in tlie way of re- 
buke, ' If you idolize me thus like a god, 
who shall insure you that the vengeance of 
Heaven will not soon prove me to be a mor- 
tal?* — And so here, I suppose you intend 
to make a stand against your followers, 
Hanald-«-t?o&) a Dios^ as the Spaniard says 
—a very pretty position — as pretty a posi* 
tion for a small peloton of men as I have 
seen in my service — no enemy can come 
towards it by the road without being at the 
mercy of cannon and musket. — But then^ 
Ranald, my trusty comrade, you have no 
cannon, I dare to aver, and I do not see 
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that any of these fellows have muskets 
either. So with what artillery you propose 
making good the pass, before you come to 
hard blows, truly^ Ranald, it passeth my 
apprehension." 

** With the weapons and with the cou* 
rage of our fathers/' said MacEagh, and 
made the Captain observe, that the men of 
bts party were armed with bows and ar- 
rows. 

<^ Bows and arrows^ !'^ exclaimed Dalget« 
ty; <<ha! ha! ha! have we Robin *Hood 
and Little John back again ? — Bows and 
arrows ! why, the sight has not been seen 
in civilized war for an hundred years. Bows 
and arrows ! and why not with weavers- 
beams, as in the days of Goliah i That Du- 
gald Dalgetty, of Drumthwacket, should 
Uve to see men fight with bows and arrows I 
*-»The immortal Gustavus would never 
have believed it— nor Wallenstein — ^noc 
Butler—nor old Tilly— Well, Ranald, a 
cat can have but its claws— since bows and 
arrows are the word, e'en let m make the 
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best of it — Only, as I do not understand 
the scope and range of such old-fashioned 
artillery, you must make the best disposi* 
tion you can out oi yc*ar own head ; for my 
taking the command, whilkl would have 
gladly done had you been to fight with 
any christian weapons, is out of the ques- 
tion when you are to combat like quivered 
Numidiaas. I will, however, play my part 
with my pistoU in the approaching mellay, 
in respect my carabine unhappily remains 
at Gustavus's saddle. — My service and 
thanks to you," he continued, addressing a 
mountaineer who offered him a bow ; ^ Du- 
gald Dalgetty may say of himself^ as he 
learned at Mar^schal College, 

4 

\ 

* 

Non eget Mauri jaculis,neque arcu, . 
Nee venenatis gravida sagtttis 

Fusee, pharetra ; 



whilk is to say. 



91 



Ranald MacEagh a second time imposed 
silence on the talkative commander as bc-i 
fore, by pulling his sleeve, and pointing 
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down the pass. The bay of the blood- 
hound was now approaching nearer and 
nearer, and they could hear the voices of 
several persons who\iccompanied the ani- 
mal, and hallooed to each other as they 
dispersed occasionally, either in the hurry 
of their advance, or in order to search more 
accurately the thickets as they came along. 
They were obviously drawing nearer and 
nearer every moment. MacEagb, in the 
mean time, proposed to Captain Dalgetty 
to disencumber himself of his armour, and 
gave him to understand that the women 
should transport it to a place of safety. 
' " I crave your pardon, sir,** said Dalget- 
ty, ** such is not the rule of our foreign ser- 
vice; in respect I remember the regiment 
of Finland cuirassiers reprimanded, and 
their kettle- drums taken from them by the 
immortal Gustavus, because they had assu- 
med the permission to march without their 
corslets, and to leave them with the bag- 
gage. Neither did they strike kettle drums 
again at the head of that famous regiment 
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until they behaved themselves so notably 
at the field of Leipsic ; a lesson whilk is 
not to be forgotten, any more than that ex- 
damation of the immortal Gustavus, * Now 
shall I know if my ofBcers love me by their 
putting on their armour} since if my officers 
are slaiu^ who shall lead my soldiers unto 
victory ?* Nevertheless, friend Ranald, this 
is without prejudice to my being rid of 
these sotnewhat heavy boots, providing I 
can obtain any other succedaneum ; for I 
presume not to say that my bare soles are 
fortified so as to endure the flints and 
tiiornsy as seems to be the case with your 
followers." 

To rid the Captain of his cumbrous 
greaves, and case his feet in a pair of 
brogues made out of deer-skin, which a 
Highlander stripped off for his accommo- 
dation, was the workof a minute, and DaU 
getty found himself much lightened by the 
exchange. He was in the act of recom- 
mending to Ranald MacEagh, to send two 
or three of his followers a little lower to re* 
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connoitre the pass, and at the same time» 
somewhat to extend his front^ placing two 
detached archers at each flank by way of 
posts of observationi when the near cry of 
the hound apprized them that the pursuers 
were at the bottom of the pass. All was 
then dead silence, for, loquacious as he was 
on other occasions, Captain Dalgetty knew 
well the necessity of an ambush keying 
itself under covert. 

The moon gleamed on the brokeir pathw 
way, and on the pTojecting cliffii of rock 
round which it winded, its light intercepted, 
here and there by the branches of bushes 
and dwarf trees, which finding npurishment 
in the crevices of the rocks, in some places 
overshaded the brow and ledge of thfe preci- 
pice. Below, a thick copse- wood lay in 
deep and dark shadow^ somewhat resem- 
bling the billows of a half* seen ocean. From 
the bosom of that darkness, and close to 
the bottom of the precipice, the hound 
was heard at intervals baying fearfully, 
sounds which were redoubled by the 



'^^ 
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echoes of the woods and rocks around* At 
intervals^ these sunk into deep silence, in« 
terrupted only by the plashing noise of a 
small runnel of water which partly fell from 
the rock, partly found a more silent passage 
to the bottom along its projecting surface. 
Voices of men were also heard in stifled 
'Converse below ; it seemed as if the pursu- 
ers had not discovered the narrow path 
which led to the top of the rock, or that, 
having discovered it, the peril Df the ascent, 
joined to the imperfect light, and the un- 
certainty whether it might not be defended, 
made them hesitate to attempt it. 

At length a shadowy figure was seen, which 
raised itself up from the abyss of darknesd 
below, and, emerging into the pale moon- 
light, began cautiously and slowly to ascend 
the rocky path. The outline was so dis* 
tinctly marked, that Captain Dalgetty could 
discover not only the person of the High- 
lander, but the long gun which he carried 
in his hand, and the plume of feathers 
which decorated his bonnet. ^* Tatisend 
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teijleu ! that I should say so, and so like to 
be near my latter end," ejaculated th6 Cap* 
tain, but under his breath, << what will be- 
come of us, now they have brought mus* 
quetry to encounter our archers ?' 

But just as the pursuer had attained a 
projecting piece of rock about half-way up 
the ascent, and, pausing, made a signal for 
those who were still at the bottom to follow 
him, an arrow whistled from the bow of one 
of the Children of the Mist, and transfixed 
liim with so fatal a wound, that without a 
single effort to save himself, he lost his ba- 
lance, and fell headlong from the cliff on 
which he stood into the darkness below. 
The crash of the boughs which received 
him, and the heavy souhd of his fall from 
thence to the ground, was followed by a cry 
of horror and surprise, which burst from 
his followers. The Children of the Mist, 
encouraged in proportion to the alarm this 
first success had caused among the pursu- 
ers, echoed back the clamour with a lOud 
and shrill yell of exultation, and, shewing 
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themselves on the brow of the precipice, 
with wild cries and vindictive gestures, 
endeavoured to impress on their enemies a 
sense at once of their courage, their num- 
bers, and their state of defence. Even 
Captain Dalgetty's military prudence did 
not prevent his rising up and calling out to 
Ranald more loud than prudence warrant- 
ed, *< Caroccot comrade, as the Spaniard 
says ! The long bow for ever ! In my poor 
apprehension now, were you to order a file 

to advance and take position '' 

" The Sassenach !" cried a voice from be- 
neath, " mark the Sassenach sidier ! I see the 
glitter of his breaist-plate." At the same time 
three muskets were discharged ; and while 
one ball rattled against the corslet of proof, 
to the strength of which our valiantCaptain 
had been more than onceindebtedfor his life, 
another penetrated the armour which co- 
▼ered the front of his left thigh, and stretch* 
6d him on the ground. Ranald instantly 
seized him in his arms and bore him back 
fi'om the edge of the precipice, while he 
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doleHillj ejaculated) <* I alwajrs told the im- 
ssortal Gustavusy Wallenstein, Tilly, and 
other men of the s word, that in my poor 
mind, taslets ought to be made musket- 
proof." 

With two or three earnest words in Gae- 
liCy MacEagh commended the wounded 
man to the charge of the females, who 
were in the rear of his little party, and was 
then about to return to the contest But 
Dalgetty detained him, grasping a firm 
hold of his plaid — <* I know not how this 
matter may end — but I request you will in- 
form Montrose, that I. died like a follower 
of the immortal Gustavus— and I pray you, 
take heed how you quit your present 
strength, even for the purpose of pursuing 
the enemy, if you gain any advantage — 
and — and"— — 

Here Dalgetty's breath and eye-sight be- 
gan to fail him through loss of blood, and 
MacEagh, availing himself of this circum- 
stance, extricated from his grasp the end 
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of his own mantle, and substituted that of a 
female, by which the Captain held stoutly, 
thereby securing, as he conceived, the out- 
law's attention to the military instructions 
which he continued to pour forth while he 
had any breath to utter them, though they 
became gradually more and more incoherent 
— " and, comrade, you will be sure to keep 
your miHsqueteers in advance of your stand 
of pikes, Lochaber-axes, and two handed 
swords — Stand fast, dragoons, on th€ left 
flank! — where was I? — Aye, and, Ranald, if 
ye be minded to retreaj;, leave some light- 
ed matches burning on the branches of the 
trees — it shews as if they were lined with 
^hot — ^but I forget — ye have no match- 
locks nor habergeons — only bows and ar- 
rows — bows, and arrows ! ha ! ha ! ha 1" 

Here the Captain sunk back in an exhaust- 
ed condition, altogether unable to resist the 
«ense of the ludicrous with the idea of these 
ancient weapons of war. It was a long time 
ere he recovered his senses; and in the 

r 
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niean time^ we leave him in the care of the 
Daughters of the Mist ; nurses as kind and 
attentive in reality, as they were wild and 
uncouth in outward appearance/ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

But if no faithless action stain 

Tby true and constant word, 
I'll make thee famous bjr my pen. 

And glorious by my sword. 

ni sierve thee in bueh noble ways 

As ne'er were known before ; 
I'll deck and crown tby bead with bays. 

And love thee more and more. 

Montrose's lAntM. 

We must now leave, with whatever re* 
gret, the valiant Captain Dalgetty to reco- 
ver of his wounds, or otherwise, as fate shall 
determine, in order briefly to trace the mi- 
litary operations of Montrose, worthy as 
they are of a more important page, and a 
better historian. By the assistance of the 
chieftains whom we have commemprated, 
and more especially by the junction of the 
Hurrays, Stewarts, and other clans of Athdy 
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which were peculiarly zealous in the royal 
cause, he soon assembled an army of two or 
three thousand Highlanders, to whom he^ 
successfully united the Irish under Colkit- 
to« Tliislast leader, who, to the great embar* 
rassment of Milton's commentators, is com* 
memorated in one of that great poet's son- 
nets,* was properly named Alister, or Al- 



* Milton'B book».entiUed Tetrachorddn* faad1)een ridi- 
culed» it would seem, by the difvines aaserabled at West- 
*niinster, and others, -on «ceount <tf the hardness of the 
title ; and Milton in his sonnet retaliates upt)n the bar- 
barous Sccrttish names which the Civil War had' naade 
familiar to English ears : — 

...-^— why is it harder, sirs, than 6oi*d6fr, 
Colkitto, or M^onald, or Galiaflp, 
These rugged names to our like mouths grow sleek. 
That would have made Quinlilian stare and ga&p. 

** We may suppose/' says Bishop Newtoa, " thi^t these 
were persons of note among the Scotch ministers, wh« 
were for pressing and enforcing the covenant ;" whereat 
MBtoti only intends to ridicule the barbarism of Scottish 
name? in general, and quotes, indiscriminately, that of 
GiJlca|)i^ on? of the Apostles of the Covenant, and 
those of Colkitto and M*Don«el, (both belonging to one 
person) one of its bitterest enemies. 
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exaoder McDonnell, by birth a Scottish 
tslesman, and related to the Earl of An- 
trim, to whose patronage he owed the 
command assigned to him in. the Iridh 
troops. In many re»pecta he merited 
this distinction. He was brave to intre- 
pidityi and almost to insensibility} very 
strong and active in person, completely 
master of his weapons, and always ready to 
shew the example in the extremity of dan- 
ger. To counterbalance these good qua* 
lities^ it must be recorded tha^t he was inex. 
periencedk) military tactics, and of a jealous 
and presumptuous disposition, which often 
lost to Montrose the fruits of Colkitto's gal- 
lantry. Yet such is the predominance of 
outward personal qualities in the eyes of a 
wild people, that the feats of strength and 
courage shewn by this champion, geem to 
have made a stronger, impression upon the 
midds of the Highlanders, than the military 
skill and chivalrous spirit of the-great Mar- 
quis of Montrose. Numerous traditions axfj 
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still preserved in the Highland glens con- 
cerning Alister M<DoDnei» though the 
name of Montrose is rarely mentioned 
among them. 

The point upon which Montrose finally 
assembled his little army, was in Strath- 
earn, on the verge of the Highlands of 
Perthshire, so as to menace the principal 
town of that county. 

His enemies were not unprepared for bis 
reception. Argyle, at the head of his 
Highlanders, was dogging the steps of the 
Irish from the west M the east, and by force, 
fear, or influence, had collected an army 
nearly sufficient to have given battle to that 
under Montrose. The Low Countries were 
also prepared, for reasons which we assign- 
ed at the beginning of this tale. A body 
of six thousand infantry, and six or seven 
thousand cavalry, wjiich profanely assumed 
the title of God's army; had been hastily 
assembled from the shires of Kfe, Angus^ 
Perth, Stirling, and the neighbouring coun- 
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ties. A much less force in former timesy 
nay even in the preceding reign, would 
have been sufficient to have secured the 
Low Countries against a more formidable 
descent of Highlanders, than those united 
under Montrose ; but times had changed 
strangely within the last half century. 
Before that period, the Lowlanders were as 
constantly engajged in war as the mountain- 
eers, and were incomparably better disci- 
plined and armed. The favourite Scottish 
order of battle somewhat resembled the 
Macedonian phalanx. Their infantry form- 
ed a conpipact body, armed with long spears^ 
impenetrable even to the men-at-arms of the 
age, though well mounted, and arrayed in 
complete proof. It may easily be conceived, 
therefore^ that their ranks could not be 
broken by the disorderly charge of infantry 
armed only with swords, and ill furnished 
with missile weapons, and having no artil- 
lery whatever. ^ This habit of fight was in 
a great measure changed by the introduc- 
tion of musquets into the Scottish Lowland 
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service, which not being as yet cpmbined 
with the bayonet, was a formids^ble weapon 
at adistaDce, but gave no assurance against 
the enemy who rushed on to close quarters. 
The pike, indeed, was not wholly diaused in 
the Scottish army ; but it was no longer 
the favourite weapon, nor was it relied up- 
on as formerly by those in whose hands 
it was placed, in so much that Daniel Lup- 
ton, a tactician of the day, has written a 
book expressly upon the superiority of the 
musquet. This change commedced as ear- 
ly as the wars of Gustavus and Adolphus, 
wjiose marches were made with such rapi- 
dity, that the pike was very soon thrown 
aside and exclianged for fire-arms. A cir- 
cumstance which necessarily accompanied 
this change, as well as the estahlishnaeBt 
of standing armies, whereby war became 
a trade, was the introduction of a labo- 
rious and complicated system of discipline, 
combining a variety of words of command 
with corresponding operations and ma- 
nceuvres, the ijeglect of any o^ae of wltici« 
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was sure to throw the whole into confusion. 
War, therefore, as practised among most 
nations of Europe, had as^med much more 
than formerly the character of aprofession 
or mystery, to which previous practice and 
experience were indispensible requisites. 
Stich was the natural consequence of stand- 
ing armies, which had almost everywhere, 
and particularly in the long German wars, 
superseded, what may be called the natural 
discipline of the feudal militia^ 

The Scotch I>owiand militia^ therefore, 
laboured under a double disadvantage when 
opposed to Highlanders. They were di- 
vested of the spear, a weapon which, in the 
hands of their ancestors, had so often re- 
pelled the impetuous assaults of the moun- 
taineers ; and they were subjected to a new 
and complicated species o^ discipline, well 
adapted, perhaps, to the use of regular 
troops, who could be rendered completely 
masters of it, but tending only to confuse 
the ranks of citizen- soldiers, by whom it 
was rarely practised; and imperfectly un* 

© a 
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derstood* So much has been done in our 
own time in bringing back tactics to their 
first principles, and in getting rid of the 
pedantry of war» that it is easy for us to 
estimate the disadvantages under which a 
half- trained militia laboured, who were 
taught to consider success as depending 
upon their exercising with precision a sj^s- 
tem of tactics, which they probably only 
so far comprehended as to find out /when 
they were wrong, but without the power of 
getting right again. Neither can it be de- 
niedy thftt, in the material points of militaiy 
habit and warlike spirit, the Lowlanders of 
the seventeenth century had sunk far be* 
neath their Highland countrymen. 

From the earliest period down to the 
union of the crowns, the whole kingdom 
of Scotland, Lowlands as well as High- 
lands, had been the constant scene of wafi 
foreign and domestic ; and there was pro- 
bably scarce one of its hardy inhabitants, 
between the age of sixteen and sixtyi who 
was not as willing in point of fact, as be 

8 
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W9B lit^ally hound in law, to assume arms 
at the -first call of his liege lord, or of a 
royal i^roclamation. The law remained 
the same in sixteen hundred and forty- five 
as a hundred years before^ but the race of 
those subjected to it had been bred up un- . 
der very different feelings. They had sat 
in quiet under theilr vine and under their 
fig-tree, and a call to battle involved a 
change of life as new as^ it was disagree- 
able. Sucli of them, also, who lived near 
unto the Highlands, were in continual and 
disadvantageous contact with the restless 
inhabitants of those mountains, by whom 
their cuttle were driven o% their dwellings 
plundered, and their persons insulted, and 
who had acquired over them that sort of 
superiority arising from a conatant system 
of aggression. The Lpwlander^ who lay 
more remote and out of reach of those de* 
predations, were influenced by the exag- 
gerated reports circulated concerning the 
Higlilaiiders, whom, as totally differing in 
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laws, language, anci dress, th^ were ftg- 
duced to regard as a nation of savage^ 
equally void of fear and of humanity. 
These various prepossessions, joined to 
the less warlike habits of the Lowland- 
ers, and their imperfect knowledge of the 
new and complicated system of discipline 
for whicb they, had exchanged their natu* 
ral mode of fighting, placed them at great 
disadvantage when opposed to the High«* 
lander in the field of battle. The moun^ 
taineers, on the contrary, with the arms 
and courage of their fathers, poisessed alsa 
their simple and natural systcfm 6f tactics^ 
and bore dotvn with the fullest coi^fidehce 
upon an enemy, to whom anything they 
had been taught of discipline was, tike 
Saul's armour upon David, a hinderance 
rather than an help, ** because they had 
not proved it/* 

It was with such disadvantages on the 
one side^ and such advantages on the dthec 
to counterbalance the difierence of supc* 
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rior numbers and the presence of artil- 
lery and cavalry, that Montrose encoun- 
tered the army of Lord Elcho upon the 
field of Tippermuir. The presbyteriail 
clergy had not be6n wanting in their ef- 
forts to rouse the spirit of their followers ; 
and one of them, who harangued the troops 
on the very day of battle, hesitated not to 
say, that even God spoke by his motith, 
and he promised them, in his name, that 
day a gireat and assured victory. The ca- 
valry and artillery were also reckoned sure 
warrants of success, as the novelty of their 
attack had upon* former ot;casions been very 
discouraging -to Highlanders. The place of 
meeting was an open heath, and the ground 
aifoirded little advantage to either party, 
except that it allowed the horse of the Co- 
tenanters lo act with effect. 

A battle, upon which so much depend- 
ed, was never more easily decided. The 
Lowland cavalry made the appearance of 
charging j but, whether thrown into dtsor- 



13 



)58 TALES OF HY LANDLORq. 

der by the fire of musketry, or deterred by 
a disaffection to the service said to have 
prevailed among the gentlemen, they mad^ 
no impression whatever, and secoiled in 
disorder from ranks which had neither 
bayonets nor pikes to protect them. Mont* 
rose saw, and inataatly availed himself oi 
this advantage. He ordered his whole 
army to charge, which they performed with 
the wild and desperate valoiir peculiar to 
the Highlanders. One officer of the Cove^ 
nanters alone, trained in the Italian warfi^ 
made a desperate defence upon the righjk 
wing. In every other point their line waa 
penetrated at the first onset ; and this ad. 
vantage once obtained, the liowlandefs 
were utterly unable to contend at close 
quarters with their mo^^e agile and athletic 
enemies. Mapy were slain on the fiel(d^ 
and such a number in the pursuit, tihat 
above one- third of the CovenarUters wese 
reported to have fallen^ in which number, 
however, must be computed a great many 
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fat burgesses who broke their wind in the 
flighty and thus died without stroke of 
sword,* 

The victors obtained possession of Perth, 
and obtained considerable sums of money, 
as well as ample supplies of arms and. am- 
munition. But these advantages were to 
be balanced against an almost insurmount- 
able inconvenience that uniformly attended 
a Highland army. The clans could be in no 
respect induced to consider themselves as 
regular soldiers, or to act as such. Even so 
late as the year 1745-6, when the Chevalier 
Charles Edward, by way of making an ex- 
ample, caused shoot a soldier for desertion, 
the Highlanders, who composed his army, 
were affected as much by indignation as by 
fean They could not conceive any prin^ 



* V^e chpse to quote our authority for a. fact so 
nngular :— -'^ A great many burgeesea were killed—^ 
twenty-five householders in St Andrews — ^many were 
bursten in the flighty and died without strokec**^— See 
Baillik's Letters, vd, JL page 92. . ^ 
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ciple of justice upon which a man's Ui>i 
could be taken, for merely going home 
when it did not suit him to remain longer 
with the army. Such had been the ani- 
form practice of their fathers. When a 
battle was over, the campaign was, in theii? 
opinion, ended ; if it was lost, they sought 
safety in their mountains — if won, they re- 
turned* there to secure their booty* At 
other seasons they had tlieir cattle to look 
after, their harvests to sow or reap, witk- 
out which their families would have pe* 
rished for want. In either case, there 
was an end of their services for the time 5 
and though they .were easily enough re- 
called by the prospect of fresh adven- 
tures and more plunder, yet the opportu- 
nity of success was, in the meantime, lost, 
and could not afterwards he recovered. 
This circumstance serves to shew, ieven if 
history had not made us acquainted with 
the same fact,., that the Highlanders had 
never been accustomed to make war with 
the view of permanent conquest, but only 
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with the hope of deriving temporary ad- 
vantage* It also explains the reason why 
Montrose, with all his splendid successes^ 
never obtained any secure or permanent 
footing in the Low Countries, and why 
even those LiOwUnd noblemen and gentle- 
men who were inclined to the royal cause 
shewed difiidepce and reluctance to join an 
army of a character so desultory and irr^ 
gular» as might lead them at all times to 
apprehetid that the Highlanders, securing 
themselves by a letre^^t to their tnountainst 
vr<>uld leave whatever Lowlanders might 
have joined them to the mercy of an of- 
fended and predomioant enemy. The same 
co^aid'eration will serve to bcbount for the 
sudden marches which Montrose was ob- 
liged to undeiftake, in order to recruit his 
army in the mountains, and for the rapid 
changes of fortune* by which we often find 
him obliged to retreat from before those 
enemies over whom he had recently been 
victorious. If there should be any who 
read these tales for any further purpo$e 
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than that of immediate am^usementy ikey 
will find these remarks not imworthy of 
their recollection. 

It was owing to sacb caases^ the slack- 
ness of the liowland loyalists and the tem- 
porary desertion of his Highland followers, 
that Montrose found himself, even after the 
decisive victory of Uppermuir, in no ocm- 
dition to face the second army with wluch 
Argyle advanced upon hirai from the west- 
ward. In this emergency, supplyii^ 1^ 
velocity the want of strength, he moved 
suddenly from Perth to Dundee, a»d being 
refused reception into that town, fell north- 
ward upon Aberdeen, where he expected 
to be joined by the Gordons and ot^r 
loyalists. But the zeal of these gentlemen 
was, for the time, efiectualiy bridled by a 
large body of Covenanters, commanded by 
the LfOrd Burleigh, and supposed to amount 
to three thousand men,. These Montrose 
boldly attacked with half Uieir number. 
The battle was fought under the walls of 
the city, and the resolute valour of Mont- 
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rose's followers was again successful against 
every disadvantage* 

But it was the fitte of this great com-, 
mander always to gain the glory , but set- 
dom the fruits of victory. He had scarce- 
ly time to repose his small army in Aber- 
deen ere he found, on the one hand, that 
the Gordons were likely to be deterred 
from joining him, by the reasons we have 
mentioned, with some others peculiar to 
their chief, the Marquis of Huntly. On 
the other hand, Argyle, whose forces had 
been augmented by those of several Low- 
land noblemen, advanced towards Montrose 
at the bead of an army much larger than 
he had yet had to cope with. These troops 
moved, indeed, with slowness, correspond- 
ing to the cautious character of their com- 
mander; but that very caution rendered 
Argyle's approach formidable, since his 
very advance implied, that he was at the 
head of an army irresistibly superior. 

There remained one mode of retreat open 
to Montrose, and he adopted it He threw 
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himself into the Highlandst where he Co\M 
set pursuit at defiance, and where be was 
sure, in every glen, to recover those re» 
cruits who had left his standard to deposit 
their booty in tl>€ir native fastnessesi It 
was thus that the singular ebaracter of the 
army which Montroie commandedt whilei 
on the one hand, it rendered his victory 
in some degree nugatory, enabled him, on 
the other, under the most disadvantageous 
circumstances, to secure his retreat, recruit 
his forces, and render himself more fbimi- | 
dable than ever to the enemy before wbooi 
lie had lately been unable to make astand. 
Upon the present occasion he threw him- 
self into Badenoch, and rapidly travem^? 
that district, as well as the neighbouring 
country of AthoU, he alarmed the Cov^ 
nanters by successive attacks upo^ various 
unexpected points,, and spr^d such geoe 
ral dismay; that repeated orders were dis* 
patched by the Parliament to Argyle, tbeir 
commander,, to engage and disperse Mo^* 
trose at all rates^ 



J 
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These commands from bis superiors 
neither suited the haughty spirit, nor the 
temporising and cautious policy, of the no- 
Uemairto whom they were addressed. He 
paid, accordingly, no regard to them, but 
limited his efforts to intrigues among Mon- 
trose's few Lowland followers, many of 
whom bad become disgusted with the pro. 
speqt of a ^Highland campaign, which ex- 
posed their persons to intolerable fatigue, 
and left their estates at the Covenanters' 
mercy. Accordingly, several of them left 
Montrose's camp at this period. He was 
joined, -however, by a body of forces of 
more congenial spirit, and far better adapt- 
ed to the situation in which he found himl 
self. This reinforcement consisted of a 
large body of Highlanders, whom Colkit- 
to, dispatched for that purpose, had levied 
in Argyleshire. Among tlie most distin- 
guished was John of Moidart, called the 
Captain of Clan Ranald, with the Steuarts 
of Alpin, the Clan Gregor, the Clan M*. 
Nab, and other tribes of inferior distinct 
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tton* By these means, Montrose's army was 
so formidably increasedi tkat Argyle cared 
no longer to remain in the command of 
that opposed to him, but returned to Edin- 
burgh, and there threw up his commis- 
sion, under pretence that his alrmy was not 
supplied with reinforcements and provi- 
sions in the manner in which they ought 
to have been. From thence the Marquis 
returned to Inverara, there, in full security, 
to govern his feudal vassals, and patriarchal 
followers, and to repose himself in safety 
on the faith of the Clan proverb already 
quoted— << It is a far cry to Lochow." 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Sacb mountaina steep,, such craggy hills 

His army on one side inclose ; 
The other side, great griesly gills 

Did fence with fenny mire and moss. 

Whicfay when the Earl anderstood. 

He council craved of captains all, 
Who hade set forth with mournful mood. 

And take such fortune as would fall. 

Fhdden Field, an Ancient Poem 

MoNTRoaE had now a spl<sndid career 
before him, provided he could obtain the 
consent of his gallant, but desultory troopis, 
and their independant chieftains. The 
Low Countries lay open before him with* 
out an army adequate to check his career, 
for Argyle's followers had left the Cove- 
nanters' host, when their master threw up 
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his commission ; and many other troops, ti- 
red of the war, had taken the same oppor- 
tunity to disband themselves. By descend- 
ing Strath. Tay, therefore, one of the most 
convenient passes from the Highlands, 
Montrose had only to present himself in 
the Low Countries, in order to rouse the 
slumbering spirit of chivalry and of loyal- 
ty which animated the gentlemen to the 
north of the Forth. The possession of these 
countries, with or without a victory, would 
put him in possession of a wealthy and fer- 
tile part of the kingdom, ' would enable 
him, by regular pay, to place his army on a 
more permanent footing, to penetrate as 
far as the capital, perhaps from thence to 
the Border, where he deemed it possible to 
communicate with the yet unsubdued forces 
df King Charles. 

S^iich was the plan of operations by which 
the truest glory was to be acquired, and 
the most important success insured for the 
royal cause. Accordingly it did not escape 
the ambitious and daring spirit of him 



whose services h^d already acquired hint 
the title of the Great Macquis. But other 
motives actuated many of his folio wers» and 
perhaps were not without their secret and 
unacknowledged influence in his own bo- 
som. 

The western Chiefs in Montrose's urmy, 
almost to a man, regarded the Marguis of 
Argyle as the most direct and proper object 
of hostilities* Almost all of them had felt 
his^power ; almost all^^in withdrawing tbeit 
fencible men from their own glens, left their 
families and property 6:q>osed to his ven- 
^ence ; all^ without exception, were desi- 
rous of diminishing his sovereignty,; and 
most of them lay so near his territories, 
that they might reasonably hope to be.gra- 
tified by a share of his spoil. To these 
Chiefs the possession of Inverara and its 
castle was an event infinitely more impor- 
tant and -desirable than the<:apture of Edin- 
burgh. The latter event could only afford 
their clansmen a little transitorjr pay or plun- 

VOL, IV* H 
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der ; the former insured tothe Chie& them- 
selves indemnity for the past, and security 
for the future. Besides these personal rea- 
sons, the leaders, who favoured this opinion, 
plausibly urged, that though, at his firrt 
descent into the Low Country, Montrose 
might be superior to the enemy, yet every 
day's march he made from the hills ibust di- 
minish his own forces, and expose him to 
the accumulated superiority bf an artny 
which the Covenanters could 0dikct from 
the Lowland levies and garrisons. On the 
other hatid^ by crushing Argyle effectually, 
he Would not only permit his pres^ent Wes- 
tern ftiends to bring out that proportion 
of their forces which they must otherwise 
leave at home for protection oftheir fami. 
lies } but further, he would draw td Iiis 
standard several tribes afready fViendty to 
his cause, but who were prevented from 
joining him by fear of M^Callum More. 

These arguments found something re- 
sponsive in Montrose^s own bosom, not 
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quite consooant with the general hermsm 
of his character.. The houses of Argyle 
and Mootrose had heen^ in former times^ 
repeatedly opposed to each other in war 
and ia politicsn and the superior advran- 
tages acquired by the former^ had made 
them the sutgect of envy and dislike to the 
neig^bouriiig ftmily, who, conscious of 
equal desert^ imd not been so richly re- 
warded. This was. not alL The existing 
heads of these rival families had stood in the 
most flsarked opposition to each other since 
the cooamencf ment of the present tnmbles. 
litoiitrasey eoaacious of the superiority of 
his tale»ts» and of having rendered great 
service to the Ce^enraters at the begin* 
nii:^ of the war, had expected from that 
paorty li^e supereminence of council and 
com'maadt whicb thsey Judged it safer to 
eiatrust to the moie limited faculties and 
more extcsasive power, of bi|. rival Ali- 
gyle* The havi^ awarded this preference, 
was an injury wbich Montrose nevar for- 
gave the Covenanters $ and he was Mill less 

7 
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likely to extend his pardon to Arg}'le, to 
whom he had been postponed^ He was 
therefore stimulated by every feeling of 
hatred which could animate a fiery temper 
in a fierce age to seek for revenge upon 
the enemy of his house and person ; and it 
is probable that these private motives ope- 
rated not a little on his mind, when he 
found the principal part of his followers 
determined rather to undertake an expe- 
dition against the territories of Argyle, 
than to take the far more decisive step of 
descending at once into the Lowlands. 
. Yet whatever tem ptation Montrose found 
to carry into effect his attack upon Argyle- 
shire, he could not easily bring himself to 
r^iounce the splendid atchievement of a 
descent upon the liow Country. He held 
more than one council with the principal 
Chiefs, coipbating, perhaps, his own secret 
inclination as well as theirs. He laid be- 
fore them the extreme difficulty of marching 
even a Highland army from the eastwsffd 
into Argyleshire, through passes scarce// 
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practicable for shepherds and deer- stalkers, 
and over mountains with which even the 
clans lying nearest to them did not pretend 
to be thoroughly acquainted. These diffi- 
culties were greatly enhanced by the season 
of the year, which was now advancing to- 
wards the beginning of December, when the 
mount(iin. passes, in themselves so difficult, 
mightbe expected to be rendered utterly im. 
passable by snow storms. These objections 
neither satisfied nor silenced the Chiefs, 
who still insisted upon their ancient mode 
of making war, by driving the cattle, which, 
according to the Gaelic phrase, ^* fed upon 
the grass of their enemy." The council was 
dismissed late at night, and without coming 
to any decision, excepting that the Chiefs, 
who supported the opinion that Argyle 
should be invaded, promised to seek out 
among their followers those who might be 
most capable of undertaking the office of 
guides upon the e^cpcdition. 

Montrose had retired to the cabin which 
served him for a tent, and stretched himself 
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upon a bed of dry feroi the only place of 
repose which it afforded. But he courted 
sleep in rdin^ for the visions of ambition 
excluded those of Morpheus. In one mo* 
ment he imagined himself displaying the 
royal banner from the re-conquered castle 
of Edinburgh, detaching assistance to a 
nionarch whose crown depended upon his 
successi and receiving in requital all the ad- 
vantages and preferments which could be 
heaped upon him whom a king delighteth 
to honour. At another time this dream, 
splendid as it was» faded before the vision 
of gratified vengeance, and personal tri- 
umph over a personal enemy. To sur- 
prise Argyle in his strong-hold of Inve- 
rara — to crush in him at once the rival of 
his own house and the chief support of the 
Presbyterians — to shewthe Covenanters the 
difference between the preferred Argyle 
and the postponed Montrose, was a picture 
too flattering to feudal vengeance to be 
easily relinquished. 
While he lay thus busied with contradic* 
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tory tiioughts and feeUngs, the soldier who 
stood centinel upon his quarters announcecl 
to the Marquis^ that two persons desired to 
speak with his Excellency. 

<< Thek names ?^ answered Montrose, 
^^ smd the cause of their urgency at such a 
time?' 

On these poiotSj. the centinelt who was 
dne of Golildtto'B Iriishineni could afford 
hh general Ikfile information:; so that 
Momtrose^ who at such a period durst re- 
fiise acoasa to 00 one, lest he might have 
hem nqglecting aome important intelli- 
gence gave directions^ as a necessary pre- 
caution, to put the guard under arms, and 
then prepared to receive them. His groom 
of the chambers had scarce lighted a pair 
of torches, and Montrose himself had scarce 
risen from his couchi when two men eh ter- 
edo one wearing a Lowland dress^ of shamoy 
leather worn almost to tattets ; the other, 
a tall upright old Highlander, of a com* 
plexion which might be turned iron grey, 
wasted asid worn by frost and tempest. 
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«* What may be your commands with me, 
my friends T said the Marquis, his hand al- 
most unconsciously seeking the butt of one 
of his pistols; for the p^iod, as well as the 
time of night) warranted suspicions which 
the good mien of his visitors was not by 
any means calculated to remove. 

« I pray leave to congratulate you,*^ said 
the Lowlander, ^^ my most noble Genera}, 
and Right Honourable Lord, ^pon the 
great battles which you have atchieved since 
I had the fortune to be detached from you. 
It was a pretty affair that tuilzie at Tipper- 
muir ; nevertheless if I might be permitted 
to counser— — - - 

** Before doing so,** said the Marquis, 
<• will you be pleased to' let me know who 
is so kind as to favour me with his opinion,** 

" Truly, my lord," replied the man, «« I 
should have hoped that was unnecessary, 
seeing it is not so long since I took on in 
your service, under promise of a commis* 
sion as Major, with half a dollar of daily 
pay and half a dollar of arrears ; and I am 
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to trust your lordship bas not forgotten my 
pay as well as my person ?" 

" My good friend, Major Dalgetty," 
said RJontrose, who by this time perfectly 
recollected his man, "you must • consider 
what important things have happened to 
put my friends' faces out of my memory, 
besides this imperfect light ^ but all condi- 
tions shall be kept. And what news from 
Argyleshire, my good Major? We have long 
given you up for lost, and I was now pre- 
paring to take the most signal vengeance 
upon the old fox; who infringed the law of 
arms in your person.**^ 

** Truly, my noble lord," said Dalgetty, 
*^ I have no desire that my return should 
put any stop to so proper and becoming an 
intention } verily, itxis iu^no shape in tte 
Earl of Argyle's favour or mercy that I.now 
sjtand before you, and I shall be.no interces- 
9or for him. — Butmy, escape is»>under:bea» 
ven, and the excellent^exteritywhicb, ^ an 
old. and accomplished cayialier, I displayed 
in efiecting the same,-r-I say^ under these^ it 

h.2j 
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is owing to the asmstaQce of this old High- 
lander, whom I venture to recommend to 
your lordship's special favouri as the in- 
strnment of saving your lordship's to com- 
mand, Dugald Dalgetty of Drumthwacket" 

** A thank* worthy service/' said the Mar. 
^uis, gravely, *^ which shall certainly be 
requited in the manner it deserves." 

^ Kneel down, Ranald," said Major Dal- 
getty, (as we must now call him,) •* knee) 
down, and kiss his Excellency's hand." 

The prescribed form of acknowledgment 
not being according to the custom of Ra- 
nald's country, he contented himself with 
^folding his arms on his bosom and makipg 
a low intilination of his head. 

*< This poor man, my lord,"^ said- Major 
Dalgetty, coiitinuing his speech with a great 
air of protection towards Ranald MacEagh, 
^< has strained all bis slender means to de- 
fend my person from mine en^nies, al- 
though having no better weapons of a mis- 
ti3e sort than bows and arrows, whitk your 
lordship will Iwrdly believe.* 



^.-^ 



A LBO&ND Of IfONTROSfi. 179 



,** Ymt yi9^ see a great many such we^ 
pmis in my csntp," said Montrose^ '< and we 
^d them serviceable." 

*' ServiceaUe, my lard !" said Dalgetty ; 
^ I trust yom lordship will permit me to be 
surprised — bows and arrows!— I trust you 
wiU forgive my recommending the substi- 
tution of muskets* the "first convenient op- 
porttinity> But besides defending me, this 
honest Highkmder also was at the pains of 
curing me, in respect that I had got a 
touch ef the wars in my retreat, which me« 
ritiiB my best requital in this special intro- 
ductTott eff him to your lordship's notice and 
protection,'^ ' 

** What is your name, my friend ?* said 
Montrose, turning ta tlie Highlander. 

^ It may not be spoken," answered the 
mountaineer* 

^ That is to my^ interpreted Major Dal. 
getty, *^ he desires to have his name conceri- 
^dy in respect he faatti in former da}ps taken' 
* castfe, ^laM certfti* cbild^en, and done 
other things, wftrfik, as. yolir good lordship 
I^nowSi are often practised in war time^ but 
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excite no benevolence towards the. perpe- 
trator in the friends of tbosjs who sustain 
injury. I hare known^ in my military ex- 
perience, many brave cavaliers put to death 
by the boors, simply for using military li- 
cense upon the peasants.'' 

^' I understand/' said Montrose : ** This 
person is at feud with some of our follow- 
ers. Let him retire to the court of guard, 
and we will think of the best mode of j^o- 
tectiiig him." 

<< You hear, Ranald," said M^or Dal- 
g^tty,. with an air of superiority^ *' his Ex- 
cellency wishes to hold privy council with 
me, you must go to the court of guard«-^ 
He does not know where that is, poor fel- 
low Ir-he is a young soldier for so old a 
man y t will put him. under. &e chafge of 
a ceiitinel, and return to your lordship 
iDQOotinent" He did soy and retofiKed'ac- 
cordingly. ) 

Montrose's first enquiry respecte^the ^- 
bassy to Inverara }. and be listened with, i^ 
tention to Dajlgetty's ref^ notwiiM^^^^ad- 
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mg the prolixity of the Major's narra- 
tive. It required an effort from the Mar- 
<iuis to maintain bis attention ; but no one 
better knew, that where information is to 
be derived from the rep6rt of such agents 
as Dalgetty, it can only be obtained by 
suffering them to tell their story in their 
own way. Accordingly his patience was 
at length rewarded. Among other spoils 
which the Captain thought himself at li^ 
berty to take, was a packet of Argyle's 
private papers. These he consigned to the 
hands of his general ; a hu mour of ac'count- 
iog, however^ which wQnt no farther, for 
I do not understand that he-made any men- 
tion of the purse of gold which he had 
appropriated at the same time that he mad< 
seizure of the papers aforesaid. Snatching 
a torch from the wall, Montrpse was in an 
instant deeply engaged in the perusal of 
these documents, in which it is probable he 
iornid^ something to. animate biSi pergonal 
x^entnuftnt againsi his rivals Argyle. 
^^ Does he not fear tne ^ said he ;. ^ tfara 
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he sliall feel me. Will he fire mjr castle of 
Murdoch! — Inverara shall ruise the ft^ 
'smoke.-— O for a guide thvough the skirts 
of Strath FiUanr 

Whatever might be Da1getky*8 persofid 
conceit, he understood hid business sufi- 
ciently.to guess at Montrose's meaning. He 
instantly interrupted his own prolix narra- 
tion of the skinnJah which had taken plac^ 
and the wound he -had received in bis re* 
treat, and began to speak to the pomt which 
be saw interested his generaL 

*« If,** said he, " your Excellency wishes 
to make an infall into Argyleshire, this 
poor man, Ranald, of whom £ told yoU| ta* 
getfaer with bis children and companions^ 
know every pass into that land, both tead* 
ing from the east and fcota the uorth/^ 

"^ Indeed !" said Montrose ; <^ what ita* 
Bon have you to bdieve their knowladge lo 

extensive ?^ 

^ So please your fixcellency,"* answ^ 
Dalgetty, ^ during the weeks that I re- 
mained; with them for cure of my wootid, 
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they were repeatedly obliged to shift their 
quarters, in respect of Argyle*s repeated 
attempts to repossess himself of the person 
of an officer who was honoured with your 
Excellency's confidence ; so that I had oc- x 
casion to admire the singular dexterity and 
knowledgl of the face of the country with . 
which they alternately atchieved their re- 
treat and their advance ; and when, at 
lengthy I was able to repair to your Excel- 
lency's standard, this honest creature, Ra- 
nald MacEagh, guided me by paths which 
my steed Gustavus, (which your lordship 
may remember,) trode with perfect safety, 
so that I said to myself, that where guides^ 
spies, or intelligencers, were required in a 
Highland campaign in that Western country, 
more expert persons than he and his attend- 
ants could not possibly be desired." 

•* And can you answer for his fidelity ?* 
said Montrose ; ^* what is his name and , 
condition T* 

^ He is an outlaw, and robbef by pro- 
fession," answered Dalgetty; «• and ^y 
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natne^ called Ranald MacEagh ; whilk sig- 
nifiesi Ranald, the Son of the Mist.** 

** I should remember something of that 
name/* said Montrose, pausing j " Did not 
these Children of the Mist perpetrate some 
act of cruelty upon the M'Aulays?" — r 

Major Dalgetty mentioned the circum- 
stance of the murder of the forester, and 
Montrose's active memory at once recalled 
all the circumstances of the feud. 

" It is most unlucky," said Montrose, 
" this inexpiable quarrel between these men 
and the M*Aulays. Allan has borne him- 
self bravely in these wars, and possesses, 
by the wild mystery of his behaviour and 
language,. so much influence over the minds 
of his countrymen, that the consequences 
of disobh'ging him might be serious* At 
the same time, these men being so capable 
of rendering useful service, and being, as 
you say, Major Dalgetty,, perfectly^ trust- 
worthy "* 

^* I will im pledge my pay and arrears, 
my horse and ann8>, my head and neck, 
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upoa their fidelity," said the Major ; << and 
your Excellency knows^ that a soldado could 
say no more for his own father.^' 

** True/* said Montrose ; " but as this 
is a matter of particular moment, I would 
willingly know the grounds of so positive 
an assurance." . 

** Concisely then, my lord/' said the Ma- 
jor, <« not only did they disdain to profit by 
a handsome reward which Argyle did me 
the honour to place upon this poor head of 
mix^, and not only did they abstain from 
piUaging my personal property, whilk was 
to an amount that would have tempts re 
gular soldiers in any service of Eurc^e j 
and fiot only did they restore me my horse, 
whilk your excellency knows to be of value} 
but I could not prevail on them to accept, 
one stiver, doit, or maravedi, for the trou* 
ble and expences of my sick bed. They 
actually refused my coined money when 
freely offered, — a, tale seldom to be told in 
a Christian land,'' 



^ I adaiiV raid M^yntroae^ alter a mos 
jmeot's raflection^ «< that their oondaot to* 
wards you is good «Tideiioe ofOdieir fido- 
lity } bttt how to aecHdre against the break* 
iqg out of this feud."* He paused^ and theo 
suddenly addedt ** I had Ibrgot I have supt» 
while you^. Major, have been traveiltng bf 
jaoonlight'' 

He called to his attendants to fetch a 
fitoup of wine and sono refreshMeott. Jifs- 
jor Itelgettj^, who had the Appetite of t 
iccavalesoent f eturaed fbom Highlrad quap* 
tecs, needed not any pressing to panbake d 
what was sat before* hias, but pmceeded is 
dispatcb bis food with suc^ aiacrity» dut 
,tiie Madrquii^ iUii^ a oup of mine^ aad 
drinking ito his bealtb, -could not heipt^ 
tnaffkiflgi that coaiae as the psovtaioiDs of 
Us camp wer0» ho was a&aid Migor Dai^ 
getty had ikred mtich worse duiuig his exr 
cursiop ioto » Aigyleshire. 

!« Ycm ExeeUenoy^may take yonr corfMCV 
ral oath upon that,"^ said die wecthy Migorf 
speaking. m\h . his mouth, full .; , *^ for the 
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viands that the Children of ihe Mist procu- 
red ibr me, poor helpless creatures as thejr 
were, were so ttorefreshful to my body, that 
when inclosed in my armour, whilk I wis 
fain to leave behind me for expedition 
sake, I rattled therein like the shrivelled 
kernel in a nut that hath been kept on to 
a second Hallowe'en.^ 

^* You must take the due means to repair 
tbeie losses, Major Dalgetty." 

*« In troth,** answered the soldier, '^ I 
shall hardly be able to compass that, unless 
my arrears are to be exchanged for present 
pay ; for I protest to your Excellcnoy, that 
the three stone weight which I have lost 
were simply raised upon the regular ac- 
countings of the States of Holland." 

*f In that case^** said the Marquis, •* you 
are only reduced to good marching order. 
As for the pay, kt us once have victory-^ 
victory. Major, and your wishes,^aiid all 
our wishes, shall be amply fulfiUedi Mean. 
time help yourself to another cup of wme." 

" To your Excellency*^! health,*' Mid the 
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Major, filling a cup to the brim, to shew 
the zeal with which he drank the. toast, 
** and victory over all your enemies, and 
particularly over Argyle. I hope to pull 
another handful from his beard myself— 
I have had one pluck at it already.'* 

t< Very true/* answered Montrose ; " b«t 
td return to these men of the Mist. You iin- 
derstandi Dalgctty, that then* presence here, 
and the purpose for which we employ them, 
is ft secret between you and me." 

Delighted, as Montrose ha<l anticipated, 
l^ith this mark of his general's confid ence, 
the Major laid his hand upon his nosey and 
nodded intelligence. 

•* How many may there be of RanalJ** 
followers ¥* continued the Marquis. 

" They are reduced, so far as I know, 
to some eight or ten men," answered Ma- 
jor Dalgetty, «' and a few women and chil' 
dren." . 

^ Where are they now ?" demanded Mon* 
trose. 

y In a valley, at three miles distance,"^ afl« 
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s^ered the soidier, << awaiting your Excel- 
lency's command ; I judged it not fit to 
bring them to your leaguer without yoHr 
Excellency's orders." 

" You judged very well," said Montrose } 
" it would be proper that they remain 
where they are, or seek some more distant 
place of refuge. I will send them money, 
though it is a scarce article with me at pre« 
sent." 

*< It is quite unnecessary," said Major 
Dalgetty ; " your Excellency has only 
hint that the M^Aulays are going in that 
direction, and my friends of the Mist wili 
instantly make volte-face^ and go to the 
rightabout." 

^* That were scarce courteous," said the 
Marquis. " Better send them a few dollars 
to purchase them some cattle for the sup- 
port of the women and children." 

" They know how to come by their cat- 
tle at a far cheaper rate," said the Mqor ; 
** but let it be as your Excellency wills." 

«^ Let Ranald MacEagh," said Montrose, 
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<< select one or two of bis fioUowers, men 
whom he cm trwU *nd who are capable of 
keeping their owa secret ; these shall serve 
for our guides. Let them be at my tent to- 
morrow at diay^ breaks and see, if possiblci 
that they neither guess my purpose, nor 
hold any commimtcation with each other is 
privatei^-Thts old maa, has he any chil* 
dren ?* 

" They have been killed or hange4" 
said the Captaio^ ^ to the ntimber of a 
round doaen,. as I heHeve--*<'bitt he batb 
left one diild>, a smart and hopeful youth, 
whom I have noted to he nei^er without a 
pebble ia his plaid nook, to fiiag at whoso- 
ever might come in his way, being a ^m* 
bol,. thatb tike David, who was accustomed 
to sling siiKpoth stones taken from tii^ 
bro(^, he may afterwards prove an adven- 
turous warrior/' 

^' That boy» Major Daigetty/' said the 
MsrquiSs ^ I wiil have to attend upon my 
own perscm. I presume he will have sens^ 
enough to keisp his name secret*" 



4 
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*** Toar Eixceffency need not fear thjrt,^' 
answered i&afgetty ; ^ these Highland imps, 
from the moment they chip the shell*'— 

«' WeB;^ repfied Montrose, «^ that boy j 
^hall be pledge for the fidefity of his fa- 
ther, and if he proves faithful, the child's 
preferment Aall be his reward. — And now, 
Major Dalgetty, I wiU licence your depar- 
ture for the night; to-morrow you will intro- 
duce this MacEagh, under any name or 
character he may please to assume;. I pre- 
sume his profession has rendered him suffi- 
ciently expert in all sort of disguises ; dr 
we may admit John of Moydart into our 
themes, who has sense, practicability, and 
intelligence, and will allow this man for a 
time to be disguised as one of his followers. 
For you. Major, my groom of the 'cham- 
bers will be your ^juarter- master for this 
evening." 

Major Dalgetty took his leave with a 
joyful heart, greatly elated with the recep- 
tion he had met with, and much pleased 
with the personal manners of his new gene« 
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raly whichi as he explained s^t ^reat length 
to Ranald MacEagh, reminded him in many 
respects of the demeanour of the immortal 
Gustavus AdolphuSf the Lion of the North, 
and Bolwfirk of the Protestant Faith. 
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V 



CHAPTER IX. ' 



I 



The march begins in military itate» 

And natione on bu eyes aiupettded wait; 

Stem fiunine guardt the soiitarjr ooast. 

And winter barricades the realms of frost ; 

He comesy— nor want, nor cold, bis course delay.—— 



Br bireak of day, Montrose received in 
his cabin old MacEagh, and questioned 
him long and particularly as to the means 
of approaching the country of Argyle. He 
made a note of his answers, which he com- 
pared with those of two of his followers^ 
whom he introduced as the most prudent 
and experienced. He found them to cor- 
respond in all respects } but, still unsatis^i 
fied where precaution was so neceasaiy^ 
the Marquis compared the information he 

TOL, IT I 
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had received with that he was able to col- 
lect from the Chiefs who lay most near to 
the destined scene of invasion, and being 
in all rospects satisfied of its accuracy, be 
resolved to proceed in full reliance ^upon 
it. 

In one point Montrose changed bis mind. 
Having judged it unfit to take Ibe boy Keo- 
neth into his own service, lest, in case of 
his birth being discovered, it should be re- 
lented as an offence by the numerous clans 
who entertained a feudal enmity to this de- 
voted family, he requested the Major to take 
him in attendance upon himself; andstsbe 
liccompanied' this request with a handsome 
dougeur, under pretence of clothing and 
equipping the lad, this change was agree- 
able to all parties. 

It was about breakfast-tim^, when Ma- 
jor Dalgetty, being -dismissed by Mon- 
trose, went in quest of his old acquaiot- 
ancesi Lord Menteith and the M*Aulays, 
to whom he longed to communicate his 
own adventures, as well as to learn frona 
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them (he particulars of the campaign. It 
way be imagined he was received whh 
•great glee by men to whom the late uni- 
formity of their military life had rendered 
any change of society an interesting novelty. 
Allan M'Aulay alone seemed to recoil from 
his former acquaintance, although, when 
challenged by his brother, he icould render 
no other reason than a reluctance to be fa- 
miliar with one who had been so lately in 
the company of Argyle and otlier enemies. 
Major Dalgetty was a little alarmed by this 
' sort of instinctive consciousness which Al- 
lan seemed to entertain respecting the so- 
ciety he had been lately keeping ; he was 
soon satisfied, however, that the percep- 
tions of the seer in this particular were not 
infallible. 

As Kanald MacEagh was to be placed 
under Major Dalgetty's protection and su- 
perintendancie, it was necessary he should 
present him to those persons with whom 
he was most likely to associate. The dress 
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of the old man had, in the meantime, been 
changed from the tartan of his clan to a 
sort of clothing peculiar to the men of 
the distant Isles, resembling a waistcoat 
with sleeves, and a petticoat, all msAt in 
one piece. This dress was laced from top 
to bottom in front, and bore some resem- 
blance to that called a Polonaise, still worn 
by children in Scotland of the lower .rauk. 
The tartan hose and bonnet completed the 
dress, which old men of the last century re- 
membered well to have seen worn by the 
distant Islesmen who came to the Earl of 
Mar's standard in the year niS,. 

Major Dalgetty, keeping his e}^e on Al- 
lan as he spoke, introduced RaoaJ^Mae- 
£agh under the iSctitious name of Ranuld 
MacGillihuron in Benbecula, wha had ^ 
x^aped with him out of Argyle's prison. He 
recommended him as a pei^on skilfiil in 
the arts. of the harper and the s^mu^hie, 
and \yy no means contemptit^e p.tbe qa^ 
lit/ of a secondrsighted ,j^son prefer. 
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While making this expositions Major Bal- 
getfy stammered and hesitated in a way so 
unlike the usual glib forwardness of his 
manner, that he could not have failed to 
have given suspicion to Allan M^Aulay, 
had not that person's whole attention been 
engaged in steadily perusing the features of 
the person thus introduced to him. This 
steady gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
Mac£agh» that his hand was beginning to 
sink down towards his dagger, in expecta- 
tion of a sudden assault, when Alla^n M^Au* 
lay, suddenly crossing the floor of the 
hut, extended his hand to him in the way 
of friendly greeting. They sat down side 
by side, and conversed in a low mysterious 
tone of voice* Menteith and Angus M^Au* 
lay were not surprised at this, for there pre* 
vailed among the Highlanders who pre- 
tended to the second-sight a sort of free- 
masoniy, which generally induced them, 
upon meeting, to hold communication with 
each other on the nature and extent of 
their visionary experiences* 
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" Does the sight come gloomy upon 
your spirit?' said Allan, to bis new ac- 
quaintance, 

" As dark as the shadow upon the 
moon," replied Ranald^ " when she is dark- 
ened in her mid-course in heaven, and 
prophets foretell of evil times.'*^ 

" Come hither," said Allan, <* come more 
this way, I would converse with you.apart; 
for men say that in ymir distant islands the 
sight is poured forth with more clearness 
and power than upon US| who dwell neat 
the Sassenach.** 

While they were plunged into their mystie 
conference, the two English cavalier^ en- 
tered the cabin in the highest possible spi- 
rits, and announced to Angus M^AuIay 
that orders had been issued that all should 
hold themselves in readiness for an imme- 
diate march to the westward. Having 
delivered themselves of their news with 
much glee, they paid their compliments to 
their old acquaintance Major Dalgetty, 
whom they instantly recognised, and in*. 
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quired after the health of his charger, Gus- 
tavus. 

*^ I humbly thank you, gentlemen/^ an- 
swered the soldier, " Gustavus is well, 
though, like his master, somewhat barer on 
the ribs (;han when you offered to relieve 
me of him at Darnlinvarach ; and let me 
assure you, .that before you have made one 
or two of tliose marches- which you seem to 
contemplate with so much satisfaction in 
prospect, you will leave, my good Knights, 
some of your English beef, and probably 
an English horse or two behind you/' 

Both exclaimed that they c.^red v^ry lit* 
tie what they found or what they left, pro- 
vided the scene changed from dodging up 
and down Angus and Aberdeenshire, iu 
pursuit of an enemy who. would neither 
fight nor run away. 

** If such be the case," said Angus M*- 
Aulay, ** I must give orders to my follow- 
ers^ and make provision too for the safe 
conveyance of AnnotLyle j for an advance 
into M*Callum More's country will be. a 
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farther and fouler road than these pinks of 
Cumbrian Knighthood are aware of."" So 
nayingi he left the cabin. 

•• Annot Lyle l^ repeated Dalgetty, ** is 
ihe following the campaign f^ 

•« Surely,** replied Sir Giles Mosgravc, 
Jiis eye glancing slightly from Lord Men* 
teith to Allan M'Aulay ; << we, could nei- 
ther march nor fight, advance nor re- 
treat, without the influence of the Priiicesi 
of Harps.** 

«• The Princess of Broad swords and Tar- 
gets, I say,** answered his companion ; «* for 
the Lady of Montrose herself could not bs 
more courteously waited upon ; she has four 
Highland maidens, and as many bare- 
legged gillies, to wait upon her orders.'* 

** And what would you have, gentlemen?^ 
said Allan, turning suddenly from the High- 
lander with whom he was in conversation; 
•* would you yourselves have left an innocent 
female, the companion of your infancy, to 
die by violence, or perish by famine ? There 
is not, by this time, a roof upon the babi- 
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tation of my fathers-^-our crops have been 
destroyed, and our cattle have been drivei^— > 
and youy gentlemen, have to bless God, that* 
coming from a milder and more civilized 
country, you expose only your own lives in 
this remorseless war, without apprehension 
that your enemies will visit with their ven-^ 
geance the defenceless pledges you may 
have left behind you.** 

The Englishmen cordially agreed that 
they had the superiority in this respect ; and 
the company now dispersing, went each to 
his several charge or occupation. 

Allan lingered a moment behind, still 
questioning the reluctant Ranald MacEagh 
upon a point in his supposed visions, by 
which he was greatly perplexed. " Be- 
peatedly," he said, ** have I had the sight of 
a Gael, who seemed to plunge his weapon 
into the body of Menteith, — of that young 
nobleman in the scarlet laced cloak, who 
has just now left the bothy. But by no ef- 
fort, though I have gazed till my^e^s were 

IS 
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almost fixed in the sockets, can I discover 
thie face of this Highlander^ or even con- 
jecture who he may be, although his per- 
son knd air seem fainiliar t^ tne^ 

*« Have you reversied your tmn plaid P^ 
said Ranald, ^* accordibg'td the rule of the 
experienced Seers in such cases ?* 

«* I have," answered Allan, speaking low, 
and shuddering as if with internal agony. 

** And in what guise did the phantom 
i then appear to you ?' said Ranald. 

" With his plaid also reversed," answered 
Allan, in the same low and convulsed tone. 

" Then be assured," said Ranald, " that 
your own hand, and none other, will do the 
deed of which you have witnessed the sha- 
dow." 

'^ So has my anxious soul an hundred 
times surmised," replied Allan. " But it is 
impossible ! Were I to read the record in 
the eternal book of fate, I would declare it 
impossible — we are bound by the ties of 
blood, and by an hundred ties more inti- 
mate-^we have stood side by side in battle^ 

10 
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and our swords have reeked with the blood 
of the same enemies — ^it is impossiblb I 
should harm him !" 

"That you will do so," answered Ranald, 
** is certain, though the cause be hid in the 
darkness of futurity. You say," said he, 
suppressing his own emotions with difScuI- 
ty, «* that side by side you have pursued 
your prey like blood-hounds — have you 
never seen blood-hounds turn their fangs 
against each other, and fight over the body 
of a throttled deer ?" 

" It is false," said M'Aulay, starting up ; 
^ these are not the forebodings of fate, but 
the temptation of some evil spirit from the 
bottomless pit !" So saying, he strode outc 
of Uie cabin. 

« Thou hast it !'* said the Son of the 
Mist, looking after him with an air of ex- 
ultation j " the barbed arrow is in thy 
side !— Spirits of the slaughtered ! rejoice ! 
soon shall your murderers' swords be dyed 
in each others' blood." 

On the succeeding morning all was pre- 
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pared, and Montrose ad?tticed by.f^piA 
marches up the river Tay, and policed^ de^ 
sultory forces into the romantic vale around 
the lake of the same name, whiej^ltes^at the 
head of that river. The inhabitants were 
Campbells, not indeed the vassals of Ai^ 
gyle, but of the allied and kindred house of 
Glenurchy, which now bears the namcLof 
Breadalbane. Being taken by surprise,, tb^y 
were totally unprepared for resistimce, wA 
were compelled to be the passive witnebsfs 
of the ravages which took place among 
their flocks and herds. Advancing in this 
manner to the vale of Loch Dochart, and 
laying waste the country around him,. Mem- 
trose reached the most difficult point of his 
eaterprize. 

To a modern army, even with the assist- 
ance of the good military road which now 
leads up by Teinedrum to the bead of Loch 
Awe, the passage of these extensive wilds 
would seem a task of some difficulty. But 
at this period, and for loog afterwaniib 
iiieip was no road or path whatsqever $ imd 
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to add to the difficulty, the mountains weie 
already covered with snow. It was a 8u« 
blime scene to look up to them, piled in 
great masses, one upon another, the front 
rank of' dazzling whiteness, while thos« 
which arose behind them caught a rosy tint 
from the setting of a clear wintry sun. Beq 
Cruachan, superior in magnitude, and seem* 
ing the very citadel of the Genius of tht 
Region, rose high above the others, shew- 
ing his glimmering and scathed peak to tht 
distance of many miles. 

The followers of Montrose were men 
not to be daunted by the sublime, yet ter« 
rilile prospect before them. Many of them 
were of that ancient race of Highlanders^ 
who not only willingly made their couch 
in the snow, but considered it as effeminate 
luxury to use a snow-ball for a pillow. 
Plunder and revenge lay beyond the frozen 
mountains which they beheld, and they did 
not permit themselves to be daunted by the 
diffictttey of traversing them. Montrose 
did not allow their spirits time to subside. 



206 TALES OF MY LANDLORD^ 

He ordered the pipes to play in the van the 
ancient pibroch entitled ^^ Hogged namho^ 
&c; (that is, We come through drift to drive 
the prey) ; the shrilling sounds of which 
had often struck the vales of the Lennox 
with terror. * The troops advanced with 
the nimble alacrity of mountaineers, aod 
were soon involved in the dangerous pass, 
through which Ranald acted as their guide, 
going before them with a select party, to 
t^ack out the way. 

The power of man at no time appears 
more contemptible than when it is placed 
in contrast with scenes- of natural terror and 
dignity. The victorious army of Montrose, 
whose exploits had struck terror into all 
Scotland, when ascending up this terrific 
pass, seemed a contemptible handful of 
stragglers, in the act of being devoured by 
the jaws of the- mountain, which appeared 



* It IS th^ fadiily^maroh of the M^Parlanes, a war- 

« 

liHe and predatory clan, who iahabited the western 

> 

banks of Loch-Lomond. 
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readj^ 16 close upon them. Even Montrose 
half repented the boldness of his attempt, 
as he looked down from the summit of the 
first eminence which he attained, upon the 
scattered condition of his small army. The 
difficulty of getting forward was so great, 
that considerslble gaps began to occur in 
the line of march, and the distance between 
the teih, dentre, and r£ar, was each moment 
increased in a degree equally incommodious 
and dangerous. It was with great appre- 
hension that Montrose looked upon every 
point of advantage which the hill afforded,, 
in dread it might be found occupied by an 
enemy prepared for defence ; and he often 
afterwards was heard to express his conyic- 
tion, that had the passes of Strath Fillan 
been defended by two hundred resolute 
men, not only would his progress have 
been effectually stopt, but his whole army 
must have been in danger of being totally 
cut off. Security, however, the bane of 
many a strong country, and many a fort- 
ress, betrayed, upon this occasion, the di^ 
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tiict of Argyle to his enemies. The inva^ 
ders had only to contend with the natural 
difficulties of the path, and with the snow, 
which, , fortunately, had not fallen in anj 
great quantity. The army no sooner reach- 
ed the summit of the ridge of hills dividing 
Argyleshire from the district of Breadal- 
bane, than they rushed down upon the de- 
voted vales beneath them with a fury suf- 
ficiently expressive of the motives which 
had dictated a movement so difficult and 
hazardous. 

Montrose divided his army into thi:ee bo- 
dies, in order to produce a wider and more 
extensive terror, one of which was com- 
manded by the Captain of Clan Ranald, 
one intrusted to the leading of Colkitto, and 
the third remained under his own direction. 
He was thus enabled to penetrate the coun- 
try of Argyle at three different points. Re* 
aistance there was none. The flight of the 
shepherds from the hills had first announ- 
ced this formidable irruption, and where- 
ever the clansmen were summoned out, they 
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were killed, disarmed, and dispenedt by an 
enemy i^ho had anticipated their mottcmi^ 
Major Dalgetty, who had been sent for- 
ward against Inverara with the few horse 
of the army that were fit for service, mana* 
ged his matters so well, that he had very 
near surprised Argyle, as he expressed it, 
i$Uer poctda^ and it was only a rapid flight 
by water that saved that chief from death 
or captivity. Bat the punishment which 
Argyle himself escaped fell heavily upon 
his country and clan, and the ravages com^ 
mitted by Montrose on that devoted landi 

iithr^'Jwh tea rnr.S********^ ^ith thA a^nhis of 

the country and times, have been repeat- 
edly quoted as a blot on his actions and 
character. 

Argyle in the meantime had fled to Edin- 
burgh, to lay his complaints before the Con« 
vention of Estates. To meet the exigenct 
of the moment, a considerable army was 
raised under General Baillie, a Presbyte% 
rian officer of skill and fidelity, with whom 
was joined in command the celebnated 
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Sir John Urrie^ a soldier of fortune like 
Dalgetty, who had already changed sides 
twice during the CSvil War, and was des- 
tined to turn his coat a third time be- 
fore it was ended. Argyle also, buroing 
with indignation,. proceded to levy his own 
numerous forces, in order to avengis him- 
self of Ins feudal enemy. He established 
his head-quarters at Dumbarton, where he 
was soon joined by a considerable force^ 
consiisting chiefly of his own clansmen and 
dependants. Being there joined by Baillic 
and Urrie, with a very considerable army 
of regular forces,, he prepared to march in* 
to Argyleshire, and chastise the iqvader oi 
his paternal territories. 

But Montrose, while these two formi* 
dable armies were forming a juoctioOi bad 
been recalled from that ravaged country 
by the approach of a tliird, collected in 
the north under the Earl- of Seafortb, wha, 
after some hesitation, having embraced the 
side of the Covenanters, had now, with the 
assistance of the. veteran garrison^of lover' 
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ness, formed a considerable army, with 
which he threatened Montrose from Invet* 
ness-shire. Inclosed in a wasted and un* 
friendly country, and menaced on each 
side by advancing enemies of superior force, 
it might have been supposed that Mon- 
trose's destruction was certain. But these 
were precisely the circumstances under 
which the active and enterprising genius of 
the Great Marquis was calculated to excite- 
the wonder and admiration of friends, the*' 
astonishment and terror of his enemies. As 
if bymagiCj he collected his scattered forces- 
from the wasteful occupation in which they? 
had been engaged ; and scarce were they 
again united, ere Argyle and his associate 
generals- were informed, that the royalistS' 
had suddenly disappeared from Argyle« 
shire, and retreated northwards among the 
dusky and impenetrable mountains of Loch- 
aber. 

The sagacity of the generals opposed to 
Montrose, immediately conjectured, that it 
was the pur{>ose of their active antagonisir 
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to fight witb» and» if possible, to destfoj 
Seaforth, ere tliey could come to bis assist* 
asce. This occasioned a corresponding 
change in their operations. Learing this 
chieftain to make the best defence he 
could, Urrie and BaiUie again separated 
their forces from those of Argyie, and ha* 
▼ing chiefly horse and Lowland troops un- 
der their, commandi they kept the south* 
em side of the Grampian ridge, moving 
along eastward into the county of Angus^ 
resolving from thence to proceed into 
Aberdeenshire, in order to intercept M^yn^ 
trose, if he should attempt to escape in that 
direction. 

Argyle, with his own levies and other 
trodps, undertook to follow Montrose's 
march ; so that in case he should come to 
action either with Seaforth, or with Baillie 
and Urrie, he might be placed between two 
fires by this third army, whichi at a secure 
distance, was to hang upon his rear. 

For this pnrpoae Argyle once more mo- 
ved towards Inverara, having an opportH* 
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fdtjf at every step, to deplore the severities 
which the hostile clans had exercised on 
his dependants and country. Whatever 
iioble qualities the Highlanders possessed, 
and they had many, clemency in treating 
a hostile country was not of the number ; 
but even the ravages of hostile troops com- 
bined to swell the number of Argyle's fol- 
lowers. It is still a Highland proverb. He 
whose house isbumt must become a soldier ; 
and hundreds of the inhabitants of these 
unfortunate valleys bad now no means of 
maintenance, save by exercising upon 
others the severities they had themselvcts 
sustained, and no future project of hap- 
piness, excepting in the gratification orre* 
venge. His bands were, therefore, aug- 
mented by the very circumstances which 
had desolated his country, and Argyle 
soon found himself at the head of three 
thousand determined men, distinguishe4 
for activity and courage, and commanded 
by gentlemen of his own name, who yield- 
ed to nene in those qualities. Under hisii 
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selfi he conferred the principal comittifiid 
upon Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvobrj 
^and another Sir Duncan Campbell of Auch- 
enbrecky an experienced and veteran sol- 
dier, whom he had recalled from the wars 
of Ireland for this purpose. The cold spirit 
of Argyle himself, however, clogged the 
military councils of his more intrepid as- 
sistants, and it was resolved, notwithstand- 
'ing their increased force, to observe the 
-same plan of operations, and fo follow 
Montrose cautiously, in whatever direction 
he should march, north-eastward, avoiding 
an engagement until an opportunity should 
occur of falling upon the Marquis's rear, 
while he should be engaged with another 
enemy in front 
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CHAPTER X. 

Piobrachet au Donuil-dliu^ 
- " Fiobrachet au Donuil^ 
' Piobracbifet agas spreittach 
Feacht an Innerlocby. 

Tbe war-ttt&e of Doiudd tbe Black, 
Tbe war-tune of Blade Donald, 
Tbe pipes and tbe banner 
Are up in tbe rendezvous of Inverlocbf . 

"The military 'road connecting the chain 
of forts, as it is called, and running in the 
general line of the present Caledonian ca- 
nal, has now completely opened the great 
glen, or chasm, extending almost across 
the whole island, once doubtless filled by 
the sea, and still affording basins 'for that 
^long^line of lakes, by means of which mo- 
^dern art has united the German and At- 
lantic Oceans. The palhs or tracts by 
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which the natives traversed this extemlve 
valley, were, in 1645^, in the same situa- 
tion as when they awaked the strain of an 
Irish engineer officer, who had been em- 
ployed in converting them into practicable 
military roads, and whose poem begins, 
attd« for aught I know, ends, as follows :— 

'^ Had yoa Init leen these roads befiire Xbej irw 

made. 
Ton would have held op yoor handa and bliMed 

Generd Wade." 

But, bad as the ordinary paths were, Mon- 
trose avoided them, and led his armyi 
like a herd of wild deer, from .mountain 
to mountain, and from forest to forest, 
where his enemies could learn nothing of 
his motions, while he acquired the most 
perfect knowledge respecting theirs from 
the friendly clans of Cameron and McDon- 
nell, whose mountainous districts he now 
traversed. Strict orders had been given 
that Argyle's advance should be watchedi 
and that all intelligence respecting his ino- 

1% 
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tions should be commanicated instantly to 
the General bimself. 

It was a moonlight night, and Montrose, 
worn oat by the fatigues of the day, was 
laid down to sleep in a miserable shieling* 
fie bad only slumbered two hours, when 
some one touched his shoulder. He look- 
ed up, and, hy the stately form and deep 
voice, easily recognited the Chief of the 
Camerons. 

^^ I have news for you," said that leader, 
^* which it is worth while to arise and listen 
to*- 

** M'llduy can bring no other," «aid 
Montrose, addressing the Chief by his pa- 
tronymic titl^-i-** are they good or bad ?" 

*^ As you may take them," said the 
Chieftain. 

** Are they certain ?" 

** Yes," answered M^Ilduy, " or another 
messengershould have brought them. Know 
that, tired with the task imposed upon me 
of accompanying that unhappy Dalgetty 

VOL. IV. K 
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and his handful of horse, who detained me 
for hours on the march at the pace of a 
crippled badger, I made a stretch of four 
miles with six of my people in the direc- 
tion of Inverlocby, and there met with Ian 
of Glenroy, who had been out for intelli- 
gence. Argyll is moving upon Iiiver- 
lochy with three thousand chosen meoi 
commanded by the flower of the sqns of 
Diarmid.— -These are my news-^-^they arc 
certain--i.it is for you to construe their 
purport." 

'* Their purport must be good/' answer- 
ed Montrose, readily and cheerfully ; " the 
voice of M*Ilduy is ever pleasant in the 
ears of Montrose, and most pleasant when 
it speaks of some brave enterprize at hand 
— What are our musters ?" 

He then called for light, and easily as- 
certained, that a great part of his followers 
having, as usual, dispersed to secure their 
booty, he had. not with him above twelve 
or fourteen hundred men# 
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<* No t much above a third," said Mon- 
trose» pausing, << of Argyle's force, and 
Highlanders opposed to Highlanders.— 
With the blessing of God upon the royal 
cause, I would not hesitate were the odds, 
but one to two." 

*^ Then do not hesitate," said Cameron ; 
^* for, whea your trumpets shall sound to 
attack M^ Galium More, not a man of those 
glens will remain deaf to the summons* 
Glengary — Keppoch — I myself— would de- 
stroy, with fire and sword, the wretch who 
should remain behind under any pretence 
whatsoever. Tq-morrow, or the next day, 
shall be a day of battle to all who bear the 
name of McDonnell or Cameron, whatever 
be the event" 

'^ It is gallantly said, my noble friend," 
said Montrose, grasping his hand, ** and I 
were worse than a. coward did I not do 
justice to such followers, by entertaining 
the most indubitable hopes of success. We 
will turn back on this M'Callum Mere, who. 
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follows US like a raven to devour the reBcs 
df our army, should we meet braver men 
who may be able to break its strength! 
Let the Chiefs and leaders be called tog^ 
t1ier as quickly as possible ; and you, wbo 
liave brought us the first news of this joy- 
ful event, — ^for such it shall bet^ — you shall 
bring It to a joyful issue, by guiding us the 
best and nearest road against our enemy.^ 

« That will I willingly do," said M*Ii- 
duy } ^ if I "have shewn you paths by which 
^o retreat through these dusky wilds, with 
far more readiness will I teach you bow to 
advance against your enemy .^* 

A general bustle now prevailed, and the 
leaders were every where startled from the 
rude couches on which they had sought 
temporary repose. 

** I never thought,** said Major Dalget- 
*ty, when summoned up from a handful 
of rugged heather roots, ^* to have parted 
^om a bed as hard as a stable broom with 
such bad will ; but indubitably, having but 
one man of militarj es:perience in his armfj 
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Excellency the Marquis may be vindi* 
cated in putting him upon hard duty." 

So saying, he repaired to- the council^ 
ivhere,. notwithstanding his pedantry, Mon- 
trose seemed always to listen to him with 
considerable attention y. partly because the 
Major really possessed military knowledge 
and experience, andoften made suggestions 
which werefound of advantage, and par dy 
because it relieved the general from the 
necessity of deferring entirely to the opi- 
nion of the Highland Chie6, and gave him 
additional ground for disputing it when it 
was not agreeable to his own* On the pre* 
sent occasion, Dalgetty joyfully acquiesced 
in the proposal of marching back and con- 
fronting Argyle,. which he compared to the 
i^aliant resolution of the great Gustavus, 
who nffived against the Duke of Bavaria, 
and enriched his troops by the plunder of 
that rich country, although menaced from 
the northward by the large army which 
Wallenstein had assembled in Bohemia^. 
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The Chiefe of Glengary, Keppoch, aid 
Lochiel, whose clans, equal in courage and 
military fame to any in the Highlands, lay 
within the neighbourhood of the scefie rf 
action, dispatched the fiery cross tfarongh 
their vassals, to summon every one who 
could bear arms to meet the King's Lieu- 
tenant, and to join the standards of their 
respective chiefs as they marched towards 
Inverlochy. As the order was emphati- 
cally given, it was speedily and mlAittg\y 
obeyed* Their natural love of war, their 
zeal for the royal cause,-^ft>r they viewed 
tiie King in the light of a chief whom his 
clansmen had deserted,-^as well as theit 
implicit obedience to their own patriarcH 
drew in to Montrose*s army not only all 
in the neighbourhood who were aWc to 
bear arms, but some who, in age at least, 
might have been esteemed past the use of 
them. During the next day's march, wHieb, 
being directed straight through the iftioufl- 
tains of Lochabcr, was unsuspected by the 
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enemy, his forces were augmented by hand, 
fulls of men issuing from each glen, and ran. 
ging themselves under the banners of their 
respective Chiefs. This was a circumstance 
highly inspiriting to the rest of the army, 
wh0| by the time they approached the ene- 
tny, found their strength increased consiv 
derably more thain one-fourth, as had been 
prophesied by the valiant leader of the 
CameroAs; 

While Montrose executed this counter- 
march, Argyll had, at the head of his gal- 
lant army, advanced up the southern side 
of Ix>ch-£il, atid reached the river Lochy, 
which combines that lake with Loch-Lochy. 
The ancient Castle of Inverlochy, once, as 
it is said, a royal fortress, and still, although 
dismantled, a place of some strength and 
Consideration, pfifered convenient head- 
quarters, and there was ample room for 
Argyle's army to encamp around him in 
the valley, where the Lochy joins Loch- 
£ii Several barges had attended, loaded 
with provisions, so that they were in every 
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respeict as well accommodated as such aa 
army wished or expected to be. The Mar& 
quisy in council with Auchenbreck and 
ArdenvofaFt expressed his full confidenoe 
that Montrose was now on the brii^ of de* 
struction ; that his troops must gradually 
diminish as he moved eastward through 
such uncouth paths ; that if he went east- 
ward, he must encounter Urrie and Bail 
lie ; if northward, fall into the hands of 
Seaforth i or should he chuse any halting 
place, he would expose himself to be at- 
tacked by three armies at once. 

« I cannot rejoice in the prospect, my 
lord," said Auchenbreck, " that James 
Graham will be crushed with little assist 
ance of ours. He has left a heavy account 
in Argyleshire against him, and I long to 
reckon with him drop of blood for drop of 
blood. I love not the payment of such 
debts by third hands." 

« You are too scrupulous," said Argyle } 
•< what signifies by whose hands the blood 
of the Grahams is spilt ?— It is time that of 
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the sons of Diarmid should cease to flow. 
What say you, Ardeiivohr ?• 

" I say, my lord," replied Sir Duncan, 
^ thai I think Auchenbreck will be grati- 
iiedy and will himself have a personal op- 
portunity of settling accounts with Mon- 
trose for his depredations. Reports have 
reached our outposts that the Camerons are 
assembling on the skirts of Ben-Nevis > this 
must be to join the advance of Montrose, 
and not to cover his retreat." 

** It must be some scheme of haras^ng 
and depredation," said Argyle, ** devised 
by the inveterate malignity of M*Ilduy, 
which he terms loyalty* They can intend 
no more than an attack on our outposts, 
er some annoyance to to-morrow's march." 

** I have sent out scouts," said Sir Dun- 
tan, << in every direction, to procure inteL 
ligence; and we must soon heac whether 
^ey really do assemble, any force, upon 
what pointy or with what purpose." 

It was late ere any tidings were recei^ 

1^9^ 
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▼ed ; but when tbe moon had ariieii^ t 
considerable bustle in the camp, and a 
noise lamediately after heard in the castle, 
announced ttie arrival of important intelli- 
gence. Of the scouts first dispersed by Aiu 
denvqhr, some had retomed without being 
aMe to collect anythtng, save uncertain m^ 
mours concerning movements in the coun- 
try of the Camerons« It seemed as if tbe 
skirts of Ben-Nievk were sending forth tfaoie 
unaccountable and portentous sounds wA 
which they sometimes announce the near 
arrival of a storm. Others^ whose zeal car- 
ried them farther. upon their missioni were 
entrapped and slaiut or made prisoner^ i^ 
the inhabitants of tbe fastnesses into whicii 
they endeavoured to penetrate. At lengdh 
on the rapid advance of Montrose's army) 
his advanced guard and the outposts (^ 
Argyle became aware of each otherli pre- 
sence, and after elchanging a few musket- 
shots and arrows, fell back to their respe& 
tive main bodies, to convey ihiteUigMice 
and receive orders. 8 
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Sir Duncan CatnpbeU, and Auchenbreclr, 
infttandy threw themselves on hQrseback9 
in order to visit the state of the outposts { 
imd the Marquis of Ai^yle maintained his 
ehm^ter of commander-in-chief with re- 
putation« by making a respectablie arrange- 
ment 6f his forces in the plaini as it was 
evident that they might now expect a night 
alartaiy or an attack in the morning at far* 
thest. Montrose had kept ^ his forces so 
cautiously within the defiles of the nioun# 

• 

tain, that no efibrt which Auchenbreck or 
Ardenvohr thought it prudent to attempt, 
could ascertain his probable strength. 
They were aware, however, that, at the ut- 
most computation, it must be inferior to 
their own, and they returned to Argyle to 
inform him of the amcmnt of their observa- 
tions; trat that nobleman refused to be- 
lieve tiiat Montrose conid bt in presence 
himself. He said^ *' It was a. madness, of 
which even J^es Graham, in his height of 
presumptuous phrenzy, was incapable ; and 
he doubted not that their march was only 
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impeded by their ancient enemies, Glenco, 
Keppoch, and Glengary ; and perhaps M'- 
Vourigh^ with his M^PhersonSi might have 
assembled a force, which he knew must be 
greatlj inferior in numbers to his own, and 
whom» theref<Nre, he doubted not to dis- 
perse by force, or by terms of capitulation.^ 

The spirit of Argyle's followers was hlgh^ 
breathing vengeance for the disasters which 
their country had so lately undergone ; and 
the night passed in anxious hopes that the 
morning might dawn upon their vengeance^ 
The outposti^ of either army kept a careful 
watch, and the soldiers of Argyle slept ia 
the order of battle which they were next to 
occupy. 

A pale dawn had source begun ta tinge 
the tops of these immense mountains, when 
the leaden of both armies prepared for the 
business of the day. It was the second ef 
February, 1645-6. The clansmen of Argyle 
were arranged in two lines, not far from 
the angle between the river and the lake> 
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and made an appearance equally resolute 
and formidable^ Auchenbreck would wil- 
lingly have commenced the battle by an 
attack on the out-posts of the enemy^ but 
ArgylCf with more cautious policy^ pre&r^- 
red receiving to making the onset. Signals 
were soon heard, that they would not long 
wait for it in vain. The Campbells could 
distinguish^ in the gorge of the mountains^ 
the war«tunes of various clans as they ad^ 
vanced to the onset. That of the Came- 
rons, which bears the ominous words, ad- 
dressed to the wolves and ravens, " Come 
to me, and I will give you flesh," was loud- 
ly re-echoed from their native glens. In the 
language of the Highland bards, the war 
voice of Giengary was not silent ; and (he 
gathering tunes of other tribes could be 
plainly distinguished, as they successivdj 
came up to the extremity of the passes 
from which they were to descend into the 
plain. 
^^ You see,*^ said Argyle to his kinsmen, 
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^« it is as I said) we have only to deal with 
t>uir neighbours ; James Graham has not 
ventured to shew us his banner*** 

At this moment there resounded from the 
gorge of the pass a lively flourish of trump- 
€ts« in that note with which it was the am 
cient Scottish fashion tp salute the royal 
atandard. 

** You may hear, my Iwd, the sigaair 
Mid Sir Diincan Campbell, ^ that he who 
pretends to be the King's Lieutenanii must 
be in person among these men.** 

<< And has probably horse with him,' 
•aid Auchenbreck, *^ which I could not 
hax'e anticipated. But shall we look pale 
^r that, my lord, when we have foes Ui 
fight, and wrongs to revenge V* 

Argyte was silent, and looked upon his 
arm, which hung in a sash, owing tp a fall 
which he had . sustained in a precedisg 
march. 

«* It is true,** interrupted Ardenvohr, 
eagerly j «• my Lord of Argyle, you are dis- 
abled from using either sword or pistol} 
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you nmM; retkeon bosrd the galley fiH-your 
life is precious to us s^s a head^-^ycoir baud 
cannot be usefiil to us as a soldier*^' 

^^ No/' said Afgyle^ pride contending 
with irresoiutioii» ** it adiaU never be said 
that I fled before Montrose ; if I cannot 
%ht, I will at kast die in the midst of my 
children.'* 

Several other principal chiefs of the 

Campbells, with one voice, conjured and 

-obtested their chieftain to leave them for 

that day to the leading of Ardenvohr and 

Auchenbreck, and to behold the conflict 

from a distance and in safety.*--We dare 

not Btigmatiaae Arg^e with poltroonery 

^-^^or, l&ough his life was marked by no 

action of bravery, yet be behaved w^ so 

•much composure and dignity in the final 

and closing scene, that his conduct upon 

tile present and similar occasions, should be 

-xather imputed to indecision than to want 

' of courage. But when the small still voice 

witUii a man^ own breast, which telh faiisi 
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that his life is of consequence to himself, is 
seconded by that of numbers around bim, 
who assure him that it i» of equal advantage 
to the pttblicy history affords many exam- 
ples of men more habitually daring than 
Argyle, who have consisted self-preserva- 
tion when the temptations to it were so 
powerfully increased. 

^< See him on board, if you will^ Sir Dun- 
can," said Auchenbreck to his kinsman^ ^' I 
must prevent this spirit from spreading fur- 
ther among us.'' 

So saying, he threw himself among the 
nmks, entreating, commanding, and conju- 
nng the soldiers, to remember dieir ancient 
lame and their present superiority; ]tbe 
wrongs they had to revenge, if succesafuli 
and the fate they had to dread, if vanquish- 
ed ; and imparting to every bosbni' a poi- 
tion of the fire which glowedr in his owd. 
Slowly, meanwhile,, and apparently with te- 
luctance, Argyle suffered himself to. be 
fbrced by his officious kinsmen to the 
verge of the lake, and was transported oh 
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board of a galley» from the deck of which 
he surveyed with inore safety than credit 
the scene, which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardeavohr>.nat* 
withstanding the urgency of the occasion^^ 
stood with his eyes, rivetted on the boat 
which bore his chieftain from the field of 
battle. There were feelings in his bosom 
which could not be expressed'; for the cha- 
racter of a chief was that of a father, and 
the heart of a clansman durst not dwell 
upon his failings with critical severity^ a» 
upon those of other men. Argyle, too,. 
harsh ^and severe to others, was generout 
snd liberal among his kinsmen, and the 
noble heart of Axdenvohr was wrung with 
bitter angpish, when he reflected, to what 
interpretation his present conduct might 
subject him. 

** It is better it should be so," said he to 

himself, devouring his own emotion j " but 

o f his line of a hundred sires, I know 

not one who would have retired while the 

banner of Diarmid waved in the wind H' 
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A loud shout now compelled him to turn, 
and to hasten with all dispatch to his post, 
which was on the right flank of Argyle's 
little army. 

The retreat of Argyle had not passed 
unobserved by his watchful enemy, who, 
occupying the superior ground, t^ould mark 
every circumstance which passed below. 
The movement of three or four horsemen 
to the rear shewed that those who retreats 
ed were men of rank. 

" Tbey are going," said Dalgetty, ** to 
put their horses out of danger^ like prudent 
cavaliers. Yonder goes Sir Duncan Cm^. 
bell, riding a brown bay gelding, which I 
had marked for my own second charger." 

*• You are wrong. Major," said Mon- 
trose, with a bitter smile, •* they are saving 
their precious chief. — Give the signal for 
assault instantly — send the word through 
the ranks.— Gentlemen, noble Chiefs, Glen- 
gary, Keppoch, M*Vourigh, upon them in- 
stantly !— Ride to M'lldUy, Major Dalgetty, 
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and tell him to charge, as he loves Locha- 
ber — return and bring our handful of horae 
to my standard* They shall be placed with 
the Irish as a reserve," 
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CHAPTER XL 



Ai meet! a rock « thooiand wBjn, lo Iniifkil met Loch* 
lin. Offuy* 



The trumpeUk and bag-^ipep^ those cla- 
morous harbingers of blood and death, at 
once united in the signal for onset, which 
was replied to by the cry of more than two 
thousand warriors, and the echoes of the 
mountain glens behind them. Divided into 
three bodies, or columns, the Highland 
followers of Montrose poured from the de- 
files which had hitherto concealed them 
from their enemies, and rushed with the 
utmost determination upon the Campbells, 
who waited their charge with the greatest 



▲ ^LEGEND 0F MOMTROflE. 387 

"firmness. Behind these charging columns 
marched in line the Irish, -under Colkitto, 
intended to form the reserve. With them 
was the royal standard, and Montrose him- 
self ; and on the flanks were about fifty 
horse, under Dalgetty, which by wonder- 
ful exertions had been kept in some sort 
fit for service. 

The right column of royalists was led 
by Glengary, the left by Lochiel, and the 
centre by the Earl of Menteith, who pre- 
ferred fighting OB foot in a Highland dress 
to remaining with the ^cavalry. 

The Highlanders poured cm with the 
proverbial fury of their country, firing 
their guns, and discharging their arrows, 
at a little distance from the enemy, who 
leceived the assault with the most deter- 
mined gallantry. Better provided with 
musquetry than their enemies, stationary 
also, and therefore taking ihe more deci- 
sive aim, the fire of Argyle's followers was 
more destructive than that which they sus^ 
toined. The dans, perceiving this, rushed 
to close quarters, and succeeded on two 
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points in throwing their enemies into dis- 
order. With regular troops this must have 
achieved a viotory ; but here Highlanders 
were opposed to Highlandorsy aad the na- 
ture of the weapons^ as. wieU as the agilily 
of those who widkled tfaemy was equal oa 
both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly dop^ate; 
and the clash of the swords* and ase$» as 
they encountered each other, or rung upon 
the targets, was mingled with the short, 
wild, animating shrieks with which H^h- 
landers accompany violent exertion of any 
kind. Many of the foes opposed were per- 
sonally acquainted, and sought to match 
themselves with each other from motives 
of hatred, or a more generous eonilation 
of valour. Neither party would retreat 
an inch, while the place of those who 
fell (and they fell fast on both sides) was 
eagerly siipplied by others, who throi^^d 
to the front of danger. A stean^ like 
that which arises from a seething caldron, 
rose into the thin, cold^ frosty air, and ho- 
vered above the cotnbatants. 
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So stood the fight on the right and the 
centre, with no immediate consequence, 
except mutal wounds and death. 

On the right of tiie Campbells, the 
Knight of Ardenvohr obtained some ad« 
vantage, through his military skill and by 
strength of numbers. He had moved for- 
ward obliquely the extreme flank of his line 
at the instant the Royalists were about to 
close, so that they sustained a fire at once on 
front and in flank, and, despite the utmost 
efibrts of their leader, were thrown into 
some confusion* At this instant, Sir Dun- 
can Campbell gave the word to charge, and 
thus unexpectedly made the attack at the 
very moment he seemed about to receive 
it. Such a change of circumstances is al- 
ways discouraging, and often fataL But 
the disorder was remedied by the advance 
of the Irish reserve, whose heavy and sus- 
tained fire compelled the Knight of Ar- 
dehvohr to forego his advantage, and con* 
tent himself with repulsing his enemy* The 
Marquis in the meanwhile, availing himself 
of some scattered birch trees, as well as of 
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the smoke produced by fhe dose fire of the 
Irish musquetry, whidi concealed the ope- 
ration, called upon Dalgetty to follow him 
with the horse» and wheeling round so as 
to gain the right flank and even die rear oi 
tiie enemy» he commanded his six trumpets 
to sound the charge. The clang of t\^ c»> 
yalry trumpetB» and the noise of liie gallop- 
ing of the horse, produced an effect upon 
Argyle's right wing which no other sounds 
eould have impressed them with* The 
mountaineers of that period had a super- 
stitious dread of the war-horse, like that 
entertained by the Peruvians, and had 
many strange ideas respecting the manner 
in which that animal was trained to com^alU 
When, therefore, they found thetr ranks 
vnexp^ctedly broken, and that the objects 
of their greatest terror were suddenly in 
the midst of them, the panic, in spite of 
Sir Duncan's attempts to stop M^, became 
universal. Indeed, the figure of Majw 
DalgQtty alone, sheathed in impenetrable 
«rmour, and^qaking bis horse caracole and 
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bound, 00 aft to give weight to every blow 
which he struck, would have been a novel- 
ty in itself sufficient to terrify those who 
had never seen anything more nearly re- 
sembling such a cavalier, than a ^heUff wad- 
dling under a Highlander far bigger than 
itself* The repulsed Royalists returned to 
the charge ; the Irish, keeping their ranks, 
makitained a fire equally close and destruc- 
tive. There was no sustaining the fight 
longer* Argyle*s followers began to .break 
and fly, most towards the lake, the renmin- 
der in different directions. The defeat of 
the right wing, of itself decisive, was reup 
dered irreparable by the death of Auchen- 
breck, who fell while endeavouring to re- 
itore order. 

Tlie Knight of Ardenvohr, with two or 
three hundred men, all gentlemen of de^ 
scent and distinguished gallantry, e^dea- 
voured„ with unavailing heroism, to covec^ 
the tumultuary retreat of the common file. 
Their resolution only proved fatal to tbem- 

VOL. IV. jL 
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sdves, as thej were charged again atid 
again by fresh adversaries, and forced se- 
parate from each other, until at length their 
kim seemed only to be to purchase an ho- 
nourable death by resisting to fiie very 
last. 

^ Oood quarteri Sir Duncan,** called out 
Major Dalgetty^ when he discovered his 
late host, with one or two others, defend- 
ing himself against several Highlanders; 
and, to enforce his offer, he rode up-to him 
with his sword uplifted. Sir Duncan's re- 
ply was the discharge of a reserved pistol, 
which took effect net on the person of 
the rider, but on that of his gallant horse, 
whidi, shot through the heart, fell dead 
under him. Ranald MacEagh, who wss 
one of ihose who had been pressing Sir 
Duncan hard, took the opportunity to cut 
him down with his broad-sword, as he turn- 
ed from him in the act of firing the pistol. 

Allan M'Aulay came up at this moittent. 
Ttiey were, excepting JSLmald, fiiUowert of 



▲ I^BO^TD W MONTKOSX. 24S 

lis brother who were engaged on that part 
of the field. «< Villains !" he said» '< irhioh 
of you has dared to do this, when it was my 
positive order that the Knight of Arden* 
vohr should be taken alive ?'' 

Haifa-dozen of busy hands, which were 
emulously employed in. plundering the fall- 
en Knight, whose ai^ms aiid accoutrements 
were of a magnificence befitting his quality, 
instantly forebore the occupation, and half 
the nuniber of voices exculpated them- 
selves, by laying the blame on the Skye- 
man, as they called Ranald MacEagh* 

*< Dog of an Islander !" said Allan, for- 
getting, ia his wrath, their prophetic bro- 
therhood, ^'follow the chace, and h$^rm 
iiim no farther, unless you mean to die by 
my band." They were at this moment left 
almost ak>oe ; for Allan's threats had forced 
bis own clan from the spot, and aU around 
had pressed onwards towards the lake, car- 
ryiug before them noi^, terror, and coofu* 
sioor ^^ leaviog behind only the dei4 and 
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dying. The moment was tenpti^^to Mac- 
Eftgh^s vengefal spirit.~-<« That I should 
die by your hand, red as it is wiUi the blood 
of my kindred 9" said he, answering the 
threat of Allan in a tone as menacmg t& 
his own, ^< is not more likely than that you 
should fall by mine.'' With that, he stnick 
at M'Aulay with suoh unexpected csadi- 
ness, that he had scarce time to intercept 
the blow with his target. 

<< Villain !'' said AUan^ in astonishmenti 
** what means this ?*' 

« I am Ranald of the Mist," answered tbe 
Islesman, repeating the bio w ; and, with that 
word, they engaged in close and furious 
conflict. It seemed to be decreed, that in 
Allan M<Aulay had arisen the avenger of 
his motberls wrongs upon this wild tribe, 
as was proved by the issue of the present) 
as well as of former combttts. After ex- 
changing a few blows, Ranald MacEagh*^ 
prortrated by a deep wound 00 the skull; 
and M< Aulay, setting his foot on him, was 
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about tovpatis the broad-sword through his 
hoAy, whea the point of the weapon was 
struck up by a third partj^, who suddenly 
interposed. This was no other than Major 
Dalgetty, wboj stunned by the fall, and en- 
cumbered by the dead body of his horse^ 
had now recovered his legs and his under- 
standii^. << Hold up your sword/' said he 
to M^Auby, <^ and prejudice this person 
no farther^ in respect that he is here in my 
safe conduct, and in his Excellency's ser- 
vice; and in regard that no hdnpurable 
cavalier is at liberty» by the law martial, to 
avenge hia own private injuries, Jlagrant§ 
lf§Uoi mvk0 mB0u8 flagrante praUoJ* 

^ Fool !" said Allan, *< stand a3ide, and 
(tece not to come between the tiger and his 






9ut, fkr from quitting his point, Dajgetty 
Stept aorow the fallen body oS MacEagb, and 
gave AUai> to understand, that if he call- 
«4i ^m«slf a tiger, he was likely, at pre-^ 
l«g^ to.^od 1^ lj(» in hJ4 path* There re^ 
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quired no more than the gesture and tone 
of defiance to turn the whole rage of the 
military Seer against the person whq wai 
opposing the course of his vengeance, and 
blows were instantly exchanged without 
farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Allan andMacEaghhad 
been unnoticed by the straggters around, 
for the person of the latter was known to 
few of Montrose's followers ; but the scuffle 
betwixt Dalgetty and him, both so well 
known, attracted instant attention; and 
fortunately, among others, that of Montrose 
himself, who had come for the purpose of 
gatherings together his small body of horse^ 
and following the pursuit down Loch-Eil* 
Aware of the fatal consequences of dissen- 
sion in his little army, he pushed his horse 
up to the spot, and seeing MacEagh on the 
ground, and Dalgetty in the attitude, of 
protecting him against M^Aulay, his quick 
apprehension instantly caught the cauit 
of quarrel, and as instantly devised matt* 
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to; stop it <^ For shame,'' he said, *^ gentle- 
men cavaliers, brawling together in so glo«- 
Fiouaa field of victory ! — Are you mad ? Or 
stte you intoxicated with the glory which 
you have both this day gained ?" 

*^ It is not my fault, so please your Ex- 
celkiicy," said Dalgetty. ** I have been 
known a hom^s sociusj a ban camaradoy in 
aU Hie services of Europe;, but he that 
touches a roan under my safeguard"-— — - 
<' And he," said Allap, speaking at the 
same time^ '* who dares to bar the course 
of my just vengeance*'— 

^^ For shame, gentlemen," again repeat^ 
ed Montrose ; ^Vl have other business for 
you both, — business of deeper import^ 
ance than any private quarrel, which you 
may easily find a more fitting time to^ettle. 
For you, Major Dalgetty, kneeldowa.'' 

•< Kneel !" said Dalgetty j <« I have n6t 
learned to obey that word of command, 
a^nng when it is given from the pulpit, la 
tfae Swedish discipline^, the front-rank do 
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indeed kneel, but only wbe& the s^iiiiBt 
it drawn up six file deep." 

^ Nevertheless,'' repeated Montrose,*-* 
<* kneel down, in the name of King Gbaiki 
and of his representative*" 

When I>algettyreluctantl7obejred,MoH- 

trose struck him slightly on the neck' with 
the flat of his sword, saying,*—** In reward 
of the gallant service of this day^ and iathe 
name and authority of our sovereign. King 
Charles, I dub thee knight ; be brave, loyal, 
and fortunate. And now. Sir Dugald Dak 
getty, to your duty* Collect what horse* 
men you can, and pursue sudi of the ene- 
my as are flying down the side of the Lake. 
Do not disperse your force, nor venture 
too far } but take heed to prevent tibeir 
rallying, which very little exertion may do* 
Mount then. Sir Dugald, and do your 

duty," 

<< But what shall I mount T said theneii- 
made chevalier. <' Poor Gustavus deqps 
in the bed of hoBOor, like httrimmoctal 



;e ! Md I «8r fBad« a koigiiti t ri- 
dei2# Aft'the High Dutch have it, just whea 
I havenot a horse left to ride.upoQ." 

^^ That shall pot be saic)/' answered Moii^ 
trosa^ diflinauating ; ^ I make you a pre* 
aettt i>f my own, which ha9 been thought a 
good. one ; only foray, you, resume the duty 
you .diadbaf ge so well." 
. With maDy ackpowlt9dgments» Sir Du- 
gdd* a^Qtttnted the steed so liberfilly : be- 
stowed upon him; and only beseeching bis 
£xeeU(anpy to remember that MacE^gh was 
under hid safe eonduct^ immediately began 
to exeeute the orders assigned to him^, with 
gnat aoal and al^ty. 
. «< And you, Allan M^AuUy," said Mon- 
trosey addressing the Highlander, who, 
kaniog hiSf sword-point ^on the ground,. 
iiad cegatded the ceremony of his antago- 
osst^. knighthood vrith a sneer of sullen 
4tx>rxi^«^^^ you, who are superior to the or* 
dinary. men led by the paltry motives of 
phinder^ and pay^ aad,p.ec8C^al distinctipi), . 



-—yBiit whose deep knowlfedge-rendm jmr 
so valuable a counsellor^^s itj^mdioin £ 
find striving with a man like IMgetty, foe 
tli€ privilege of trampling the irenudns of 
Ufe out of so eontemptible an 6nemy «iliet; 
tliere 1> Come^ my friend^ I have other 
work for you. This vietory^ skilftdly io. 
proved^ wiH win Seaforth to our party. It 
i) not disloyalty, but despair of the good 
cause, that has induced htm to take armi 
against us. These arms, ib thi# moment > of 
better augury, he may be brought to unite 
with ours. I send my gallant friend, Colo- 
nel Hay, to him, firom^ thia very field of 
battle, but he must b& umted^n-ooaunkh 
sion with a Hfghknd gendeman of rankt 
befitting that of Seaferth, and of talents 
and of inftuence sueh as may make an iosp 
pression upon him« You are not only in 
every respectr the fittest fbr^ this moat io^ 
pMtant mission, but, having no. immediate 
command^ your presence may. be mote 
easly spared than that of a Chief wlio^j 



MlowJogiA in the field. You know every^* 
pus and glen in the HighUndsy . US well as 
tii^ manners ^ and customs of every tribe. 
Go therefore to Hay^ on the right wing i . 
be has instructions^ and expects you# You 
will find him with Glenmorrison's men $ 
Be his guidoi his interpreter, and his coL« 
league.*" 

AUan *M^ Aulay bent on the Marquis a* 
dark and j[>enetrating glance» as if to ascer* 
tain whether this suddea^ mission was not 
eonfenred for^some latent and unexplained ^ 
purppse. But Montrosei dulful in searching, 
the motives of others» was an equal adept in 
Mncealiqg his own. He considered it as 
of the last consequence, in this moment of 
enthusiasm and exalted passion^ to remove 
Allan firom the camp^for a few^ays, that 
he might {>royide»' as his honour reqi^red, . 
for the^safety of those who had acted as his ^ 
guides, .when he trusted the Seer's quarrel 
with Dalg^ty might be eamly made up^. 
AUani at partingi.only recommended to tbe^ 



Mdrquis the eve of Sir DanMa Gni|MI^ 
whom Mootoose tnstutljr directai td^ be 
^onv^yed to a place of uSbty. He Mok 
the same pitoautioii fiir IIacEigb^xiot»oiit* 
ting the ktter^ however, to a- {Maty ef'the 
Irisbi with directioBS that he ^houkl be t^ 
ken care of, but that no Highlaiider, of asy 
clan, should have access to him. 

The Marquis theo ttoanted a'led'hme, 
which was held by one of bis attefndifets^ 
and rode on to view the scene of his vic- 
tory, which was more decisive than even 
his ardent hopes had anticipated. Of:Ar» 
gyle^s g^lant army of three thcmsand flrtUi 
folly one-half fell in the battle, or in tbe 
ftfgfat They had been chiefty driVeii b^ 
upon that part dT the plain where l^riftf 
forms an angle witb die lake, so liiat tiM^ 
was no free opening either fi>r jcettaat e^ 
eitcape. Several hundreds were foreed into 
the lake and drowned. Of the suffivm 
one-h^ escaped by swimmhig'^ 



river^ 0fr by «i early fl%ht akmg €he left 
faenk of &e lake* The remiifider tloeir 
tliemselves into the clkd Gaatle of laveiw 
lochy ; bat being without either provisions 
or hopes t>f relief, they were obliged to sur- 
render, on condition of being suffered to 
return to their homes in peace. Arms, 
ammunition, standards, and baggage, all 
became the prey of the eonquerors. 

This was the greatest disaster that ever 
befell the race of Diarmid, as the Camp* 
bells were called in the Highlands i it 
being generally remarked that they were as 
fortunate in the issue of their undertakings, 
as they were sagacious in planning, and 
courageous in executing them. Of the num- 
ber slain, nearly five hundred were dunni- 
wassels, or gentlemen claiming descent 
from known and respected houses. And, 
in the opinion of many of the clan, even 
this heavy loss was exceeded by the dis^ 
gratee arising from the inglorious conduct 
of their Chie^ whose galley weighed anchor 
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iriieiithe dny wis lost, and sailed down the 
hkt with all the apeed to- which sails and 
can could impel her.: 
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vCHAPTER XIL ' 

Fttint the din of battle bny'd, 

D^taat down the hollow wind ^ 
War and terror fled before, 

WouDda and death remained behind. 

Pjoraoix ' . 

MontrosbV spkadid success over bi# 
powerful rival was not attained without 
8Qcne lo3S) though not amounting to (he 
tenth of what he inflicted. The obstinate va^ 
lour of the Campbells cost the liveso£manj^ 
braive men of the opposite party; and 
more were wounded, the chief of whoiq waf 
the brave youngs Earl of Menteith, who bad 
Qoqsmanded the centre. He was but lightr 
It touched however, and«made rather, a 
gjcaceful than aLteirible appearance when$ib(^ 



presented to his general the standard of 
Argyle, which he had taken from the stand- 
ard-bearer with his own hand, and shun him 
in single combat Montrose dearly loved 
his noble kinsman, in whom there was coo- 
spicuous a flash of the generous, romantic, 
disinterested chivalry of the old heroic 
times, entirely different from the mercena* 
ly, calculating, and selfish dbiaractetr which 
the practice of entertaintng mercenary 
troops had introduced into most parts of 
Europe, jind of which degeneracy Scotland, 
who furnished soldiers of fortune for the ser- 
vice of almost every nation, had been c<Mita- 
minated with a more than usual share. Mon* 
trose; whose native spirit was congenial, al- 
though experience had taught him how to 
avail himself of the motives of others, lued 
to Menteith neither the language of praise 
nor of promise, but clasped him to his bosom 
aa he exdainied, <* My gallant kinsman T 
And by this burst of heartfelt applause 
Wat Mentettb tiiiilled with a wanner |^ of 
delight, dmn if his praises had been record* 

11 
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ed in a report of the aetion sent diracUy to 
the throne of hh sovereign* 

*< Nothing,** he said, " mj lord^ now 
seems to renoaiti in which I can render any 
assistance, permit me to look after a dutjr 
of humimity---«*the Knight of Ardenvofar, aa 
I am told, is our prisoner, and severelj 
wounded.** 

^* And vfniX he deserves to be so,** said 
Sir Dugald Dalgetty, who eame up to ihtm 
at that moment with a prodigious additiosi 
of acquired importance^ << since he shot my 
good horse at the moment that I was^oflfeiv 
ing him honourable quarter, which, I must 
needs say, was done more like an ignorant 
Highland Cateran, who has not senseenough 
to erect a sconce for the protection of his 
old hurley- house of a castle, than like a 
soldier of wortb and quality/' 

*• Are we to condole with you then^** 
said Lord Menteith, « npon the loss of the 
famed Gustayus ?** 

** Even so, my lo^dv^^ answered tbe^soldstr 
With a deep sighy *''JDftmpr ekms^>^uptm* 
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n we Mid. #t the MveKiJial College 
of Aberdeen. Better so tluin l>e smothered 
like a cadger's pon^y in soqae flow-moss^.or 
mow-wreatb} which w«s }ike to be his £it$ if 
this winter campaign laated loqger. But it 
has pleased his Sxcelle^acy (making sin in- 
clination to MontrosCf) to supply his placa 
by the gift of a noble steed, whom I havs 
taken the freedom to name \L^alfy's Me- 
wm^- in memory of (his celebrated occa* 



aioD.'' 



^ I hope*** said the Marqu^, ** you'll 
^nd Loyalty's Reward,, since you call him 
iOt practised in all the duties of the field,—: 
but I must just hint to you^^ that at thi^ 
time, in Scotland, loyalty is more frequeot* 
ly rewarded with an Mlter» than with ao 

horse." 

*< A hem ! your Excellency is pleased to 
be facetious. Loyalty's, Rawa^ is as ^ er* 
iifcct as Gustavus ia all his exereisef^, and of 
a far finer figure. Marry ! h^s social 44^ 
tics are less cultiyabod, in respect vl».has< 
k»pfe.tijl now ijiftripr compjuyr^iv . .; 
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<* Not meaning his Excellency the Gene* 
ral, I hope,'* said Lord Menteith. " For 
shame, Sir Dugald !" 

*« My lord,*' answered the Knight grave- 
ly, ** I am incapable to mean anything so 
utteriy misbecoming. What I asseverate is, 
that his Excellency having the same inter«» 
course with his horse during his exercise^ 
that he hath with his sddiers when train- 
ing them, may form and breafe either to 
every feat of war which he chooses to prac^ 
tice, and accordingly that this nobie chargeft 
is admirably managed. But as it is the in^ 
tercourse of private life that formeth the so^ 
cial character, so I do not apprehend that of 
the single soldier to be much polished by 
the conversation of the corporal or the ser- 
geant, of that of Loyalty's Reward to have 
been much dulcified, or ameliorated, by the 
society of his Excellency's grooms, who be- 
stow more oaths, and kicks, and thumps, 
than kindness or caresses, upon the animals 
entrusted to their charge, .whereby many a 
generous quadruped, rendered as. it werja 
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ittnthropte, Bumifests diutiig the rest of 
Us life a greater desire to kick and bite his 
master, than to love and to honour him.'* 

^ Spoken like an oracle," said Montroee. 
^* Were there an academy for the educa- 
tion of horses to be annexed to the Mare- 
sdud College of Aberdeen, Sir DugaU 
Dalgetty alone should fill the chair.** 

<* Because^ being an ass,** said Menteitb, 
aside to die General, ^ there would be 
«0m6 distant relation between the pr<rfeai- 
or and the students.*^ 

** And now, with ycm Excdleney's per« 
mtaskm,** said the new-made Kn^ht, ^' I 
am going to pay my last visit to the re- 
mains of my old oompaaion in arms.** 

^ Not with the purpose oi going through 
the ceremonial of interment,** asid the Mar- 
quis, who did qot know how far Sir Du- 
gmld's enthusiaam might lead him ; ^ cod- 
sider^ onr brave fellows themselveawiU have 
Imba hasty buaal.** 

^ IbuirSxoeH^^gr wiUfMdo* Met** smd 
Balgetty $ *« my purposes isies* iWMttlM 
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I go to dinde poor Ghistavus's l^My widi 
tbe fowls of heaven^ leaving tbe flesh to 
them, and reservii^ to myself his hide; 
which, in token of affectionate remeai- 
brance, I purpose to form into a oassoek 
and trowsers, after the Tartar fashion, to 
be worn under my armour, in respect my 
nether garmaits are at present shamefully 
the worse for the wear. Alas 1 poor Gui- 
tavus^ why didst thou not live at least one 
hour more, to have borne the honoured 
weight of knighthood upon thy loins */' 

He was now turning away, when the 
Marquis called after him,-^*' As you are 
not likely to be anticipated in this act of 
kindness, Sir Dugdd, to your old friend 
and companion, I trust," said the Marquis, 
** you will first assist me, and our principal 
friends, to discuss some of Argyle's good 
cheer, of which we have found abundance 
in the Castle.'* 

^^ Most willingly, please yont Excellen* 
cy^*' said Sir Dugald ; *< as meat and mass, 
neverhinderwork. Nor, indeed, ami afnud 
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that the wolves or eagles will begin an os- 
slaught OD Gustavus to-night, in regard 
there is so much better cheer lying all 
arouiid.«»But,'' added he, *< as I am to meet 
two honourable knights of England, with 
tHhers of the knightly degree in your lord- 
ship's army, I furay it may be explained to 
them, that now, and in future, I claim pre- 
•edence over them all, in respect of mj 
rank as a Banneret, dubbed in a fidd of 
stricken battle.** 

<^ The devil confound him !" said Mon- 
trose, speaking aside ; ** he has contrived 
to set the kiln on fire as fast as I put it out 
—This is a point. Sir Dugald," said he, 
gravely addressing him, ^* which I shall 
reserve for his Majesty's express consider- 
ation : in my camp, all must be upon equa- 
lity, like die Knights of the Round Tables 
and take their places as soldiers shouldi 
upon the principle of, first come first ser- 
ved.^ 

** Then I shall take care," aaid Men- 
teith apart to the Marquis, ^^ that Don Da- 
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gald is not first in place to day. — Sir Dil- 
gald," added he, raising his voice, ^ ai 
you say your wardrobe is out of repair^ 
had yiE)u not better go to the enemy's blag- 
gage yonder, over which there is a guard 
placed? I saw them take out an excellent 
buff suiti embroidered in front in silk and 
silver." 

•^ f^oto a Dias ! as the Spaniard says," ex- 
claimed the Major, << and some beggarly-gil- 
ly may get it while I stand prating here;** 

The prospect of booty having at once 
driven out of his head both Gustavus and 
the.proyant, be set spurs to Loyalty's Re- 
ward, and rode off through the field of 
battle. 

** There goes {he hound," said Menteith, 
^* breaking the face, and trampling on the 
4)ody, of many a better man than himself; 
and as eager on his sordid spoil as a vul* 
ture that stoops upon carrion. Yet this 
man the world calls a soldier — and you, 
my. lord, select him as worthy of the ho- 
noiirs of diivalry,. if such they can at this 
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daj be termed. You have made the colUr 
oi knighthood the decoration of a meri^ 
blood'hound." . 

<< What can I do ?" said Montrose. <^ I 
had no bones to give him, and I cannQt 
follow the chase alone. Besides, the dog 

* 

has good qualities.'' ^ 

** If nature has given him such," said 
Menteith) ** habit has converted them into 
feflings of intense selBshness. He may 
be punctilious concerning his reputatioD« 
and brave in the execution of his duty, 
but it is onlj because without these qua- 
lities he cannot rise in service ; — ^nay, bis 
very benevolence is selfish ; he may defend 
his companion while he kept bis feet, but 
the instant he is down. Sir Dugald will 
be as ready to ease him of his purse, as 
he is to convert the skin of Gustavus into 
a buff jerkin.'* 

^< And yet, if all this were true, cousin^* 
answered Montrose, ^* there is somethii^ 
convenient in commanding a soldier, upop 
whose motives and springs of action^ you 
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i!a6 .spirit )ib^? yours, ipy qou^io, sMve to f^ 
thousari4 jseo^tiph^ tp which this man> |i 
ts impervious a^ his cprsl?t,^-»it Is for th€fli| 
%h»% thy jtnfwJ WMst feplf while bp giK^sliii 
•iJvipe**' Then, iswddpnly ^eh^pging bis tqO^t 
f)§ ft^f^ M^nlfdtb (wh«» be bjiuji ?^n 4^* 

JSm^ yoBpg JEarf fsplwrcij deeply, Mid 

MMiVftr^il. ** Nat since last -fiypnin^,:-HB?- 
cepting,^ he added, with hesit^tip|i^ ^^ {f^ 
QM mmnenU ^b9Ht b»lf »n hftwf bffore 

^Mv dear Mwtpi^h,** s^i4 J^foBtrioiip 
wivy Modiy. ^ weirp yoij^pQe (Oflhe gay fi»- 
VAtiers of Whit^b»U, whp arp, lo their wf^y, 
as great self-seekers as our friend P^lgetJty^ 
should 1 need to plague you with enquiring 
into such an amourette as this ! it would 
be an intrigue only to be laughed at. But 
tUi^ 13 the Imi af:eac!b*ntpi.en):, where oejbi 
tm oog 9$ nt^el fivp w^pfight (QMt pf Miie>' 
tms^h ,»nd jfftuaps «xaipjj;r jtfee A^a^^ff) 
ln^ghli tp bQ ^ ppmxn4' J\l>\* PfVff^^M 



I 
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exquisitely beautiful, and has talents form- 
ed to captivate your romantic temper. — 
You cannot think of injuring her— you 
cannot think of marrying iier ?* 

"My lord," replied Menteith, "you 
have repeatedly urged this jest, for so I 
trust it is meant, somewhat beyond bounds. 
AtinotLyleis of unknown birth, — acaptive, 
—the daughter, probably, of some obscure 
outlaw; a dependant on the hdspitality of 
the M'Aulays.*' 

" Do not be angry, Menteith," said the 
Marquis, interrupting him ; ** you love the 
dlassics, though not educated at Mareschal 
College J and you may remember how 
many gallant hearts captive beauty has 
subdued : — 

Movit Ajacem Telamone natnm^ 
Forma captivs^ dominum, Tecmessae.-^ 

in a word, I am seriously anxious about 
this — I should not have time perhaps,** he 
said very gravely, •* to troublis you ^th 
my lectures on the subject, were your fed- 

10 
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itigs, and tho^e of Annot, alone interested ; 
but you have a dangerous rival* in Allan 
M^Aulay ; and there is no knowidg to 
what extent he may carry his resentment. 
It is my duty to tell you that the King's 
service may be much prejudiced by dissen- 
sions betwixt you." 

** My lord," said Menteitb, >« I know 
what you mean is kind and friendly; I hofie 
you will be satisfied when I assure you, 
that Allan M^ Aulay and I have discussed 
this circumstance; and that I have ex- 
plained to him, that it is utterly remote 
from my character to entertain dishonour- 
able views concerning this unprotected fe- 
male ; so, on the other hand, the obscurity 
of her birth prevetits my thinking of her 
upon other terms. I will not disguise frbm 
your lordship, what I have not disguised 
from M^Aulayt—that if Annot Lyle were 
born a lady, she should share my name 
and rank ; as matters stand, it is imfkis- 
Mte, Hiis expUnatioti, I trust, will satis* 
fy your lordship, as it has satis&da lefti 



mMOflble penon.* ifontnw ^btnggtd 
hit shonMen. 

^* And like tnie cluaifiiote in romfemfce^* 
he said, ^ you have agreed, that yaa mn 
both io worriiip the same miatiMs, as ido* 
latoCB do tihe same im^fpetf and that nediher 
diall extend his pretenstonsfuither.'^ 

«« I cKd not ga so far, my lord,* aaswer- 
ed Menteidi^^^ I lonly said in tbe pi uail 
ciicnmstaBces,— 4iod thereas no prospectof 
tbeir bdogchanged^^-I conkU im^ dutfrn 
mjnelf aad faaoAy, stand ia ^ao nelation Ss 
AUttat Lyie, tut as^tlMof friend or ina. 
lher«^ut yottf lordship most eg^use me; 
I haife»'* said he, looidttg at his arm, rooeA 
trUoh ;fae had tied fais handkerchief "^ a 
dij^t hart to attend to.*' 

^ A womul,** said MontraBe^ anaiousfy;} 
<t^ iet are aee st^Alas r he said, «« ishouU 
haae fanarl aothiiig of <4iiis» had I nut saa- 
tsoed taleat atKl aoond another aticKe *ss- 
oeek Olid intire nmklifig aoe^ Idieataithy'i 
aai if sosry for youH^ teo ^kave 4Bio»n hat 
aiatt avaifii aC4o aarahe sonwMiiriiicfa 'have 
long slumbered I* 



S0 Mji^ngt bo shwk ImmhIs with hti naUt 
kaaomafi* and valked into the caaUev 

Anoot hyhf as was not nntiisml for fe^ 
msi»i in the UigbUnda, was possetted of • 
sKght degrw oi medical and even surgical 
ikiU« It may readily he; betieved that the 
profession of surgery, or medicine^ as a ae* 
pwate art^ waf unknown, and the lew mde 
tiAf» which they observed were intrwted 
to women, or to the aged, whom constimk 
camudtiea affi>rded too muck opportunity 
of acquiring experience^ The care and at* 
taatioOf aocordtngly, of Annob Lyle, her 
attendants, and others acting under her di- 
mekion, had made her services eztresiely 
uaefml during thu wiM campaign. And 
«Mist readily had these fervicea been rra« 
dered to friend and foe, wherever theyr 
eonld be most tiaeiuU She was now in ass 
apartment of the castle, anxiously superior 
tending, the preparation of vcdnerary herbi^ 
to be applied to the wottnded ; receivisgi 
reports from different females respectti^^ 
thoaerunder thei&aepfURafee chaig^ aad dis« 
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tributing what means she had for their re- 
lief^ when Allan M<Aulay suddenly enter- 
ed the apartment She started, for she 
had heard that he had left the camp bpon 
a distant mission ; and, however aGCustom- 
ed> she was to the gloom of his counte- 
nance, it seemed at present to have even a 
darker shade than usual. He stood before 
her perfectly silent, and she felt the neces- 
sity of being theiirst to speak. 

A< I thought," she said, with some eSofrU 
•* you had already set out.*' 

f' My companion awaits me" said Allan ; 
*^ I go instantly.'* 

Yet still he stood before her, and held 
her. .by. the arm, with a prej^ure which, 
though insufficient to give her pain, - made 
her sensible of his great personal strength, 
kia hand closing on her like the gripe ^ a> 
manacle. • 

<* Shall I take the harp P* she said, in a 
timd voice ; '* is--*-t8 the shadow falling. 

ujpon,you?" 

* . Instead of replying, he led Irasr to the 
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witidow of theapslrtment, which command- 
ed a view of the field of the slain, with all 
its horrors. It was thick spread with dead 
and wounded) and the spoilers were busy 
tearing the clothes from the victims of 
war and feudal ambitioni .with as much iii 
di£^ence as if they had not been of the 
same speciesj and themselves exposed, per- 
haps, to-morrow to the same fate. 

^< Does the sight please you ?" said M^- 
Aulay. 

*« It is hideous," said Annot, covering 
her eye3 with her hands ; *^ How can you 
hid me look upon it ?" 

^< You must be enured to it," said he, 
<^ if you remain with this destined host — 
you will soon have to search such a field 
far my brother's corpse-— for Menteith's?^ 
for mine — but that will be a more indiffer- 
ent task— You do not love me !" 

<< This is the first time you have taxed 
lOe . with unkindness,^' said Annot, weep- 
ing. " You are my brother— my preser 



lov* you i But ydor h^ur of darlnietf ii 
ipprMchibg, l«t me fetch ttyy biirpt«^^ 

"« Remain,** said Allsm^ tlill boldiiig 
her fmst } «* be my visiottt from hearcB 0t 
hell» or from the middle sphere df diseoi. 
bddied spirit»^or be they^ » the SmMm 
bold, but the delcaions of aft overheaied 
fancy, they do not now kiftdencfr nwi I 
ipeak the language of the naiuia), *f the 
Yiaible worId.*«-You love not me, Aonoti^ 
yoti love Menteith^^by hi* you are be* 
loved again, and Allan h no more t» you 
than one of the corpiea whicb encttotbar 
yAnder heaths" 

It eanQot be aufpofeed that tbia vtnmgt 
tipHeah conveyed any new iofomttcioai to 
h«t who was thua addressed^ Ni> wodMi 
ever lived who cduld Hot ill the aMft ril- 
cumstancei have discerned loNg ilMfe ^ 
atote of her lover'a mind« But by thoa Aid* 
deiily tearing off the veil, thin as it^ wm^ Jl^ 
Im prepated ker to expect dOAlequeana 
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%teletit in ^roporttoa ta tiie enthiMiMm nf 
M» character. She made an ^ibrt to wpel 
fSkt eharge he had ftUted. 

•♦ Tew fiirget,* she said/ ^« your fMWi 
i*Mth and fiobteness when yon inmdt to 
yeiy helpless a being, and one whom fktt 
llaa Arown so totally into y^our power. Voa 
%AOW who and what I am, and how impoa- 
iitile it is llial Menteith or yon ean use \m^ 
l^a^ of affection to me, beymid tliat of 
#iendditp. You know from what nnkap. 
pf tAoe I kwj& too pfotNiMy derifei my 
«dstettce.'* 

» I will wot iMUeve it,** said AUnn, iM* 
yttUottsly $ ^< never Advi^ crystal 4m(> 
#om a poltwted apring.'* 

** Yet the very doubt,'' pleaded AtmM, 
^ shotiM madbc yon foifiear to use this laa- 
Ipiage tw mer 

«< I know,*" said M" Aiday, <' It fibMf h 
ter betw«M iia--4)at I know also Orat it dt- 
tsUkayott not so inaaparably fmm MenteMb. 
^--^ear me, my bebv^d Annot !— 4eaire CKft 
i0eae ^f nerrota and daager-^o wMt mk 
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to Kintail— I will place you in the hduie 
of tbe ppUe Lady of Seaforth— or.you sbaB 
be removed in safety to Icolmkill, wheie 
Mise women yet devote themselves to the 
worship of Godt after the custom of our 
ancestors." . .» 

•* .You consider not what you ask of 
ve/' replied Annot ; << to undertake.such a 
JQuraey under your sole guardianship^ were 
*to shew me less scrupulous than. maiden 
ought I will, remain here^ Allan — here un- 
der jtbe protection of the noble Montrose ; 
and when his motions next approach the 
I^wlandSj I Vrill contHve some proper 
iQ^an^ ..to relieve you of onci who has» she 
knows not how, become an object of di^ 
Mike to you.'' 

. Allan stood as if uncertain whether to 
giye way to sympathy with her diatressi or 
to anger at her reshtance. 

I «. Annpt,*'. be said, " you know too well 

how little your words apply to my. feelings 
.^owai;ds you — ^butrypu .avail yourself of your 

apd yqu r^oice in my departure* as 
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remaviDg a spy upon your intercourse with 
Menteith. But beware both of you," he 
added, in a stem tone j ^' for when was it 
ever heard that an injury was offered to 
Allan M^Aulay, for which he exacted not 
tenfold vengeance!" 

So saying, he pressed her arm forcibly^ 
pulled the bonnet over his brows, and strode 
out of the iqpartment . r 
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After yonre ifoiiCy 



Whm •tin'd it M^Al^ 1 f MAi irlMi 
Tet fiur from Iwt, in could I Iml hsve liveA 
ttt preicacc 9ijaa, I bad had nij end. 

PaiLAtTSB* 

.AvMOT Ltu had now to contemphte^ 
the. terrible gulph which Allan M^Aulay't 
open declaration. of love and jealousy had 
made to open around her. It seemed as if 
l^he was tottering on the very brink of de- 
structfon^ and was at once deprived of 
every refuge, and of all human assistance. 
She had long been conscious that she )6ved 
.Menteith dearer than a brother; indeed, 
how codld it be otherwise, considering 
their early intimacy, — the personal merit 
of the young nobleman^-— hia assiduous at* 
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tehttDnsy«M»a(i km ^finite Mpiefimky in 
gentlenesn 6f ^hposititin, and gtsct of man* 
ners, over the race of rude warriors with 
whom sbe lived ? But her affection was of 
that quiet, timid^ mutative character^ 
which sought rather a reflected share in the 
hi^piness of the beloved object, than SmrOh 
ed morj^ presumptuous or daring hopes* A 
little Gaelic songi in which she expteisedl 
her feel lags, has been translated by the ift* 
genious ami unhappy Alexander M^Doi^ 
nald; and we willingly traoacribe the 

^ Wi^ didu, liice tne Jn life't Idw Tale, 

Witfk i1i^1i«%r M^t, tbitt rot fM life^ 
Witb t\mb V(k lay wktti^dir gala 

G^d W9k^ •r bounding j^attey hmmt 
But parted bj severe decree^ 

Par different must our fortunes prof e ; 
iHtxy tkkitit be joy — enough for me ^ 

Td ti^ef^ ^Mi pray 1^ hint I loihe. 

The pai^ this foolish heart must ftelt 
When hope shall be tor ever tiawn, 
* Vh sdtten manmnr Ahifil r^real, 

^^te..ft^^kh ^^^^^^^^^ ^M^^'A^I^. 
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Nor will I ihronJB^h Hfe's weary yean» 
Like a pale drooping mourner movcy 

While I can think my secret tears 
May wound the heart of him I love. 

The furious declaration of Allan had de- 
stroyed the romantic plan which she had 
formed, of nursing in secret her pensive 
tenderness, without seeking any other re- 
quital. Long before this, she had dreaded 
Allan, as much as gratitude, and a sense 
that he softened towards her a temper so 
haughty and so violent, could permit her 
to do ; but now she regarded him with un- 
alloyed terror, which a perfect knowledge 
of his disposition, and of his preceding his- 
tory, too well authorised her to entertain. 
Whatever was in other respects the noble- 
ness of his disposition, he had never been 
known to resist the wilfulness of passions- 
he walked in the house, and in the country 
of his fathers, like a tamed lion, whom no 
one dared to contradict, lest they should 
awaken his natural vehemence of passion. 
So many years had elapsed since he had 
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experienced contradiction, or even expos- 
tuls^tion, that probably nothing! but the 
strong good sense, wbieb, on all points, 
his mysticism excepted, formisd the ground 
of his character, prevented his proving an 
annoyance and terror to the whole neigh* 
bourhood. But Annot had no time to dwell 
upon her fears, being interrupted by the en- 
trance.of Sir Dugald Dalgetty. . . i 

It may well be supposed, that the scenes 
in which this person had passed his former 
life, had not. much calculated him to shine 
in female society. He himself felt a sort 
of consciousness that the language of the 
barrack, guard- room, and parade, was not 
proper to entertain ladies. The only peace- 
ful part of his life had been spent at Marf- 
schal College, Aberdeen ; and he had fOjr<* 
got the little he had learned there, ex- 
cept the arts of darning his own hose, and 
dispatching his commons with unusual ce» 
lerity, both which arts had since been Jcept 
in gpod exercise by the necessity of fri^ 
quent practice. Still it was from an in-v 



fnHlMncolkctimi of wllothe kidae^^^ 
4mrmg tlm pMiiic perkKl» that hedfeir Mi 
iOttrees of eonTerMtioci when in €aiii|itB]r 
wtth women) in other words, Kis^ lattgiu^ 
beeMtio pedmiiio when it eefised iobttA 

^ Misttess Aimot Ljple,^ BtiUt he, npott the 
IMMient oecaston, <* I am just now liketlie 
half-piker ot sponCoon of Aehilfes, one end 
•f whieli could woirail, and the odier cure 
-HI property belonging neither to SpaniA 
pifce, brown* bflf, partizan, halbert. Loch- 
iber-axe, or any other modem staff weapon 
whaftever." 

This ooflipliment he repeated twice ; Imt 
•a Aniiot scarce heard him tiie frat ^fima, 
ittd i^A not comprehend him the sedo»d» 
lie was oMiged fo eitplam. 

•^ ! mean,^ he said, « Mistress AnncI 
lij^lC) that himng been the means of an iio- 
nourabie knight receiving a severe wound 
in tills day% confttcty'-^he hraving pistoHtid, 
«tNnewhait against the law ofanrms, my horse. 
w^ii4i was named after the Immoftal Kio^ 
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«r •#idtti^^I Mm dMifottf of pmctiffflg 
him tuch 8dlM!tiiie0r «t yiM^ maclatti, am 
Mfpply^ yc^ being like the heathen god 
BMfulaphii, (meaning possibly Apollo,) 
ikilful twt otriy iti song and in music, but 
'm the more noble art of chitiirgery--'^)^^* 
fur pet wh^mdk&i^:' 

^« Jf you wonld have the goodness to et- 
plaiiH** siiid Annot, too sick at heart to bt 
•mused bjr Sir Dugald^a airs of pedantk 
gallantry. 

«« That, madam^*^ replied the kn^ht. 
^ tffay not be so easy, as I am out of tNe 
liabit of construing^^bat we sbaK try« 1K> 

Jl»'?*^l remember ^9^^ ^^^ fktdfift^ 
iMt I teliete ^fhr standi in this pluee Ibr 
Uh D., that is Doctor of Phybic.'' 

•^ "Jfliis is a bosy day with its all,*" sakl 
AnaNM \ ^^ wSk you say at once ^Aua yon 
w«mt with me f 

^ Merely^ replied Sir Do^ld^ «^ thai 
yon Will vJiit asy brother knight^ wcA 1st 
ytMir taiiiden brhig some it^ieMMfttr for 
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bis wound, which threatens to be what the 
learned call a damnum fiUale.^ 

Annot Lyle never lingered in the cauae 
of humanity. She informed herself hastily 
of the nature of the injury, and interesting 
l^rself for the dignified old chief whom she 
had seen at Darlinvarach, knd whose pre- 
sence had so much struck her, she hasten- 
ed to lose the sense of her own sorrow for 
a time, in the attempt to be useful to ano- 
ther. 

Sir Dugald with great fbrm ushered An- 
not Lyle to the chamber of Jier patient, in 
which, to her surprise, she found JjotA 
Menteith. She could not help blushing 
dej^ply at the meeting, but to hide her era- 
fusion, proceeded instantly to examine the 
wound of the Knight of Ardenvohr^ and 
easily satisfied herself that it was beyond 
her skill to cure it ; as for Sir Dugald, he 
returned to a large out-house, on the floor 
,>of which, among other wounded men, was 
dfsposited the person of Ranald of the Mist 

^* Mine old friend,'' said the Knight, ^* as 
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« 

I told you before, I would willingly do 
anything to pleasure you, in return for the 
wound you have received, while under- my 
safe conduct. I have, therefore, accord- 
ing| to your earnest request, sent Mrs An- 
not Lyle to attend upon the wound of the 
Knight of Ardenvohr, though wherein her 
doing so should benefit you, I cannot ima- 
gine.— I think you once spoke of some blood 
relationship between them ; but a solda- 
do, in command and charge like me, has 
other things to trouble his head with than 
Highland genealogies." .j 

And indeed, to do the worthy Major 
justice^ he never enquired after, listened to, 
ot recollected the business of other people, 
unless it either related to the art military, 
or was somehow or other connected with 
bis own interest, in either of which cases 
his memory was very tenacious. 

" And now, my good friend of the Mist," 
said he, '' can you tell me what has become 
of your hopeful grandson, as .1 have not 
seen him since he assisted me to disarm 



iM TALES OV 9Y hAwmjomR. 



ifter the setidfiy » negligence wfctcb diser* 
irtrtli the strapada'* 

** He is not far from henc^** said tire 
ipotioded outlaw*—** lift not your band opon 
biaQi for he is man enough to pay a yatd 
of leathern scourge with a foot of tempei- 
ed steel.*' 

^ A most improper vaunl^'* said Sir Dti* 
gald ; ^ but I owe you some favours, Ra- 
naldt and therefore shall let it pass.*" 

** And if you think you owe me anything/ 
said the outlaw, ^ it is in your power to re- 
quite me by granting me a boon.** 

^* Friend Ranald,** answered Dalgetty, 
^ I have read of these boons in silly atory^ 
books, whereby simple knights were drawa 
into engagements to thdr great prejudice? 
wherefore^ Ranald, the more pmdeitt 
knights of this day never promise any- 
thing until they know that they may kecfi 
thdr word anent the premises, without 
asiy displeasure or tncommodement to 
tlHtmseives. It may be^ you would halt 



me engage the female chirurgecm to visk 
feat wound; though yoii ought to coik 
atden Ratiatd, that the uncleaniiMf of the 
place where you are deposit-ed may some* 
what aoU the gaiety of her garments, con- 
ceming t^ preservation of wfiich, you may 
have observed, women are apt to be inw* 
dtnately solicitous. I lost the favour of 
tlie lady of the Grand Pensionary of Am- 
aterdam, by touching with the sole of my 
boot the train i^ her black veket gown, 
which I mistook for a foot-ck)th, tt heing 
half the room dtstantfrom her person.^ 

*• It is not to bring Annot Lyle Mther,* 
answered MacEagh, *« but to transport me 
itfto the Toom where ishe is in attendaooe 
up on the Knight' of Ardenvohr. Some- 
wliat I have to aay tof l9ie last consequence 
to them hxrih:' 

•• It is some^lmig out of Ifhe t>rder -of 
due-precedence,*' said Dalgetty, ♦•to carry 
a woundied outlaw into the presence of a 
knight; knighthodd having been of ^ore^ 
and being, in some respects, atiH, thel^igii. 
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est military grade, independent always of 
con)missioned ofBcers, who rank according 
to their patents; nevertheless, as your boon, 
as you call it, is so slight, I shall not deny 
compliance with the same." So saying, he 
ordered three files of men to transport Mac- 
Eagh on their shoulders to Sir Duncan 
Campbell's apartment, and he himself hast- . 
ened before to announce the cause of his 
being brought there. But such was the 
activity of the soldiers employed, that they, 
followed him close at the heels, and, enter- 
ing with their ghastly burthen, laid Mac- 
Eagh on the floor of the apartment. His 
features, naturally wild, were now distorted 
by pain ; his hands and scanty garments 
stained with his own blood, and. those of 
others, which no kind band had wiped 
away, although the wound in his side had 
been secured by a bandage. » . 

<< Are you," he said, raising his headpain« 
fully towards the couch where lay stretched, 
his late antagonist, ^^ he whom men call 
the Knight of Ardenvohr ?^ 
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<< The same/' answered Sir Duncan,-*- 
'< what would you with one whose . hours 
are now numbered ?" 

** My hours are reduced to minutes,*" 
said the outlaw ; '< the more grace, if I be- 
stow them in the service of one, whose 
hand has ever been against me, as mine 
has been raised higher against him." 
. ^< Thine higher against me! — Crushed 
worm !" said the knight, looking down on 
his miserable adversary. 

" Yes,** answered the outlaw, in a firm 
Voice, ^* my arm hath been highest ; the 
wounds I have dealt have been deepest, 
though thine have neither been idle^ nor 
unfelt — ^I am Ranald MacEagh— I am 
Ranald of the Mist — ^the night that I gave 
thy castle to the winds in one huge blaze of 
fire,is now matched with the day in. which 
you have fallen under the sword of my^fa- 
tbers.— Remember the injuries thou hast 
done our tribe— never were such iqflicl^d, 
•aVe by-oM, beside thee. He^ they say, is 
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fiited and ^secme. agskiBt our veagMOce— i 
AoTt time wHl shew.*" 

*^ My Lord Menteith*'* nid Sir DuneWt 
nking hiniMlf out of his .bed^ «^ tkk is a 
prodaiined villaiii, st once ibe cnttay «f 
Ktog and ParliaoieBt, of God a»d mzm^ 
0M of the outlawed banditti of the 3fiat$ 
alike the <fieiny of your house, of tbt 
M^Aulays, and of imiie. I trust you will 
Mt tnBkr sMoients, whieh are perhaps oiy 
last, to be embittered by bis badbanMis tii 
jnpb.'' 

^ Heshallhaise tlie treatment JsemeiilSi* 
iiid Menieith ; <« let hioi be kisUnUy M 
flsoveil .***-* 

Sit Dugald heee iotorposed, aniopokeof 
RMMikrs serviQss as a -guide, aad his o«a 
pledge for iiis safety j but 4he high 'iNH^h 
tones of the outlaw drowned ^is^wioe. 

^* No/' said he, '« be rack and gfbbotiftc 
SMitl $ let me wither between heaven and 
(aftb, and' gorge the hawbaand M^oa^ef 
Ben Mevis i and ao sbaU thJaolnpagbly 
Knight, and this triumphant Thane, never 
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learn tiie stcret I aioae can inqpart ; a se- 
x^rtt wfaiah woirkl make Ardenv^hr's heart 
ieap :wiilx lojr, were he in the death agony, 
and iVbieh the Earl of Meoteith would pur- 
ichi^9 at. the price oi his broad earldom.--^ 
Oxne hith^^ Aanol Lyle^" he said, raisiDg 
iutmelf with loiexpected strength ; ** fear 
Wfii the sight t)f h^m .to whom thou hi^t 
Hilling in infancy. Tell these proud men^ 
"wlia diadaJA thee as the issme of mine an- 
<3teftl race, that thou art no Uood of ours 
^*~no daughter of the race of the Mist, Imt 
bom in balls as lordly, and cradled on 
«o!sch as soft, as ever soothed in&ncy in 
tbeu* proudest palaces." 
' ««( In £he nai^e of God,^ said Meot^s^hi 
trembling with emotion, *^ if you know 
ought (of the* birth (^ this lady, do tby con- 
^oitece the Jusdise to disburden^ it of th^ 
^^Kuoet 4)6 toe departing firom this wt»ld f" . 
<« And hkammy enemira witii my dyii^ 
taeath.f' said MacBagh, looking at bin 
iMligium4ly.*-<^*^ Suck are tbe maxims your 
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priests preaeh-^but wheot or tawacdswhoas 
do you practice them ? Let me know first 
the worth of tny secret ere I part with ifei«<- 
What would you give, Knight of Arden- 
•vohr, to know that your -superstitious fiats 
li'ave been vain, and that there stUl remttns 
a descendant of your house ?•— I pause for 
an answer— ¥rithout it, I speak not one 
word more." 

*< I could," said Sir Duncan, his voice 
struggling between the emotions of doubt, 
hatred, and aojciety^-^' I could— but ^ that 
I know thy race are like the Great 'Enemy, 
liars and murtherers from the beginning— 
but could it be true thou tellest me, I could 
almost forgive thee the injuries thou hlut 

done me.'* 

« 

<' Hear it!" said Ranald; ^ be hath wa- 
gged deeply for a son i^ Diarmid*— And 
you» gratle Thane-^the.rqxMrt oithe qamp 
says, that you would purchase with lile ind 
lands the tidings that Annot Lyle was no 
daughter of proscription^ but of a soce ao- 
ble in your estimation as your owa-**WeU 
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—It is for no loVc I tell yoti— Tbc time 
has been that I would have exchanged thi& 
secret against liberty, I am now bartering 
it for what is dearer tha»' liberty or Itfe*— 
Antiot Lyie is the yoangest', the sole sur« 
viviiig child of the Knight of Ardenvohr, 
who alone was saved when all in his halls 
besides was given to blood and ashes**' 

*« Gan this man speak truth ?' said An- . 
not Lyle, searce knowing what she said ; 
** or is this some strange delusion ?" 

«* Maiden/' replied Ranald, *• hadst thou 
dwelt longer with us, thou wouldst have 
better learnt to know to distinguish the 
accents of truth. To that Saxon lord, and 
to the Knight of Ardenvohr, I will yield 
such proofs of what I have spoken, that in- 
eiedulity nhall stand convinced. Mean- 
time withdraw—I loved thine infancy, I 
hate not thy ybuth-*no eye hates the rose 
in its blossom, though it groweth upon ii 
thorn, and lor thee only do I something 
regret what is soon to fo^ow. But he that 
would avei^ him of his foe must not reek 
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though ^ gufltteM be engaged in tbe 

^ He adviAet well» AonoV' salid Lcnrd 

Meateith } << in God's name retire ! if-^if 

^ tbere be aught in this» your meetiog with 

Sir Duncan must be more pr^ar¥4 for both 

your sakes.** 

<* I will not part from my father^ if I 
have found one !** said . Annot-r^^* I will 
not part from him uqder circumstances so 
terrible." 

<< And a father you shall ever find Ib 
me/' murmured Sir Duqcan. 

«« Then.'* said Menteitb, *' 1 will have 
MacEagh removed into an adjacent apart- 
ment, and will collect the evidence of his 
tale myself. Sir Dugald Dalg^lty will give 
me his attendance and assistance.'* 

*' With pleasure, my Iprd/* answ^ed Sf 
Dugald. — ** I will, be.ypur cons^^sor, or 
assessor— either or both. No one C9fi be so 
.fit, for I had heard the wbvle stery a qaonth 
ago at Inverara castle— rbut onslaughts likp 
that of Ardenyohx cofifusf ^acb P^r in 
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my memory, which is besides occupied with 
matters of more importance.^ 

.Upon hearing this frank declaration^ 
which was made as they left the apartment 
with the wounded man. Lord Menteith 
darted upon Dalgetty a look of extreme 
anger and disdain, ta which the self-con- 
ceit of the worthy commander rendered 
him totally insehsiblet 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

X am u /V«a m nature fint made maiif 
Sra the bate lawi of lenritude began, 
When wild in woodi the noble Mtage nui. 

Thb Earl of Menteith as he bad under- 
taken, 80 he proceeded to inrestigate more 
closely the story told by Ranald of the 
Mist, which was corroborated by the exa- 
mination of his two followers, who had as- 
sisted in the capacity of guides. These de- 
clarations he carefully compared with such 
circumstances concerning the destruction 
of his castle and family as Sir Duncan 
Campbell was able to supply ; and it may 
be supposed he had forgotten nothing re- 
lating to an event of such terrific import* 
ance. It was of the last consequence to 
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prove that this was no invention of the 
outlaw's, for the purpose of passing an im- 
postor as tlie child and heiress of Arden- 

vohr- 

Perhaps Menteith, so^ mucb interested 
in believing the tale, was not altogether 
the fittest person to be entrusted with the 
investigation of its truth } but the exa* 
minations of the Children of the Mist were 
simple, accurate, and in all respects consis- 
tent with each other. A personal mark 
was referred to, which was known to have 
been borne by the infant ohild of Sir Dun* 
can, and which appeared on the left shouU 
der of Annot Lyle. It was also well re- 
membered, that when the miserable relics 
of the other children had been collected, 
those of the infant had no where been 
found. Other circumstances of evidence, 
which it is unnecessary to quote, brought 
the fullest conviction not only to Menteith, 
but to the unprejudiced mind of Montrose, . 
that in Annot Lyle, a humble dependant, 
distinguished only by beauty and talent. 
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tiiey were in future to rei^ect the heiress of 
Ardenvohr. 

While Menteith hastened to coamnmi- 
cate the result of these enquiries to the per- 
sons most interested, the outlaw demand- 
ed to speak with his grandchild^ whom he 
usually called his son» 

« He would be found," he said^ ** in the 
outer apartment, in which he himself had 
been originally deposited."* 

Accordingly, the young savage,, afler a 
close search, was found lurking in a corner^ 
coiled up among some rotten straw, and 
brought to his grandsire. 

•• Kenneth,'' said the dd outlaw,^ « hear 
the last words of the sire of thy father. A 
Saxon soldier^ and Allan of the Red^hand,^ 
left this camp within these few hours, to 
travel to the country of Caberfae. Pursue 
them as the blood-hound pursues the hurt 
deer— 4wim the lake-~climb the mountain 
-.^-thread the fbrest-^tarry not until you join 
them ;'' and then the countenance of the 
lad darkened as his grandfather i^oke, aikl 
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he laid his hand upon a knife which stuck 
in the thong of leather which confined his 
scanty plaid. « No," said the old man, " it 
is not by thy hand he must fall. They 
will ask the news from the camp— say to 
them that Annot Ljle of the Harp is dis« 
covered to be the daughter of Duncan of 
Ardeinvohr ; that the Thane of Menteith is 
to wed her before the priest ; and that you 
are sent to bid guests to the bridal. Tarry 
not. their answer, but vanish like the light* 
ning i¥hen the black cloud swallows it — 
And now depart, beloved son of my best 
beloved ! I shall never more see thy face, 
ncM: hear the light sound of thy footstep- 
yet tarry an instaqt and hear my last charge 
-»— renaember the fate of our race, and quit 
not theanetent manners of the Children of 
the Mist. We are now a straggling hand- 
ful, driven from every vale by the sword of 
every clan, who rule in the possessions where 
their forefather® hewed the wood^ and drew 
the water to ours. But in the tlucKet of 
tbe wild^messy and in the mist of tne moun- 

K 2 
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tain, Kenneth, son of £rorcbt» keep tboir 
unsoil'd the freedom which I leave thee m 
a hirth«*right. Barter it not neither for the 
rich gar men t» nor for the stone roof, nor 
tor the covered boards nor for the couch of 
down->--on the rock, or in the valley, in 
abundance or in famine — in the leafy sum* 
mer, and in the days of the iron winter-* 
Son of the Mist ! be free as thy forefathers. 
Own no lord — receive no law— take no hire 
-^give no stipet)d*«build no hut — ^incIose 
no pasture— sow no grain ;— let the deer of 
the mountaiq^ DC' thy flocks and herds-^-if 
these fail thee, prey upon the goods of our 
oppressors— *of the Saxons, and of the Gael 
who are Saxons in their souls, valuing herds^ 
and flocks more than honour and freedom* 
Well for us that they do so-— it aflbrds' 
the broader scope for our revenge* Re*^ 
member tnose who have done kindness to* 
our race, and pay their services with thy 
blood, should the hour require iU If a 
Maclan shall come to thee with the head? 
of the king's son in his hand» shelter hi»v 
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though the avenging army of the father 

were behind him ; for in Glencoe and Ard- 

namurchan, we have dwelt in peace in the 

years that have gone by. The sons of 

Diarmid — the race of Darnlinvarach — the 

riders of Menteith — my curse on thy head. 

Child of the Mist, if thou spare one of 

those names, when the time shall offer for 

cutting them off! and it will come anon, for 

their own swords shall devour each other^ 

and those who are scattered shall fly to the 

Mist, and perish by its Children. Once 

mpre, begone — ^shake the dust from thy 

feet against the habitations of men, whether 

banded together for peace or for war. Fare- 

well, beloved! and may^st thou die like 

thy forefathers, ere infirmity, disease, or 

age shall break thy spirit-^begone 1— be« 

gone !— live free— requite kind ness — avenge 

the injuries of thy race." 

The young savage stooped, and kissed th? 
brow of his dying parent ; but accustomed 
from Hifeticy to suppress every exterior 
sign of emotion, he parted tfithout tear. or 
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adieu^ a,nd was sooa far bejond the limits 
of MooUroae^s catop. 

Sir Dugald Dalgetty, who was present 
during the lat^r part of ^is acene, was 
very little edified by the conduct of Mac- 
£agh upon the occasion. '^ I cannot 
think, my friend Ranald,*" said he, ^* that 
you are in the best possible road for a 
dying man. Storms, onslaughts, massacres, 
the burning of suburbs, are a soldier'^s daily 
work, and are j^ustified by the necessity of the 
case, seeing that they are done ki tlie course 
of duty i for burning of suburbs, in particu* 
lar, it may be said that they a^e traitors and 
cut- throats to all Ibrtified towns. Hence it 
is plain, that a soldier is aprofes^on pecu- 
liarly favoured by Heaven, seeiog that we 
may hope for salvation^ although we daily 
commit actions of so great violence. But 
then. Ran aid, in all services of liurope, it 
is the custom of the dying, soldier not to 
.li^aunt him of such doings,, or to recoup 
mend them to his fellows ; but, on the covh 
trary, to express cootritaon for the daaye» 
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and to repeat, or have repeated to him, 
some comfortable prayer ^ which, if you 
please, I will intercede with his Excellen- 
cy's chaplain to prefer on^ your account. 
It is otherwise ne point of my duty to put 
you in mind of those things ; only it may 
be for the ease of your conscience to depart 
roore like a Christian, and less like a Turk, 
than you seem to^be in a fair way of doing.'' 
The only answer of the dying man — (for 
as such Ranald MacEagh might now be 
consideredy-*was a request to be raised to 
such a position that he might obtain a view 
from the window of the Caktle. The deep 
. frost mist which had long settled upon the 
tep of the mountains, was now rolling 
down etch rugged glen and gully, where 
the craggy ridges shewed their black and 
irregular outline, like desert islands rising 
above the ocean of vapour. ** Spirit of tb# 
Mistl*" said Ranald MacEagh, << called by otir 
race our father, and our preserver — reeelve 
iato thy tabeniacle of clouds, when this 
p^iPg k Qver, hjm wborn in Ufe thou ^t so 
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often sheltered/* So sajing^ he sunk back 
into the arms of those who upheld him» 
spoke DO ftirther word, bat turned his face 
to the wall' for a short space. 

" I believe,** said Dalgctty, «* my friend 
Ranald wili.be found in his heart to be 
little better than a heathen.'*' And he re- 
newed his proposal- to procure him the as- 
sbtance of Dr Wislieart, Montrose's militaiy 
chaplain ; •« a man," said Sir Dugald, " very 
clever in his exercise, and who will do exe- 
cution on your sins in less time than I 
could smoke a pipe of tobacco." 

**' Saxon,*' said the dying man, << speak 
to me.no more of thy priest — I die con* 
tented. Hadst thou ever an enemy against 
whom weapons were of no avail — whom 
th^ ball missed, and against whom the ar- 
row shivered,-— and whose bare skin was as 
impenetrable to sword and dirk as thy steel 
garment? — Heardst thou ever of such a 
foe?* t 

o Very frequently, when I served in ©er- 
many," replied Sir Dugald. •* There was 

S 
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such a fellow at Ingolrtadt ; he was proof 
both against lead and steel. The soldiers 
killed him with the butts of their muskets." 

'< This impassible foe," said Ranald, 
without regarding the Major's interrupt 
tion, ^ who has the blood dearest to me 
upon his hands — to this man I have now 
bequeathed agony of mind, jealdusj, dis- 
pair, and suddtn death,-— or a life mwe 
miserable than death itself. Such shall be 
the lot of Allan of the Red-hand^ when he^ 
learns that Annot weds Menteitii ; and I 
ask no more than the eertainty that it is 
so, to sweeten my own bloocTy end by hfs 
hand." 

" If that be the case,** said the Major, 
*^ there's no more to be said ; but I shall 
take care as few people see you as possible^' 
for I cannot think your mode of departure* 
can be at all creditable or exemplary to a' 
Christian army.'^ So saying, he left the 
apartment, and the soa of* the Mist soon- 
after breathed his last* 
- Menteith, in the meanwhile, leaving the 
new-found relations to their mutual feel- 
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logs of mingled emotkH^ wa& eagerly dis^ 
cusaing with Montrose the consequences of 
*this discovery. <^ I should now see," said 
the Marquis, *^ even bad I not before ob- 
served that your interest in this discovegr, 
my dear Menteitb, has no small reference 
to your own happiness. You love this 
new-found lady, — ^your affection is return- 
ecU In point of birth, no exceptions can 
be made $ in every other respect, her ad* 
vantages are equal to those which you 
yourself possess — ^thipk, however, a mo- 
ment* Sir Duncan is a &natio— -Presby- 
terian at least — ^in arms against the King ; 
he is only with us in the quality of a pri- 
soner, and we are, I fear, but at the com- 
mencefnent of a long civU war. Id this a- 
time, think you, Menteith, for you to make 
proposals for his heiress ? Or what chance 
is there that he will now listen to it ?'^ 

Fassipn, an ingenious, as well as an elo*. 
quent advocate, supplied the young noble- 
man witb a thousand answers to these 4ib- 
jectioos. He reminded Montrose that At 
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Knight of Ardenvohr was neither a bigot 
in politics nor religion* He urged his own 
known and proved seal for the royal cause, 
and hinted that its infitience might be ex* 
tend^ and strengthened by bis wedding 
the h^ress of Ardenvohr. He pleaded the 
dangerous state of Sir Duncan^s wound, 
the risk which must be run by sufifering 
the young lady to be carried into the coun- 
try of the Campbells; where, m case of her 
father^s death, or continued indisposition, 
she must necessarily be placed' under the 
guardianship of Ai^le, an event fatal to 
faia (Mentelth^) hopes, unless he could 
at(K>p to {Mirchase his ftvour by abandoning 
the King's party. 

Montrose allowed the force of these ar^ 
guments, and owned, although the matter 
was attended with difflk^uity, yet it seem, 
ed consistent wkh the King's service that it 
should be concluded as speedily as possible^ 

<< I coold wish^'*^ said he, ^Uhat it were all 
settled in one way or another,, and that thia 
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fair Brisets were removed from our camp 
before the return of our AchilleSt AUan 
M^AuIt^. — I fear 8<Miie fatal ft^d in that 
quarters Menteith— -and- 1 believe it would 
be best that Sir Duncan be dismissed on 
his parole, and that you accompany hia 
and his daughter a3 his. escort. The jour- 
ney can he made chiefly by water, so wiU 
not greatly incommode his wound — and 
your own, my friend, wiil be an honoura- 
ble excuse for the absencjB of some time 
from my camp." 

«• Never/' said Menteith. « Were I to 
forfeit the very hope that has so lately dawn.- 
ed upon me, never will I leave your Excel- 

m 

lency's. camp while the royiil standard is 
displayed. I should deserve that this trif- 
ling scratch should gangrene and consume 
my sword arm, were 1 capable of holding 
it as an excuse for absence at . this crisis of 
the King's affairs.'^ 

** On tWs then you are deterouaed T 
said Montrose. 
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«< As fixed as Ben-Nevis/* said the youog 
nobleman. 

<< You must then^'' said Mcfntrose^ ^ lose 
no time in seeking an explanation with the 
Knight of Ardenvohr. If this prove fa- 
vourable, I wiU talk myself with the elder 
M* Aulay^ and we will devise means to em- 
ploy his brother at a distance from the 
army until he shall be reconciled to his 
present disappointment. Would to God 
some vision would descend upon his ima- 
gination fair enough to obliterate all traces 
of Annot Lyle ! That perhaps you think 
impossible, Menteith ?— Well, each to his 
service ; you to that of Cupid, and I to 
that of Mars/* 

They 'parted, and in pursuance of the 
scheme arranged, Menteith, early on the 
ensuing morning, sought a private inter- 
view with the wounded Knight of Arden- 
vohr, and communicated to him his suit for 
the hand of his daughter. Of their mutual 
attachment Sir Duncan was aware, but he 
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was not prepared for so eady a declaratioa 
on the part of Menteith. He said, at first, 
that he had abready, perhaps, indulged too 
much in feelings of personal happiness, at 
a time when his dan had sustained so great 
a loss and humiliation, and that he was un- 
willing, therefore,, farther to oonsider the 
advancement of his own house at a period 
so calamitous* On the more urgent suit 
of the noble lover, he requested a few hours 
to deliberate and consult with his ^u^tec 
upon a questioA so highly important* 
. The result of this interview and delibe- 
latibn was faizourable to Menteith. Sir 
Duncan Campbell became folly sensible 
that the happiness of his new-found daugh* 
ter depended upon a union. with her lover ; 
and unless such was now fonned^ he saw 
that Argyle would throw a thousand cb* 
stacles in the way of a match in every re# 
qpfect aceeptable to himself Menteith'i pili^ 
rate character was so excellent, wd sndi 
was the rank and consideration due to his 
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fortune and family, that tbaey outbalanced, 
in Sir Duncan's opinion, the difference in 
their political opinions* Nor could he have 
resolved, perhaps^ had his own opinion of 
the match been less favouraUe, to decline 
an opportunity of indulging the new*foun4 
child of his hopes. There was, besides, a 
feeling of pride which dictated his detep- 
mination. To produce the Heiress of Af- 
denvohr to the world as one who had been 
educated a poor dependant and musician 
in the family of Darnlinvarach, had some- 
thing in it that was humiliating. To intro- 
duce her as the betrothed bride, or wedded 
wife, of the Earl of Menteitb, upon an at- 
tachrnent formed during her obscurity, was 
a warrant to the world that she had at all 
times been worthy of the rank to which 
she was elevated. 

It was under the in'Suence of these con- 
siderations that Sir Duncan Campbell an- 
nounced to the lovers his copsent that they 
should be married in the chapel of the 
Castle, by Montrose's chaplain, and as pri- 
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rately as possible. But ^hen Montrose 
'should break up from Inyerlochy, for which 
orders were expected in the course of a 
. Tery few days, it was agreed that the young 
Countess ^onld depart with her father to 
his castlci and remain there until the cir- 
-cumstances of the nation permitted Men- 
ieith to retire with honour from his present 
inilitary employment. His resolution being 
once taken, Sir Duncan Campbell would 
"not permit the maidenly scruples of his 
daughter to delay its execution ; and it was 
therefore resolved that the bridal ^ould 
ti^e place upon the next evening, being 
"the second after the battle. 
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CHAPTER XV, 

VLy maid-^-my blue-eyed maid^ he bore aMf, 
Due to the toils of many a bloody day. 

lUad. 



It was necessary, for many reasons^ that 
Angus M^Aulay, so long the kind protect- 
or of Annot Lyle, should be made acquaint- 
-ed with the change in the fortunes of his 
late protegee ; and Montrose, as he had un- 
der taken^ communicated to him these re- 
markable events. With the careless and 
cheerful indifference of his character, he 
expressed much more joy than wonder at 
Annot'8 good fortune ; had no doubt what- 
erer she would merit it> and as she had al« 
ways been bred in loyal principles, would 
•«onrey the whole estate of her grim fana* 
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tical father to some honest fellow who lo- 
ved the king. .<^ I should have no objec- 
tion that my t)f other Allan tried his chatce,* 
added he, *< notwithstanding diat Sir Dun- 
dan Campbell was the only man who ever 
charged Darlmvaraqh with in hospitality. 
Annot Lyle could always charm Allan out 
of the sullens, and who knows whether 
matrimony lOight not make him mere a 
man of this world ?'• 

Montrose hastened to intei'rupt the pro- 
gress of bis castl^-l^ildiogi by iaforniiDg 
him that the lady was already wctocd add 
WOB) and, with herfathcir^s apprdi^tidn, was 
almost immediately to be wedded to his 
kinsraani the Earl <i>f Menteith j aad tfaa^ 
in testimony of the high respect due to M^ 
Aulayi BO long the lady^s prot^otor^ hi^ was 
2ipw to request his pr^seniSe at the cen^ 
mony • M^ Aujay looked, viery grMe at this 
intiii)aAi9a^ aiCMj drew up his peiwti wiA tte 
iiurjofione who thougj^t tbat hfe..h«d^ %ecB 

, *' Hf!^npfiiv©d,? be Baid».'VtbM hbfW» 

7 
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fpf ifl Iftl^d trj^atinent of th^ jQu^g lady, 

while so manj years under his ropf, rer 

.qi|ired Jicmetljing mpce uppn siuph 9».occa- 

.fiifonXhf^ ^ \^9iTi^ ^amplim^nt pf c^reinpny. 

He mjghf/' b/e .thQi:\Qht, *« wjtboqt vrp- 

'S^^^». I^fivf^ expepted tp bav^ be^p cpni^ulu 

-^^. H^ wif^^^il bi» kinsman of Men^eith 

well, po pfisin cpiild w^sh him better, bqt he 

^m^i^t ffy hi^ ll^Qi^ght he had been hasty ia 

t^ls n^tter« AlUn'4 sentiments towardji 

the you4}g Lif^y hft^ b^en pretty well un- 

.der^ppd^ ^iid bet &ir on^, poqld ^ot see 

l»^y thp si^p^rior pretensions which he bad 

Djppn l)fr gratitpde should have bee^v set 

.flfl^ff Yitbput %t }e;^st undergoing ^me 

.^o^txq^^ Sf^wg top well where all thi^ 
.^ii^tfi^, en^fCi^texI M'Aulay to be reason- 
s^\}k^ p|id to consid/er what probability there 
jf^^ tlfAt the Knight of Ardenvobr could 
l)^'brpHgbt to confer the hand of his sole 
\v^\f^ yppp Allan, whose undeniable ex- 
opIMpt gMities were minglpd uitli otbe<^ 
Ifjf wlnpji ),hpy were overclouded in a man- 

VOL. iV. o 
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ner that made all tremble wlio approacb- 
ed faim. 

^ My lord/* said Angas M^Aulay^ *« mjr 
brother Allan has, as God made us all, faults 
as well as merits ; but he is the best and 
bravest man of your army, be die othor 
wha he may, and therefore ill deserved that, 
his happiness should have been so little con- 
sulted by your Excellence-— by his owb 
near kinsman^— and by a young person who 
owes all to him and to his family.** 

Montrose in vain endeavoured to place 

the subject in a different view ; this was 

the point in which Angus was determined 

to regard it, and he was a man of diat caU- 

. bre of understanding, who is incapable ef 

Hieing convinced when he has once adopted 

-z prejudice. ' Montrose now assumed a 

'higher tone, and called upon Angus to take 

care hdw he nouHshed any sentiments 

which might be prgudicial to his Majesty's 

service. He pointed out to him, that he 

was peculiarly desirous that Allan's efforts 

•^^rhould not be interrupted in the course of 

' 19 
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present mission, ** A mission/* he said^ 

highly honourable for himself, and likely 
to prove most advantageous to the Kingfs 
t^ause. He expected his brother would 
hold no communication with him upon 
other subjects, nor stir up any cause of dis- 
ttensioni which might divert his mind from 
a matter of such importance." 

Angus answered somewhat sulkily, that 
^ he was no make- bate, or stirrer up of 
quarrels; he would rather be a peace- 
maker. His brother knew as Well as most 
men how to resent his bwn-quarrels — as for 
Allan's mode of receiving information, it 
was generally believed he had other sources 
than those of ordinary couriers. He should 
Tirot be surprised if theiy saw him sooner 
-than they expected;'* 

A promise that he would not interfere, 
was the farthest to which Montrose could 
bring this man, thoroughly good-tempered 
as he was on all occasions, save when his 
pride, interest, or prejudices were inter- 
fered with. And at this point be was faiii 
to leave the matter for the present. 



j 
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A more wiHing guest at the bridal eere- 
mony, certainly a more wiUiog attendaot 
at the marriage feast, was to be expected 
in l^r Dugald Dalgetty* whom Montrose 
resplyed to invite, as having b^en a confi- 
dant to the circumstances which preceded 
it. fiut even Sir Dugald hesitated, look- 
ed on the elbows of hi9 doublet, and the 
l^nees of bis leather breeches, and mum^ 
bled out a sort of reluctant acquiescence 
in the invitation, providing be should find 
ic possible, after consillting with the noble 
bridegroom. Montrose was somewhat sur* 
prised, but scorning to testify displeasure, 
he left Sir Dugald to pursue his own course. 

This carried him instantly to the chaip* 
ber of the bridegroom, who, amidst the 
scanty wardrobe which his camp equipage 
sflbrded, w^s seeking for such articles as 
Height appear to the best advantage upon 
the approaching occasion. Sir Dugald en- 
tered, and paid his cpmpliments, with a 
very grave face, upon his approaching hap- 
piness, which, h^ saidf '' l^e wsu^ v^ry sorry 
be was prevented from witc^es^ing.** 
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" la plain truth;* said he, •« I should but 
disgrace the ceremony, seeing that I lack 
a bridal garment ; rents, and open seamsi 
and tatters at elbows in the apparel of the 
assistants, might presage a similar solution 
of continuity in your matrimonial happi- 
ness — and to say truth, my lord, you youi'w 
self must partly have the blame of this dis** 
appointment, in respect you sent me upon 
a fool's errand to get a buff-coat out of the 
booty taken by the Camerons, whereas yoa 
might as well have sent me to fetch a pound 
of fresh butter out of a black dog'is throat* 
I had po answer, my lord, but brandished 
dirks and broad*swords^ and a sort of growl- 
ing and jabbering in what they call their 
language ; for my part, I believe these 
Highlanders to be no better than absolute 
pagans, and have been much scandalized 
by the manner in which my acquaintance, 
llanald MacEagh, was pleased to beat his 
final march, a little while since." 

In Menteith's state of mind, disposed to 
be pleased with every thing, and every 
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body, the grave complaint of Sir Dugald 
fornished additional amusement. He re- 
quested his acceptance of a very handsome 
bufildress which was lying on the floor. ** I 
had intended it,*' he said^.^^ for my own bri^ 
daUgarmenty as being the least formidable 
of my warlike equipments^ and I have here 
no peaceful dress^** 

Sir Dugald made the necessary apolo- 
gies—would not by any means deprive—* 
and so forth, until it happily occurred to 
him that it was much more according to 
military rule that the Earl should- be mar- 
ried in his back and breastpieces, which 
dress he had seen the bridegroom wear at 
the union of Prince Leo of Wittlesbach with 
the youngest daughter of old George Fre- 
derick, of Saxony, under the auspices of 

the gallant Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion 
of the Norths and so forth. The good- 
natured young earl laughed, and acquies* 
ced ; and thus having secured at least one 
merry face at his bridal, he put on a light 
and ornamented cuirass^ concealed partly 
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hy a velvet coat, and partly by a broad blue 
silk scarf, which he wore over his shoulder, 
agreeably to his rank and the fashion of the 
times. 

Every thing was now arrangedj and it 
had been settled, thati according to the cus- 
tom of the country the bride and bride, 
groom should not again meet until they 
were before the altar. The hoar had.aU 
ready struck that summoned the bride- 
^groom thither, and he only awaited in a 
small ante-room adjacent to the chapel, for 
the Marquis, who condescendisd.to act as 
bride's- man upon the occasion. Business re^ 
lating to the army having suddenly rpqi^ir- 
ed the Marquis's instant ttttentipn. Men teith 
waited his return, it may he supposed,, in 
^ome impatience ; and when he heard the 
door of the apartment open, he said, laugh- 
ipg, «' You are late upon parade." 

" You will find I am too early," said Al- 
lan M^Aplayt who burst into the apart» 
loent *• Draw, Menteith, andxlefend yoiur- 
self like a man^cOc die like a dog !" 
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" You ar6 mad, Allan !** answered Men. 
teith, astonished alike at his sudden ap- 
pearance and at the unutterable fury of bi« 
demeanour. His cheeks were livid — hii 
eyes started from their sockets— his lips 
were covered with foam, and his g^stutes 
were those of a demoniac. 

*' You lie, traitor I'* was his frantic reply 
— ** you lie in that, as you lie in all you 
have said to me. Your life is a He T* 
' " Did I not speak my thoughts when I 
called you mad," saidMenteith, indignantly, 
*• your own life were a brief one. In what 
do you charge me with deceiving you ?* 

*• You told me,** answered M^Aulay, 
" that you would not marry Annot Lyle ! 
— False traitor ! — she now waits you at the 
altar J** 

" It is you who speak false,** retorted 
Menteith. " I told you the obscurity of 
her birth ^as the only bar to our union — 
that is now removed j and whom do yOu 
think yourself that I should yield up my 
pretensions in your favour ?* 
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« Draw then," said M*Aulay } " we un^ 
derstand each other." 

^\ Not now,** said Menteith, •• and not 
here. Allani you know me well — wait till 
to-morrow, and you shall have fighting 
enough." 

*♦ This hour: — this instant— or never/ 
answered M*Auky. ** Your triumph shall 
not go farlbei; than the hour which is stric- 
ken, Menteith, I entreat you by our rela- 
tionship—by our joint conflicts and labours 
-—draw your sword, and defend your life I**" 
As he spoke, he seized the Earl's hand, 
and wrung it with such frantic earnestness,, 
that his grasfp forced the blood to start un^ 
der the nails. Menteith threw him off with 
violence, exclaiming,— *^ Begone, mad- 
man !" ^ 

" Then, be the vision accompirshed T 
said AUan; and^ drawing his dii'k, struck 
with his whole gigantic force kt the Earl'd 
bosom. The temper of the corslet threw 
the point of th& weapon upwards, but a^ 

oa 
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deep wound took place between the nedk 
and shoulder ; and the force of the blow 
prostrated the bridegroom on the floor. 
Montrose entered at one side of the ante«* 
room. The bridal company, alarmed at the 
noise, were in equal apprehension and sur- 
prise ; but ere Montrose could almost see 
what had happened, Allan M'Aulay had 
rushed past him, and descended the castle 
stairs like lightning. << Guards, shut the 
.gate !" exclaimed Montrose — '* Seize him 
-—kill him, if he resists 1 — He shall die if he 
were my brother !'' 

But Allan prostrated, with a second blow 
>of his dagger, a sentinel who was upon 
duty— traversed the camp like a mountain- 
deer, though jHirsued by all who <:aught 
the alarm— threw himself into the rivers 
and, swimming to the opposite side, was 
SQpn lost among the woods. In the course 
of the same evenings his brother Angus 
and his foUowers left Montrose's camp, and^ 
takiog the road homeward, never againxe* 
Joined hinu 
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Of Allan himself it is said, that, iu a 
wonderfully short space after the.deed was 
coaxmitted, be burst into . a room in th^ 
^Castjie of Inverara, where Argyle was sit- 
ting in council, and flung on the table .his 
bloody dirk. 

« Is it the blood of James Graham ?" 
said Argyle, a ghastly expression of hope 
mixing with the terror which the sqdden 
apparition naturally excited. 

" It is the Hood oXhis minion," ansvyer. 
.ed M*Aulay-r*^ It is blood which I wasf 
predestined to shed, though J would ra- 
ther, have, spilt my own*" 

Haying thus spoken, he turned and, jeft 
the castle, and from this moment jpothi/ig 
certain is known of his /ate. As the boy 
Kenneth, with three of.ctlie Children qf 
■the Mist, were .seen soon after wards, to 
/cross Lochfipej it Js supposed they dog- 
ged h}s course, and that he perished 
by their hand in some obscure wilderness. 
A^nother opinion maint?iin% th^t.AllAP. 
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M^Aulay went abroad, and died a mbnk 
of the 'Carthusian order. Bat nothing 
beyond bare presumption Could trtt be 
brought in support of either opinion. 

His vengeance was much kiss cotnpiete 
than he probably fancied; for MenteitK 
though so severety wounded as ta refmain 
}ong in a dangerbus state, was, by having 
adopted Major DaJgetty^s fortunate recom- 
mendation of a cuirass as a bridal- garment, 
happily secured from the worst cbnse- 
quences of the blpw. But bis services 
were lost to Montrose^ and it was thought 
best that he should be conveyed with bis 
intended countess, now truly a mourning 
bride, and should accompany his wounded 
father-in-law to tlie castle of Sir Duncan at 
Ardenvohr. I^algetty followed them to^ 
the water^s edge,, reminding Menteith of 
the necessity of erecting a sconce oA 
Drumsnab to cover hia lady^s newly-ao 
quired inheritance. 

They performed their voyage ill safety; 
and Menteith was in a few weeks aa well 
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in health, ieis to be unhed to AnnDt in the 
cattle of her father* 

The Highlanders Were satnewhat pms. 
Sded to reconcile Menteith*s recovery with 
the visions of the second sight, and the 
tnore ^experienced Seers Virere displeased 
-With hira for not having died. But othe» 
thought the credit of the vision sufficiently- 
fulfilled, by the wound inflicted by the hand, 
and with the weapon^ foretold ; and all were 
of opinion, that the incident of the ring,, 
with the death's head, related to the death 
of the bride^s father, who did not survive 
her marriage many months. The incredu- 
lou8 held, that all this was idle dreaming, 
and that Allan's supposed vision was but » 
consequence of the private suggestions of 
l^is own passion, which, having long seen 
in Menteith a rival more beloved than 
fcimself, struggled with his bettef nature; 
mnd impressed upon him, as it' were invD^ 
luntarily, t^e idea of killing his comf)eti^ 
tdr. 

Menteith AWi nut recover sufifcitfitly fa 
joiB Montrose during his brief and gloriouf 



career y and when that heroic general dis» 
banded his army and retired from Scotlandt 
Menteith resolved to adopt the life of pri- 
vacy, which he led till the Restoration. A& 
ter that happy event, he occupied a situa* 
tion in the land befitting his rank, lived 
long, happy alike in public regard and in 
domestic affection, and died at a good dd 

age. 

Our dramaUs persona have been so li- 
mited, that, excepting Montrose, whose 
exploits aod fate^ are the theme of ..history, 
we have only to mention Sir Dugald Dair 
getty. This gentleman continued, with the 
most rigorous punctuality, to discharge his 
duty, and to receive his pay, until he was 
made prisoner, among others, upon the 
£eld of PhiUipbaugh. He was condemned 
to share the fate of his fellow- officers oh 
that occasion, who were doomed to death 
rather by denunciations from the pulpit, 
than the sentence either of civU. or military 
^tribunal ; their blood being cohBidered as a 
vsort of ^nn^offeting.to iake.away. the guilt of 
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the land, and the fate imposed upon the Ca* 
Uraanites, under a special dispensation^ be- 
ing impiously and cruelly applied to them. 
Several Low Country officers, in the ser- 
^^ice of the Covenanters, interceded for 
X>algetty upon this occasion, representing 
him as a person whose skill would he use<* 
iul in their army, and who would be readi- 
ly induced to change his service. But on 
this point they found Sir Dugald unexpect- 
edly obstinate. He had engaged with the 
King for a certain term, and, till that was 
expired, his principles would not permit any 
shadow of changing^ The Coyenanter5» 
again, understood no such nice distinctiox^ 
4ind he was in the utmost danger of falling 
a martyx, not to this or that political prin- 
ciple, but merely to strict ideas of a mili- 
tary enlistment. Fortunately, his friends 
di&covecedj by computation, that.ttiere re- 
mained bat a fortnight to elapse of the en- 
gagement he had formed, and to which^ 
though certain it was never to be renew- 
^d^ no power on earth could jnake him^ 
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false, tVith some difficulty they procured 
k reprieve for this short space, after which 
they found him perfectly willing to come 
under any engagements they chose to dic- 
tate. He entered the service of the Estates 
accordingly, and wrought himself for- 
ward to be Major in Gilbert Ker's corps, 
commonly called the Kirk's Own Regi- 
ment of Horse. Of his farther history 
we know nothing, until we find him in 
possession of his paternal estate of Dnim« 
thwacket, which he acquired, not by the 
sword, but by a pacific intermarriage with 
Hannah Strachan, a matron somewhat 
rtricken in years, the widow of the Aber- 
deenshire Covenanter. 

Sir Dugalc] is supposed to hare survived 
the Revolution, as traditions of no very 
distant date represent him as cruising 
about in that country, very old, very deaf, 
and very full of interminable stories about 
the immortal Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion 
of the North, and the bulwark of the Fro- 
festant Faith. 



A Lt4MieD or liicMfrTitbWi. Sa^ 



^Jam^tm^maMm 



i.oki> are i^ow finally closr^sd, &^d it was 
my |Airpdse to Irdvt ^ddre'ssM tiie« ib the 
vein of Je^ediah CbisbbodAm ; but, like 
Hoi^m the sdn of Asikiaff mA all other 
imaginary stary-te^eYiS, Jededinh 6sA tticAC- 
ed into thin aif*. 

Mir Cteisbbotham h6re the same tetetA- 
blanc6 to Ariel/ as he at whds6 vofce 
he rose doth to the sage Frospero ; and 
yet, . 80 fotid arfe we of the fictions of oor 
orrfn fancy, that I part with hitn, and 
all hh imaginary localities, with idle re* 
luctance. I am aware this is a feeling itt 
which the reader will little sympathize ; 
but he cannot be more sensible than I am, 
that sufficient varieties hai^e now been ex- 
hibited of the Scottish character, to ex- 
haust one individual's powers of obsenra*. 
tion, and that to persist would be useless 
and tedious. I have the vanity to inipfioM, 
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that the popularity of these Novels has 
shewn mj counbrymen» and their peculia- 
ritiesp in lights which were new to the 
Southern readier ; and that many» hitherto 
indifferent upon the aiibjeet, have been in-^ 
duced to read Scottish history, from the 
Elusions in these works of fiction. 

I retice from the field, conscious there 
remains behind not only a large harvest,, 
but labourers capable of gathering it in. 
More than one writer has of late displayed 
talents of t^i9 description } and if the pre- 
sent author, himself a phantom, may be 
permitted to distinguish a brother, ^ or per- 
hapfli a sister shadow, he would mention, ia 
pjurticttlar, the author of the very lively 
MK^rk, enUtlj^d <' Marriage/' 
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